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Ignore references to dates—as they are unreliable and apt to change from source-to-source. More importantly, attempting to rationalize and justify 
equating persons, places and events apropos with BC/AD chronologies—these too are oft merely educated guesses; furthermore, our ancient history 
evolved in harmony with nature, we being rural folk, with a rich and diverse heritage, apart, distinct and different than the Black, Nobility, Society of 
Jesus, Freemasons and Ifluminatists, and Zionists wouldst have us believe. I assure you, citizen! there has been a war against our freedom to think— 


and our globalist enemies wouldst rather we not Rnow the truth of our heredity. As far as many of our ancestors being considered fictitious... 


and 


despite much ado being made up about trivializing our Trojan origins... I assure you that such ts also true of our Biblical ancestors. 


“Dying Gaul” by Epigonos (3™ century BC) 
It is thought that the original bronze was part of a statuary group on the Pergamum acropolis commemorating the victory of Attalus in 23 BC over 


the Gauls. 


Although it represents a defeated enemy, it still records his heroism and bravery. It is typically Hellenistic in that it depicts pain 


expressively (a bleeding wound is obvious in his side) and in that it attempts to evoke an emotional response from the viewer. 


A Biblical Chronicle of the Legendary and Historic Kings of the Sicambrii and the Franks 


These be the fictional and legendary descendants of Perez ha-Judah (Pharez), firstborn twin of temple prostitute Tamar of Kadesh daughter of 


Elam, whose brother Zerah of the scarlet thread is ancestors of Jesus of Nazareth.. 


Dardania, of the Teucri, Trojans and Latini, 


Adam of Eden and Lady Eve of the Rib were the first man and 
woman of our family—bur there were others living elsewhere in the 
world outside of the Garden of the Two Trees.' One of their sons was 
Seth—and he took his sister Azir@ as his wife. Seth was the father of 
Enosh son of Aztirad daughter of Eve. Enosh took his “twin-sister” Noam 
daughter of Aztirad daughter of Eve as his wife—and Cainan, their son, 
took his sister Mualeleth as his wife, and she, by he, was mother of both 
Mahalaleel father of Jared and Rashujal ben Cainan father-in-law of 
Jared. Jared son of Dinah / Dimah daughter of Mualeleth was the father 
of Enoch / Idris. Enoch / Idris son of Baraka daughter of Rachujal 
daughter of Noam was the father of Methuselah—+the longest-living 
human mentioned in the Bible. Enoch lived 365 years before he was 
taken to walk with God, (which is shorter than his peers, who are all 
recorded as dying at over 700 years of age). Methuselah son of Edna 
daughter of Dan'el son of Mahalaleel was the father of Lamech: (Adam 
would still have been alive for about the first 56 years of Lamech’s life). 
Lamech son of Edna daughter of Baraka, last of the Cainites, and Azriel 
brother of Enoch / Idris was the father of Noah. 

Noah son of Ashmua Betnos daughter of Baraka bint Samual, cals bo 
clan neither Cainite nor Adamite, and Baraki'il 
and Lamech son of Methuselah and Edna, builder of the ae was ite 


" Besides the Fertile Crescent, which includes both the Nile and Tigris- 
Euphrates river systems, there was also the Ganges in India, the Yellow River 
in China, and the Amazon in South America wherewith flourished different 
early hominids... each having evolved separately and independent of each 
other. And, before the melting of the glaciers at the end of the Last Ice Age, 
whence there was less water in our world’s seas and oceans, and whence 
Paleolithic sea-farers navigated the earth, trade (i.e, commerce and 
technology) and treaty—oftimes celebrated or sealed with orgiastic 
festivities—uniting the various prehistoric people... and the various races 
which we are today so miscegenated into being. 

* One of the earliest arrivals in Ireland was the priestess Cesair daughter 
of Bith and his wife Bairrfhind. Cesair's father Bith son of Noah, 
Fionntan mac Bochra the Wise, a seer, and Ladra the navigator 
were the only survivors of the Deluge. Each man had a primary wife: 
Fionntan mac Bochra took Cesair, Bith took Bairrfhind and Ladra took 
Alba. Fionntan mac Bochra was predeceased by the other two fellows, 
and he lived a further 5500 years after the Deluge, becoming an advisor 
to the kings of Ireland. In this capacity he gave advice to the last Fir 
Bholg High King Eochaid son of Eirc when the Tuatha Dé Danaan 
invaded, and he fought inthe First Battle of Cét-chath Maighe 
Tuireadh. 


. him being the historic ancestor of the kings of Arcadia and 


as well as of Cambria and Cornwall, and of the Britons. 


father of Shem, Japheth and Ham—and their mother was Emzara 
Naamah daughter of Rake’el son of Methuselah and Edna and Namis 
(Namousa) daughter of Anaz ben Enoch brother of Methuselah—and 
their wives were Sedegetelebab Olio (Nahalath Mahnuk), Adataneses 
Olivana Natinir (Arathka), and Ne’elatama’uk (Zedkat Nabu) aka 
Egyptus (Mizraim), respectively—the three daughters of Adah / Edna 
daughter of Eliakim ben Enoch brother of Methuselah and Eliakim son of 
Methuselah and Edna. 


Shem son of Noah was the father of King Arphaxad of Arrapachiis. 
Arphaxad son of Nahalath Mahnuk and Rasueja daughter of Shushan 
daughter of Arathka was his wife—and Salah was their son. Salah 
married his niece Hua Mu’ak daughter of Ninsun the Wise and Kessed 
brother of Shelah—and their son was Eber. Eber married his cousin 
Azrad daughter of Cainan son of Arphaxad and his niece Melka daughter 
of Medea sister of Arphaxad—and Peleg was their son. Peleg grandson 
a 4 Hua Mu’ak granddaughter of King Arpachshad of Arrapachtis 

and Lomna of the Sinites of unknown origins were 
patents of Reu and of Heraclim of Mesopotamia, who married his niece 
Shela daughter of Ora Chaldees granddaughter of Ninsun the Wise. Reu 
was father of Seroh, who was the first of the patriarchal line to abandon 
monotheism and turn to idol worship, changing his name to Serug and 
teaching sorcery to his son Nahor, King of Ur and Agade. 


Note: A wild speculation!?? 

Right-or-wrong, | am equating Seroh / Serug aka Prince Sharru- 
kinu of Ugarit with Niqmaddu Il, 3 king of Ugarit—a contemporary 
of King Suppiluliuma | of the Hittites. Moreover, in like manner, | 
SOmpale pmalae son of Niqmaddu II son of Ammittamru | 
O to Cornebo son of Serug son of 
Reu And, | also compare King Nahor of Ur and 
Agade brother of Cornebo to King Niqmepa of Ugarit, a vassal of 
the Hittites—perhaps,| might go so far as to compare Niqmepa to 
Terah son of Nahor, instead; | assert this because | might assume 
Ibiranu son of Ammittamru II is actually Isaac secondborn son of 
Abraham [aka Ammenemes (Amenemhat |) Sehetepibre—in which 
case Isaac would be identified with Kheperkare Senusret I] and 
Sarah [Neferitatjenen (mwt-niswt) (i.e., Sarai)], assuming, of course, 
that we accept Uti-Sarruma as Ishmael firstborn son of Ibrm and 
Hagar the Egyptian, handmaid of Sarai—insomuch as the husbands 
of both women annulled their marriages and drove their wives 
aw ay with theirsons. This was after Abram betrayed the Caucasian 
blond-haired blue-eyed people of the Land of Shinar betwixt the 
Two Rivers—Babel (Babylon) and Erech (Uruk) and Akkad (Agade) 
between the Euphrates and Tigris Rivers, which enclosed the plain 
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that became the site of the Tower of Babel after the Great Flood— 
long before the rich alluvial deposits of the Tigris-Euphrates had 
washed down the east side of the Taurus Mountain range 
washed down the east side of the Taurus Mountain range and the 
southwestern side of the Zagros Mountains from Mount Ararat 
where they converge, sediment accumulating at the Lower Sea 
delta (i.e., the Persian Gulf) and slowly covering the Isle of the 
Blessed so that it was buried under alluvium and forgotten. 
More-so, | further contend that the unnamed Hittite princess 
which Niqmaddu Il married be none other than Rebecca daughter 
of Naharaim daughter of Haran son of Amethelo and Bethuel son 
of Nachor son of Amethelo—for her brother Laban the Aramean 
grandson of Haranwasa man of Padan-Aram, Haran—centermost 
of that fertile crescent region consisting of Egypt and the Land of 
Hatti and Sumeria (i.e., also known as paradisiacal Dilmun, the 
Land of Shinar, or Ur of the Chaldees) and later known as Mitanri. 
The port city of Ugarit opened up the Middle East to Bronze Age 
trade with Cyprus, Minoan Crete, Mycenaean Greece and Troy 
(Ilium) at the time of the Trojan War and the mysterious People of 
the Sea. Furthermore, it is of my opinion that this was about the time 
of the Battle of Qadesh—w hich took place at the city of Kadesh on 
the Orontes River between the forces of the New Kingdom of Egypt 
under Ramesses II the Great and the Hittite Empire under Muwatalli 
Il son of Gassulawiya and Mursili Il son of Arnuwanda Il, who 
succeeded his father Suppiluliuma I, whom, along with his son, 
succumbed to the plague which Egyptian captives from his 
Canaan campaign had brought with them to the Hittite 
heartland... hence, Ammurapi was the eighth and last of the kings 
of Ugarit. 
All this, though, is speculation and not based on forensic facts. 


Nahor was father of Terah. Terah son of [jaska lived in Ur of the 
Chaldees with ten wives and many children: The three sons of his wife 
Amethelo were: Abram, Nahor, and Haran—and Sarai (Sarah) was his 
daughter by the granddaughter of Serug. 

Abraham °* was the first of three patriarchs— Isaac, his son, was 
second, and his son Jacob / Israel was third. 

Isaac married Rebecca, and they were the parents of “twins”: Esau the 
Red of Edom * and Jacob / Israel eponymous patriarch of the Israelites 


[ 


> According to Bible chronology. Abraham was born at Ur of the 
Chaldees in the prosperous reign of Shugi (Dungi). The king of Egypt 
at this time was the morally bankrupt Pepi II (who is noted for covering 
his naked slaves with honey). Abraham (Amenemhat I) entered 
Egypt during Pepi II’s reign. God plagued Egypt (Genesis 12:17) and the 
Egyptian Memphis dynasty fell. 

Pepi II had trade with Sodom. Pepi II was Egypt’s first bi-sexual 
king. Sodom was destroyed a score of years after Pepi II had died. 
Amenemhat I’s son is Senusret I 1813-1777 BC. who is called “Throat 
Slitter of Asiatics” (i.e., 'Apiru): (Oxford History of Egypt). Mark: I do 
not believe that he was labeled with this honorific because he slit the 
throats of Asiatics... 

Abraham married his half-sister Sarah. (Genesis 20:1-12) [ ] appearing 
in Egypt (Genesis 12:10-20) during the reign of Egyptian pharaoh (Pepi 
II) who had also married his half-sister Neith. Note: Biblical and 
Egyptian customs match in may ways. 

Egypt was in chaos during Pepi II’s reign—and Nitocris inherited 
this chaos after Abraham had left Egypt and her father Pepi I had died. 
Then, drought and famine struck Egypt during the reign of Mentuhotep 
II. Egyptian parents ate their own children (cf, Holodomor). 

Pepi II’s Memphis dynasty had reached high depravity. Pepi II no 
doubt thought he could buy God's favor by making Abraham wealthy 
(Genesis 13:1-2), yet Pepi II did not repent... so his dynasty soon fell; and, 
when princess Nitocris’ life ended, the same officials who would have 
slain Abraham (Genesis 12:12) were the same officials who slew Queen 
Nitocris’ brother. She died setting herself on fire after avenging her 
brother's death. (Abraham's life was saved by Sarah saying to Egyptian 
officials she was Abraham's sister. Abraham lived because Sarah 
defended her brother, and Nitocris died because her brother was not 
protected.) 

Queen Nitocris marked the end of Egypt's Memphis dynasty. The 
Theban dynasty replaced her dynasty. 

Esau the Red was father of the Edomites by his three wives: his first 
Canaanite wife, Adah (Basemath) daughter of Elon the Hittite—mother 
of his firstborn son Eliphaz; and his second Canaanite wife, 
Abolibamah (Judith) daughter of Anah (granddaughter of Zibeon the 


- 


] Jacob was the father of Judah.° 
Judah son of Jacob / Israel was the father of “twins”: Pharez 


forefather of Christ Jesus and Zerah (Genesis 38:24—30) my ancestor. 


Zerah of the Scarlet Thread son of Tamar the prostitute was the father of 
King Darda-Dardanus of Arcadia (in the middle of Mycenaean Greece), 
who crossed the sea to Samothrace (a northern Aegean island).° 


Hivite son of Seir the Horite) and Beeri the Hittite—mother of Jeush, 
Jalam, and Corek (Korah); and his third wife, Basemath (Mahalath) 
daughter of Ishmael and mother of Reuel. 

> It is my belief that the Egyptians Yuya, a powerful non-royal courtier 
(i.e., of foreign origin) and a prophet of the orgiastic god Min, and 
Tjuya mother of queen Tiye (Great Royal Wife of Amenhotep III) and 
grandmother of Akhenaton and great grandmother of Tutankhamun, are 
the Hyksoi Judah and Tamar. 

° Zerah founded the only royal line termed “wise” having led his people 
north, from Egypt where he was born, into what is now Asia Minor, and 
his son Mahol continued likewise. 


—_«, 
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Troas was founded on the northwestern shore of the Aegean Sea. 


Of the Coribus Trojan Kings at the foot of Mount Ida. 

Darda son of Zeus and the Pleiade Electra, Mahol’s heir, sailed from 
Samothrace to Troas on a raft made of hides (cf, St. Brendan), 
reached the northwestern shore of the Aegean Sea, where, upon 
commandeering a providential site, he founded Dardania on the 
Hellespont [the nearby strait separating Dardania from Hellas or 
Greece)—the later, ill-fated metropolis of ium (Troy) (c. 1520 BC). 
Here the city flourished for nearly four hundred years. More-so, Darda 
first saw the straits that separated Europe and Asia and gave them his 
name, Dardanelles. Darda also founded a fort here that is named after 
him. He eventually married Basia (Batea) daughter of King Teucer 
(Teucrus) of Teucria son of the river god Xanthus Scamander (son of 
Coribus his brother) and his sister-wife, the nymph Idaea both the 
children of the Titans Oceanus and Tethys. 


The Royal House of Troy was also divided into two branches, that of 
the Dardanoi (Adpdavot), and that of Troy (Ilium). The House of 
Dardania was older than the House of Troy, but Troy later became 
more powerful than Dardania. Aeneas is referred to in Virgil’s Aeneid 
interchangeably as a Dardan or as a Trojan, but strictly speaking Aeneas 
was of the Dardanian branch. 

An Egyptian papyrus mentions certain ‘Dardenui’ as among the 
allies of the Hittites at the battle of Kadesh (1287 BC); it is likely 
that these were the ancestors of the ‘Dardenoi’ who in Homer’s 
terminology are one-and-the-same with the Trojans. These Dardani were 
most likely of Balkan (Greek) origin, crossed the Hellespont (c. 16" / 
15" century BC). Herodotus, however, identified the Trojans with the 
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[Note: Not to be confused with Scythian king Dardanus father of Idaia 
concubine of King Phineus of Salmydessus in Thrace (who appears in 
accounts of the Argonauts’ voyage). ' | 

Being hospitably received by Teucer (ruler of Phrygia), Darda- 
Dardanus married Teucer’s daughter Basia (Batea) and became the 
founder of the Royal House of Troy. Thus, stripped of mythological 
embellishment, Dardanus son of Zeus son of Kronos is Darda son of 
Judah son of Jacob / Israel also known as Yuya. * Actually, Darda was 
the grandson, great-grandson or later descendant of Judah—as the word 


“son” can be interpreted. In any case, Darda was, in fact, a descendant of 
Judah through the line of Zerah. 


daughter of Olizone and Dardanus—and mother of Erichthonius 


] 


Darda-Dardanus of Goshen son of Electra Pleiade was the father of 
Erichtleonus. Erichtleonus son of Basia Asia Ilium was the father of 
Tros. Tros was the father of liwas. Jiwas (Jius) was the father of 
Laomedon. Laomedon was King of Troy and was the father of Priam of 
Italy. 


Teucrians [note the eponymous King Teucer already mentioned] and, 
according to 1° century BC Greco-Roman geographer Strabo, the 
Teucrians were Cretans who settled in the Troad, perhaps after the fall 
of Cnossos. Both Minoan Crete and the Troad had a sacred Mt. Ida: 
(Vol.2: The Life of Greece, 1966, p. 35). Many of the royal houses of 
Mycenaean Greece also sprang from the royal lineage of Crete. 

Many rulers of Ancient Rome claimed descent from Aeneas and the 
Houses of Troy and Dardania. Thus great was the founder of Troy and the 
sire of the Trojan race whose children abide with us still. Troy fell because 
her sons had an eye for the refined and beautiful in women. Her descendants 
have that exquisite eye still and are naturally very proud of the 
accomplishment. 


“I 


In Greek mythology, Pylaemenes (Ancient Greek: [IuAaipéven) was the 
king of the Eneti tribe of Paphlagonia. He claimed to be related to 
Priam through Phineus, as the latter’s daughter Olizone was married to 
Dardanus. He led his Paphlagonian forces to the Trojan War, as a 
Trojan ally. Pylaemenes was killed in battle by Menelaus of Sparta. 
He had a son named Harpalion who was killed by Meriones son of 
Molus son of Deucalion Ki S t 


. Homer provided no parentage for Pylaemenes, but 


other mythographers name his father as Bilsates or Melius. 


* It is my belief that the Egyptians Yuya, a powerful non-royal (i-e., of foreign 


origin) Egyptian courtier—a prophet of the ithyphallic bearded god Min 
(“maker of gods and men”)—with one arm raised wielding a thunderbolt 
(cf, the Ba‘al Cycle of Ugarit)—and Tjuya, mother of queen Tia‘a (Tiye) 
and grandmother of Akhenaton and _ great grandmother of 
Tutankhamun—all of which were of the Hyksoi * Judah and Tamar. 

Tiye was the Great Royal Wife of Amenhotep III—and it is my belief 
that she was the wetnurse of infant Moses (i.e., Tutmose V)—him which 
was drawn out of the river in a basket (as was Sargon II the Great) by : 
(Exodus 2:5, 6). Tutmose V was married to Meketaten, the second 
daughter of Akhenaton and Nefertiti - Ihp, who died young (in 
childbirth): (Exodus 2:12 - by burying “him” in “the sand” it is inferred that 
Moses buried “her” in the “Valley of the Kings”). Because of this it was 
said by pharaoh that Tutmose had killed her—and he was thereafter 
referred to only as “the Dead Prince” for pharaoh made a decree that his 
name should neither be spoken or written. Thus, Moses went forth into 
the land of Midian after this: (Exodus 2: 15)—and he returneth not until 
the time of Ozymandias. 

A note on “the progenitor of monotheism.” 

Mutemwiya supposed daughter of the Hurrian King Artatama I of 
Mitanni and supposed sister of Yuya, the priest of Min: (viz., Judah son 
of Thuya and Jacob. the parents of Queen Tiye—a supposed descendant 
of Queen Ahmose-Nefertari wife of Amenhotpe III the Magnificent) 
and a minor wife of Tutmose IV. Mutemwiya was the progenitor of 
monotheism. The orgiastic cult of Min originated in predynastic 
times—and Min, a fertility god associated with “the white bull of the 
moon,” was represented as a Black man holding his erect penis in one 
hand and a flail in the other. 


Priam, King of Troy ca 1184 B.C., was the father of a son, Helenus and a 
daughter, Sobil. Helenus, brother-in-law of Helen of Troy, married 
Mammon, and they were the parents of Genger. Genger was the father of 
Franco. 
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Antenor was King of Cimmerians and father of Marcomir I. 
Cimmerian Bosporus was an ancient kingdom on and around the 
Kerch Strait, which connects the Sea of Azov with the Black Sea. The 
Romans knew the strait as the Cimmerian Bosporus (Cimmerianus 
Bosporus) from its Greek name—the Cimmerian Strait (Kiuéptioc 
Boonopoc, Kimmérios Bosporos), which honored the Cimmerians, 
nearby steppe nomads. In ancient times the low-lying land near the Strait 
was known as the Maeotic Swamp. 

Antenor died in 412 BC. Marcomir I (born bef. 430 BC) was King of 
Cimmerians. He was the father of Antenor I. Antenor II was King of 
Cimmerians. He was born before 412 BC and died in 384 or 386 BC. His 
wife was Cambra, and they were the parents of Priamus (b. 358 BC), 
King of Sicambri. 

King Priamus of Sicambri was father of Helenus. The Cimmerians 
changed the name of their tribe to Sicambri in honor of Cambra, 
Priamus’ mother. King Helenus of Sicambri (b. bef. 358 BC - died in 
339 BC) was father of Diocles. King Diocles of Sicambri (b. bef. 339 
BC - d. 300 BC) was father of Basanus Magmus. 

Basanus Magmus (b. bef. 300 BC - disappeared 232 BC) son of 
Diocles married the daughter of a Norwegian king, and they were the 


parents of Clodomir, King of Sicambri. 
. King Clodomir of 


Sicambri (d. 232 BC) was father of Nicanor, King of Sicambri. 
Clodomir. 

King Nicanor of Sicambri (b. bef. 232 BC - d. 198 BC) was father of 
Marcomir II son of a daughter of King Elidure of the Britains. King 
Marcomir II of Sicambri was father of Clodius I. Marcomir II was 
killed in battle sometime between 170-and-160 BC. King Clodius I of 
Sicambri was father of Antenor III. Clodius I withstood invasions from 
the Romans and the Gauls, and was killed in battle in 159 BC. 

King Antenor II of Sicambri (d. 143 BC) was father of Clodomir II. 
King Clodomir II of Sicambri was father of 
Mérodachus. Clodomir II. King Mérodachus of Sicambri (b. bef. 123 
BC. - d. 95 BC) was father of Cassander. 


King Cassander of Sicambri was father of 
Antharius—and King Antharius of Sicambri 


was the last King of Sicambri. 
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Nehalennia (spelled variously) is a goddess of unclear origin, perhaps Germanic or Celtic: Nehalennia is attested on and depicted upon 
numerous votive altars discovered around what is now the province of Zeeland, the Netherlands, where the Rhine River flowed into the North 
Sea. Worship of Nehalennia dates back at least to the 2" century BC, and veneration of the goddess flourished in the 2"¢ and 3™ centuries AD. 
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On the Ethnic Evolution of ‘ie Early Franks 


The fictionalized genealogical history of the kings of the Franks, Cimmerians, Sicambrii and of Troy (Ilium). 


I. On the Prehistory of the Early Franks. 


The Jastorf culture was an Iron Age material culture ° in what 
are now southern Scandinavia and north Germany, spanning the 6" to 1“ 
centuries BC, forming the southern part of the Pre-Roman Iron Age 
(5"/4" - 1% centuries BC).!° The culture evolved out of the Nordic 
Bronze Age (from c. 1700-500 BC), through influence from the 
Halstatt culture "' farther south. 

The Jastorf culture is named after a site near the village of Jastorf, 
Lower Saxony (53°3'N 10°36’E). It was characterized by its use of 
cremation burials in extensive urnfields and links with the practices of 
the Northern Bronze Age. Archeology offers evidence concerning the 
crystallization of a group in terms of a shared material culture, in 
which the (impoverished) Northern Bronze Age continued to exert 
cultural influence, and in which the northward thrust of the Celtic 
Hallstatt culture into the same area was instrumental, while extensive 
migrations “should be discounted.” 


The expansion of the Germanic tribes 750 BC — AD 1: 


Settlements before 750 BC New settlements by 500 BC 


New settlements by 250 BC 


Note that this map assumes that the w:Nordwestblock was Germanizd 
before 500 BC. This is uncertain; alternative proposals hold that the area 
near the mouths of the Rhine came under a Germanic superstate only in the 
1* century BC. i 


New settlements by AD 1 


° Material culture is the aspect of social reality grounded in the objects and 
architecture that surround people. It includes the usage, consumption, creation, 
and trade of objects as well as the behaviors, norms, and rituals that the objects 
create or take part in. Some scholars also include other intangible phenomena 
that include sound, smell and events, while some even consider language and 
media as part of it. The term is most commonly used in archaeological and 
anthropological studies, to define material or artifacts as they are understood in 
relation to specific cultural and historic contexts, communities, and belief 
systems. Material cultural can be described as any object that humans use to 
survive, define social relationships, represent facets of identity, or benefit 
peoples' state of mind, social, or economic standing. 

° The cultures of the Pre-Roman Iron Age are sometimes hypothesized to be the 

origin of the Germanic languages. All Germanic languages are thought to be 

descended from a hypothetical Proto-Germanic [ ] these probably took place 
during the Pre-Roman Iron Age of Northern Europe from c. 500 BC. Proto; 

Germanic itself was likely spoken after c. 500 BC, and Proto-Norse from the 2™ 

century AD and later is still quite close to reconstructed Proto-Germanic, but 

other common innovations separating Germanic from Proto-Indo-European 
suggest a common history of pre-Proto-Germanic speakers throughout the 

Nordic Bronze Age. From the time of their earliest attestation, the Germanic 

varieties are divided into three groups: West, East, and North Germanic. Their 

exact relation is difficult to determine, and they remained mutually intelligible 
throughout the Migration Period (q.v.), rendering some individual varieties 
difficult to classify from the sparse evidence of runic inscriptions. The 
western group would have formed in the late Jastorf culture, and the eastern 
group may be derived from the 1“ century variety of Gotland, leaving southern 

Sweden as the original location of the northern group. The earliest period of 

Elder Futhark (2" to 4" centuries) predates the division in regional script 

variants, and linguistically essentially still reflect the Common Germanic stage. 

Vimose inscriptions AD 160, are the oldest Germanic writing. 

The Hallstatt culture was the predominant Western and Central European 
culture of Late Bronze Age (Hallstatt A, Hallstatt B) from the 12" to 8" centuries 

BC and Early Iron Age Europe (Hallstatt C, Hallstatt D) from the 8'" to 6” 

centuries BC, developing out of the Urnfield culture of the 12 century BC (Late 

Bronze Age) and followed in much of its area by the La Tene culture. It is 

commonly associated with Proto-Celtic and Celtic populations in the 

Western Hallstatt zone and with pre-Iilyrians in the eastern Hallstatt zone. 
The Nordwestblock (“Northwest Block”) is a hypothetical Northwestern 

European cultural region that several scholars propose as a prehistoric 
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Early Iron Age: 


Nordic Bronze Age Jastorf culture 


Harpstedt-Nienburg group Celtic groups 


Pomeranian culture House Urns culture 


East Baltic culture West Baltic Cairns culture 


Milogrady culture Estonic group 


No homogeneous contribution to the Germanic-speaking northerners 
has been determined, yet some hold that the proto-Germanic peoples 
descended from Denmark or Schleswig-Holstein in the Early Iron 
Age (c. 500 BC) through Lower Saxony (u.s.). The Jastorf culture 
extended south to the northern fringes of the Hallstatt culture, while 
towards the north a general congruence with the late phases of the 
Northern Bronze Age can be noted. Gravefields in today’s Schleswig- 
Holstein, Mecklenburg, western Pomerania, in Brandenburg and in 
Lower Saxony show continuity of occupation from the Bronze Age 
far into the Jastorf period and beyond. The specific contributions from 
the various quarters witnessing the meeting of Celtic and indigenous 
cultures during the early periods can not be assessed by the present state 
of knowledge, although a shift to a northern focus has been noted to 
accompany the dwindling vitality of continental Celtic cultures later on. 

The Jastorf culture’s area was first restricted to what is today northern 
Lower Saxony and Schleswig-Holstein. \t then developed a “very 
expansive” character 1999), expanding towards the Harz 
hills and reaching by about 500 BC Thuringia, Lower Silesia, and the 
lower Rhine region, thus covering the southern and western parts of 
Lower Saxony. This was helped or propitiated by the earlier vacancy or 
large depopulation of these areas, as it became known in the 
archaeological record and from Classic sources that local Hallstatt 


(Wolfram 


culture in the present-day Netherlands, Belgium, northern France, and 
northwestern Germany, in an area approximately bounded by the Somme, Oise, 


Meuse and Elbe Rivers, possibly extending to the eastern part of what is now 
England during the Bronze and Iron Ages from the 3" to the 1° millennia BC, 
* century BC. 


up to the onset of historical sources, in the 1 


Archaeological cultures ofthe Bronze Age associated with the Nordwestblock area. 
With the onset of historical records (Tacitus, 1° century), the area was 
generally called the border region between Celtic (Gaulish) and Germanic 
influence. 
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Culture groups considered Celtic or Belgian (more or less Celtic) 
migrated in its D period to extensive areas further West and South as far 
as the Mediterranean and Atlantic Europe. In its mature phase, the 
Jastorf area proper in northern Lower Saxony (Liineburger Heide, lower 
Elbe) can be contrasted with the so-called Nienburg (also Harpstedt- 
Nienburg) group to the west, situated along the Aller and the middle 
Weser rivers, bordering the Nordwestblock separating it from the La 
Téne culture proper farther south. The Nienburg group has 
characteristics of material culture closer to Celtic cultures, and shows 
evidence of significant contact with the Hallstadt and La Téne cultures. 
Isolated finds are scattered as far as Berlin and Mecklenburg- 
Vorpommern.'* 


Map of the French-speaking kingdoms of the Franks and Alemans in 
the north of ancient Roman Gaul around 475. “Les Francs rhénans” is 
the French term for “Ripuarian Franks.” 

Legend: in yellow, the kingdom of the Salien francs; in orange, the 
kingdom of the Rhine francs; in purple, the realm of the Alemans; in 
gray, the ancient Roman provinces. 


Archeological cultures of Central Europe in the Late Pre-Roman Iron Age: 
Nordic group House Urns culture 
Oksywie culture late phase Jastorf culture 


Gubin group of Jastorf Przeworsk culture 


Western Balt culture Eastern Balt forest zone cultures 


Zarubintsy culture Celtic 


Archeological cultures in Northern and Central Europe at the late pre-Roman 
Iron Age (2nd century BC - Ist century AD). Legend : dark green - Nordic group 
dark red - Jastorf culture yellow ochre (left center) - Harpstedt-Nienburg group 
bright green (left center) - Houseshaped ur group orange - Celtic groups 
yellow-green - Przeworsk culture carnation - east-Baltic cultures of forest zone 
purple - west-Baltic culture turquoise - Zarubincy culture black - Estonic group 
bright red - Guben group of Jastorf culture (influenced by Przeworsk culture) 
brown - Oksywie culture taupe (bottom right) - Geto-Dacian and Thracian 
groups yellow (bottom right) - Poienesti-LukaSevka culture (influenced by 
Przeworsk and Jastorf culture) 


'S Finds are mostly from tumuli, flat graves and Brandgruben graves or 


cremation pits. There are few and modest grave goods, with the weapon 
deposits characteristic of migration period graves completely absent. 


II. On the Ethnic Evolution of the Early Franks. 


“In numerous traditional accounts there has been a tendency to see 
the Romanization of the Western provinces as ‘the light of 
civilization’ reaching passive and previously barbarous indigenous 
societies. The emphasis was been on the supposedly positive aspects 
of the Roman conquest: the introduction of Latin, the spread of 
writing, the progressive expansion of stone architecture, the 
construction of villas with mosaics, and the erection of large-scale 
public works such as aqueducts or amphitheatres. 

In fact, the subjugation of Gaul was an act of imperialist violence 
that brought about the death and enslavement of hundreds of 
thousands of people. Partial genocides like that of the Eburones, the 
tens of thousands who fell in battle, the massive sales of slaves 
through the southern markets, and the looting of numerous 
sanctuaries were acknowledged by the conquerors in their own 
accounts. Archaeological evidence now supports their testimony.” 

Professor Nico Roymans of the Vrije University of Amsterdam, and 
Dr Manuel Fernandez-Gotz, University of Edinburgh. 


Greek traders founded Massalia (c. 600 BC) with exchange up the 
Rhone valley, but trade was disrupted soon after 500 BC and re-oriented 
over the Alps to the Po valley in Italy. The Franks would have settled in 
the northeastern Netherlands, as far as the Rhine, c. 200 BC. 


i’ 
The common description of the tall, blonde, savage Gauls. 


At the dawn of history in Europe, the Celts then living in what is 
now France were known as Gauls to the Romans. The territory of these 


peoples probably included the low 


countries, the Alps and what is now 

northern Italy. Their descendants were 

described by Julius Caesar in his Commentaries on the Gallic Wars. 
Eastern Gaul was the centre of the western La Téne culture. In later 
Iron Age Gaul, the social organization was similar to that of the 
Romans, with large towns. From the 3"! century BC the Gauls adopted 
coinage, and texts with Greek characters are known in southern Gaul 
from the 2" century BC. 

The Germanic people appeared for the first time in history in the 2" 
century BC. They were described by their Celtic neighbours as “tribes 
from the north and the east.” Even Caesar’s knowledge at the time of 
the Gallic War was partially biased by information provided by a Celtic 
Druid. The Germanic tribe’s name was taken up and generalized by the 
Gauls and later by the Romans, however, the Germanic people 
themselves only used the names of particular ethnic groups and did not 
see themselves as a unit. Their world history was always the history of 
their own individual tribe. 

The Romans arrived in the Rhone valley in the 2" century BC and 
encountered a Gaul that was mostly Celtic-speaking. In general terms, 
the Romans coined the name “Gaul” to describe the Celtic tribes of what 
is now central, northern and eastern France. 

The Gauls were divided from the Belgae to the north by the Marne 
and the Seine rivers, and from the Aquitani to the south by the River 
Garonne—reported by Caesar as the original cultural boundary 
between the Belgae and the Celtic Gauls, whom he distinguished from 
one another.'4 


'* The province was re-organized several times, first increased and later decreased 
in size. Diocletian brought the northeastern Civitas Tungrorum_ into 
Germania Inferior, joining the Rhineland colonies, and the remaining part of 
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In any case, it appears that the Frankish tribes, or the later Franks, fit 
primarily into the Istvaeonic dialect group, with certain Ingvaeonic 
influences towards the northwest (still seen in modern Dutch), and more 
Irminonic (High German) influences towards the southeast. 


eeks in pre-Roman Ga 

The Greeks in pre-Roman Gaul have a significant history of settlement, 
trade, cultural influence, and armed conflict in the Celtic territory of Gaul 
(modern France), starting from the 6th century BC during the Greek Archaic 
period. Following the founding of the major trading post of Massalia in 600 
BC by the Phocaeans at present day Marseille, Massalians had a complex 
history of interaction with peoples of the region. 


The language spoken by the Franks was part of the West 
Germanic language group, which had features from Proto-Germanic 
in the late Jastorf culture (c. 1“ century BC). The West Germanic group 
is characterized by a number of phonological and morphological 
innovations not found in North and East Germanic. The West Germanic 
varieties of the time are generally split into three dialect groups: 
Ingvaeonic (North Sea Germanic), 
Istvaeonic (Weser-Rhine Germanic) and 
Irminonic (Elbe Germanic). While each 
had its own distinct characteristics, there 
certainly must have still been a high degree of mutual intelligibility 
between these dialects. In fact, it is unclear whether the West Germanic 
continuum of this time period, or indeed Franconian itself, should still 
be considered a single language or that it should be considered a 
collection of similar dialects. 


Language ofthe Franks: 
three dialect groups. 


Gallia Belgica was divided into Belgica Prima in the eastern area of the 
Treveri, Mediomatrici and Leuci, around Luxembourg and the Ardennes, and 
Belgica Secunda between the English channel and the upper River Meuse. 


This is a map shows the old Catholic Diocese of Liege (in yellow) showing 
how large the diocese once was, and comparing it to modern boundaries: (Many 
early medieval dioceses were based upon older Roman provinces). It was larger 
than the princely territory of the medieval prince bishops. Also, this map can be 
used as an indicator of the possible size and shape of the civitas tungrorem, 
and probable boundaries which it evolved from. The modern Belgian provinces of 
Liége and Limburg are also shown. The red boundary which separates them is 
the modern language frontier between Dutch and French. The orange lines are 
modern national frontiers. 


: —~ . Tae 
a f rn = -_ ss 
A proposed distribution of five primary Proto-Germanic dialect groups 
in Europe around the turn of the millennia: 


North Germanic (— Proto-Norse by 300 AD) 


North Sea Germanic (Ingvaeonic) 
Weser-Rhine Germanic (Ist vaeonic) 
Elbe Germanic (Irminonic) 

East Germanic (— Gothic by 300 AD) 


The Rhine Frontier of the Roman Empire (70 AD). 


The early Franks (Latin: Franci or gens Francorum) were not a 
single tribe but a tribal union—a ‘loose’ confederation of smaller 


Germanic tribes ' whose name was first The Eranke: 
mentioned in Roman sources at the 
beginning of the AD 3™ century as being 

associated with tribes on the Lower and Middle Rhine, on the edge of 
the frontier of the Roman Empire, emerging in the regions north and 


‘© Based on the results from the Benelux Y-DNA Project it can be inferred that 
the Franks’ main paternal lineage was haplogroup R1b-U106, and that they 
belonged overwhelmingly the Z381 subclade. They a/so possessed other typical 
Germanic lineages like 11, 12a2a and R1a (L664 and Z283 subclades), although 
their ratio to R1b-U106 would have been 1:2, 1:6 and 1:7 respectively. Like 
modern Scandinavians, the Franks also probably carried a substantial amount 
of R1b-P312 lineages, including the L21, U152 and DF27 subclades, as well 
as a minority of E-V13, G2a3b1 and J2. Since all these lineages are also typical 
of population of Celtic or Italic (including Roman) descent, is not clear at 
present what proportion of these lineages in the Benelux can be attributed to the 
Gauls and the Romans, as opposed to the Franks. 
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east of the Rhine, there-at living near the sea (this is the meaning of 
‘Salian’), mostly in modern Netherlands. The first members of the 
Frankish confederation included: the Ampsivarii, the Bructeri, the 
Chamavi, the Chattuarii (Chasuarii), the Salii (or Salians), the 
Sugambri (or Sicambri), the Tubantes (Tuihantii). 

Later the term “Franks” was associated with Romanized Germanic 
dynasties within the collapsing Roman Empire, who eventually 
commanded the whole region between the rivers Loire and Rhine. 
This was definitely the case for the later Salii, being one of the two lesser 
tribal unions within the greater Frankish union. The other one was the 
Ripuarii (Ripuarian) Franks, meaning those tribes living by the river 
(i.e., the Rhine), in the Frankish hinterland, mostly in modern Germany. 
But the earlier Salii were rather not a confederation but a compact tribe 
which became the core people for the formation of the Salian Frankish 
confederation. Their cradle was possibly the region of Salland or 
Salaland in modern Eastern Netherlands. 

They then imposed power over many other post-Roman kingdoms 
and Germanic peoples, and still later they were given recognition by the 
Roman Catholic Church as successors to the old rulers of the Western 
Roman Empire. 
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The name Franci was not a tribal name, but within a few centuries it 
had eclipsed the names of the original peoples who constituted it. 
Following the precedents of Edward Gibbon and Jacob Grimm, the 
name of the Franks has been linked with the English adjective “frank,” 
originally meaning “free.” There have 

also been proposals that Frank comes from 
the Germanic word for “javelin” (such as of the Frankish name: 

in Old English franca or Old Norse 

frakka). Words in other Germanic languages meaning “fierce,” “bold” or 
“insolent” (German frech, Middle Dutch vrac, Old English fréc and Old 
Norwegian frakkr), may also be significant. 

Although the Frankish name does not appear until the 3" century, at 
least some of the original Frankish tribes had long been known to the 
Romans under their own names, both as allies providing soldiers and as 
enemies. The new name (i.e., “Frank”) first appears when the Romans 
and their allies were losing control of the Rhine region. The Franks were 
first reported as working together to raid Roman territory, but from the 


beginning these raids were associated with attacks upon them from 
outside their frontier area, by the Saxons, for example, and with the 
desire of frontier tribes to move into Roman territory with which they had 
had centuries of close contact. 


GALLIA j TRNC TERE 
sur Zoit oa eureres 
CAERSAKS. 


xywud? 


Arortenge 


MITCRIGES 


Per) ‘ul Vi 


OCVARUS 


ATLARTICUS 


MIESPANIA 
Approximate location of the original Frankish tribes in the 3" century. 


During the earlier expansion of the Frankish confederation in the 3" 
century, it absorbed officially or unofficially an additional number of 
Germanic or even some semi-Romanized Belgic (Belgae) '© tribes 
such as: the Batavi, the Chatti, the Cugerni, the Marsi, the Toxandri, 
the Tungrian tribal group, probably the remaining Tencteri and 
Usipetes some clans and subtribes of the Chauci and the Cherusci, the 
semi-Romanized Germanic Ubii and others. It is speculated that all the 
aforementioned tribes originally spoke a range of related Istaevonic 
dialects of the West Germanic branch of Proto-Germanic. Just a few 
of them spoke Latin (because of their Romanization) or even Belgic 
Celtic dialects. The tribes which for some centuries were living in the 
Roman provinces of Belgica Inferior, Belgica Superior and 
Germania Inferior were partially-Romanized (Ubii, Tungri, Batavi, 
Cugerni and others) and were probably re-Germanized when they 
became members of the Frankish communities. 

While all of them had a tradition of participating in the Roman military, 
the Salian Franks were allowed to settle within the Roman Empire. In 
357, having already been living in the civitas of Batavia for some time, 
Emperor Julian, who forced the Chamavi back out of the empire at the 
same time, allowed the Salians to settle further away from the border, in 


"© Belgium has only existed as a sovereign nation for just under 200 years. But 
despite its young kingdom, the name “Belgium” has ancient routes that date 
back to antiquity. Belgium 2000 years ago was a conglomerate of various 
tribes. The main tribes were Gallic and Germanic, and they were 
distinguished by the languages they spoke. As Julius Caesar came to 
conquer northern Gaul (modern day northern France, Belgium southern 
Netherlands and Luxembourg), he made a differentiation of the peoples within it. 
He is noted to have said that there was a tribe separated from the main Celtic 
part of Gaul in the south, by the Marne and Seine rivers, and from Germania in 
the north, with the Rhine river. The main tribe living here was called Belgae— 
the province hereafter became known to the Romans as Belgica. 

Belgica was later divided into two sections: Belgica Prima and Belgica 
Secunda—with Belgic Prima having Triér in Germany as its capital. As there 
were Gallic and Germanic tribes living in Belgica, it’s hard to place what tribe was 
dominant. However, Caesar says the Belgae were separated from the rest of 
Gaul by language, law and custom, and they had Germanic ancestry; the 
Gallic tribes had a balanced influence with the Belgae in the south as many tribal 
leaders names were Gallic. 

Not much of Roman presence remains in Belgium as the lines of Belgica Prima 
and Secunda have since been redrawn multiple times over the past two 
millennia. However, one city in Belgium not only claims to be the oldest city, but 
the only Roman administrative capital within the country’s borders: Tongeren, in 
Limburg, is a city with clear Roman roots. |t was not only mentioned by Caesar 
but has the only standing Roman walls in the country. Celebrating this fact, the 
city of Tongeren also has a Gallo-Roman museum where you can find out more 
about the history of the province. 

So although their presence is sparsely visible, the impact of the Romans was 
one of recording the peoples of Belgium in history and highlighting that the 
diversity of two different peoples has been a part of Belgium since Belgium 
existed. 
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Toxandria. The Salians evolved mostly in the area of modem 
Netherlands and the Ripuarian Franks mainly in the region of modern 
NW Germany. The Salian group found one of the Frankish federations 
whilest the Ripuarian group were added gradually and subsequently but 
not much later (except the Chatti and some other much later additions). 
The Sugambri seem to have been the leading tribe of the Ripuarian 
Franks but the medieval chronicles and many modern scholars relate 
them mostly to the Salians. This important tribe was possibly “a leading 
component for both the Salians and the Ripuarians.” The Franks were 
united as a single tribal federation under Salian leadership around the 
early-6" century AD. 
@ Streamgage 
—= Weser 
—— Tributary channel 


Subbasin 
DEM (a.m.s.1) 
—_ 522 r 


ae», 


Study area 


Karlshafen 
Germany 


Location of the Weser river segment and its tributary rivers. 
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This map illustrating the tribal alliances post Varus’ defeat in 9 AD in the Teutoburg Forest (see Teutoberger Wald/Eggegebirge, above), 
shows the locations of the fortresses visited on our trips to Noviomagus (Nijmegan), Vetera (Xanten) and at Aliso (Haltern). 


II. On the different Tribes of the Franks. 
The Ampsivarii 

The Ampsivarii, sometimes referenced by modern writers as 
Ampsivari—(a simplification not warranted by the sources)—were a 
Germanic tribe mentioned by ancient authors. Their homeland was 
originally around the middle of the river Ems, which flows into the 
North Sea at the Dutch-German border. Most likely they lived between 
the Bructeri minores (located at the delta of the river [Jssel) and the 
Bructeri maiores, who were living south of them on the upper Ems. It 
is supposed that their name is a Latin rendering of the Germanic “Ems- 
werer,” meaning “men of the Ems.” Reconstruction of the location of 
other tribes in the area places the Ampsivarii on the lower Ems. The 
names of least two modern towns reflect that of the river and tribe: 
Emden (in Germany) and Emmen (in the Netherlands). 

Tacitus in Annales Chapter 13.54,56, relates the sad fate of the 
men of the Ems, at which they arrived because they refused to accept a 
greater identity than that of a tribesmen (i.e., to become part of a nation). 
The problem began with their refusal to support Arminius (q.v.) in his 
surprise attack on three Roman legions at the Battle ofthe Teutoburg 
Forest in the year 9 AD. The tribes that did support him later became the 
greater alliance of the Franks and Saxons. 

Subsequently, the Chauci (v.i.) attacked them (the year 58 AD) and 
drove them from their lands on the Ems. They became refugees, 
hosted by various tribes in the west of Germany. Meanwhile, the 
Roman army had cleared out the lower Rhine, which they were using 
as a no-man’s land between Germany and Belgium. The principate 
had resolved to stop imperial expansion at the Rhine. 

The Frisii (v.i.), however, misinterpreted Roman inaction—and 
believing a rumor that the Roman army had been ordered not to move 
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Titus Bojocalis, third duke of the Frisians. 
Standing full-length, piercing an opponent lying on the ground with a lance. 
Illustration, with text on the back, from the book: Frisia seu de viris rebusque 
Frisiae illustribus libri duo. 
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against them had occupied land along the Lower Rhine for some time, 
cultivating the soil, but were driven out by the Romans. The Ampsivarii, 
after being chased from their seats by the Chauci (in the time of Nero), 
now made a bid for the same territory (previously occupied by the 
Frisians and other Germanic tribes), petitioning the Roman commander 
in the region to take possession of the perpetually available masterless 
territories; but they, too, were told in no uncertain terms to get out—as 
the deserted stretches were held in reserve for occasional use by the 
Roman army—for their sheep and cattle and horses. Thus, the common 
land already in use, albeit in the midst of men urgently in need of and 
hungry for a home, was occupied. When the Romans demurred in 
allowing them to possess the land, whilest the beasts were amply 
provided for, the befriended people refused to leave—and a troop of 
Roman cavalry was sent to sweep them out. Their chief, Boiocalus, 
supreme commander of the Lower Germanic troops, who was a 
person of distinguished reputation, famous among his people for his 
approved fidelity and fifty years of faithful military service to Rome, 
remonstrated that the territory was large enough for both them and the 
Romans and that the wide tracts might be habituated without encroaching 
on the Roman’s flocks and herds range. 

Indeed, Boiocalus’ loyalty had resulted from his refusal os Arminius 
during the Cheruscan uprising—him being put in irons on his orders and 
spending some time in prison for it. Under the leadership of Tiberius 
and Germanicus, he submitted his people to Roman dominion and, in 
some capacity, he received the status of friend of Rome. Thus, he made 
his impassioned appeal for use of the land... but to no avail—his petition 
that such parts which were free and common to all, having no possessor, 
soured—that it was incompatible with religion to devote deserted 
solitudes of the earth, which were designed by the gods for the use of 
men, and the unhappy people were driven from their habitation: Then, 
lifting his eyes to the heavens, he invoked the sun and the stars, noting to 
no useful purpose that the heavens belonged to the gods and the earth to 
mortal men, asking whether-or-not these preferred to look down upon 
empty land, calling for the sea to flood it and, in retaliation for such 
abuse, swallow up the usurpers who thus engrossed the desolate earth: 
(Tacitus, Annales 13.55.). 

Tacitus, although narrating the tenor of his plea to the Roman general 
Avitus,'’ and the latter’s reply (u.s.) to his spirited remonstrance, does 
not clarify the reason: (though, no doubt partially or wholly formatted by 
Tacitus, these speeches are characteristic of either the German and 
Roman points of view—as seen by contemporary and perspicacious 
historians). Avitus seems to have been annoyed by Boiocalus’ impressive 
appeal (u.s.) to the gods on behalf of his people, but the essence of his 
indignant reaction seems to have been such that it was necessary for the 
Ampsivarii to suffer and obey the commands of “their betters”; it being 


"Lucius Duvius Avitus was a Roman senator, who held several offices in the 


emperor's service. He was suffect consul—the highest elected political office of 
the Roman Republic (509 to 27 BC); each year, the citizens of Rome elected two 
consuls to serve jointly for a one-year term, and ancient Romans considered the 
consulship the highest level of the cursus honorum (Latin: lit. “course of honor,” 
or more colloquially “ladder of offices”; an ascending sequence of public offices 
to which politicians aspired)—in the nundinium of November-December 56 with 
Publius Clodius Thrasea Paetus (v.i.) as his colleague: (signifying the cycle of 
days observed by the Romans, which came to be used under the Enpire to 
indicate a period of consulship). 

Avitus is the only known member of his family to have held the consulship. 
Prior to becoming consul, Avitus was governor of the imperial province of 
Gallia Aquitania, in an unknown year. However, his tenure as governor of 
Germania Inferior is better known, which he held from 58 to the year 60. 
Tacitus records his military activities in the y ear 58. 

Publius Clodius Thrasea Paetus (died 66 AD) was a Roman senator notable 
for his principled opposition to the emperor Nero and his interest in Stoicism, he 
was the husband of Arria daughter of A. Caecina Paetus (a Roman senator who 
was condermed to death and ordered to commit suicide for his role in the revolt 
of Lucius Arruntius Camillus Scribonianus against the emperor Claudius) 
and Arria Major: (Not capable of forcing himself to do so, the elder Arria 
wrenched the dagger from her husband and stabbed herself, then returned it to 
him, saying that it didn’t hurt—“Non dolet, Paete!”—her story was recorded in 
the letters of Pliny the Younger, who obtained his information from Arria’s 
granddaughter, Fannia wife of Helvidius Priscus—a woman of fortitude and 
respectability and a political rebel in her own right). He was thus father-in-law of 
Helvidius Priscus and a friend and relative by marriage of the poet and satirist 
Aulus Persius Flaccus (of Etruscan origin). Thrasea was the most prominent 
member of the political faction known today as the Stoic Opposition—the name 
given to a group of Stoic philosophers who actively opposed the autocratic rule of 
certain emperors in the 1° century, particularly Nero and Domitian. 
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the will of the very gods Boiocalus was invoking that the weak must 
submit to the strong and that it was to the Romans which the gods 
entrusted sovereign judgment of who decided what to give and what to 
take away, without permitting any other judges interfere, nor tolerating 
any judgment of their actions by any save themselves. The Romans were 
insisting on the meliorum imperia, the “authority of betters,’ which 
seems to imply that the Ampsivarii were being invited to throw in their 
lot with the Romans, and should accept no arbitrators but them. This, 
according to Tacitus, was Avitus’ public response to the Ampsivarii; but 
privately, at the same time, he promised to cede land in recompense to 
Boiocalus, who was a brave general and an old personal friend... as a 
memento of his fifty-year friendship and long attachment to the Romans. 
However, the barbarian chieftain felt honour-bound to reject this offer 
with disdain and indignation on the grounds that the bribe for betraying 
his people wouldst brand him @ #a@ifor¢—and Tacitus credits him with a 
noble statement: 
“Desse nobis terre in vitam, in qua moriamur, non 
potest.” 


It is possible that his Celtic name reflects a Celtic origin of his family , 
in which case might have been an issue, or it 
might simply have been that as he was well-known to have been loyal to 
Rome, it turned out that the Roman offer was to be the last the 
Ampsivarii would receive. Thus, the Ampsivarii having taken offense to 
Avitus’ response, and they parted with mutual exasperations—with bad 
feelings on both sides—calling to the neighbouring nations and other 
tribes further afield, their old allies, to join them in confederation against 
the Romans and aid in the invasion of Germania Inferior. But these 
were awed by the Roman generals and their forces, so that, at length, 
averting perils which didst not concern them, they cowed in terror and 
disassociated them from the cause—and it was in vain the Ampsivarii 
formed a defensive alliance with two tribes of the future Franks: the 
Bructeri (v.i.) and the Tencteri (v.i.)—this hasty relationship to become 
allies in war was too little and too late. 


Avitus wrote to Titus Curtilius Mancia,'® legate of the upper army 
and governor of Germania Superior, requesting that he cross the Rhine 
and appear in a display of force to their rear; and Avitus himself led his 
legions into the land of the Tencteri, threatening them with annihilation 
unless they dissociated themselves with from their allies’ cause. And so, 
the Tencteri withdrew and the Bructeri now faced the same intimidation. 
And the Bructeri also abandoned the dangerous campaign which was 
none of their concern. Both allies having withdrawn from the alliance, the 
Romans withdrew from their country, leaving the Ampsivarii to stand 
alone. 


The Ampsivarii withdrew to the Tubantes (v.i.) and Usipii (v.i.), but 
were driven from their lands, as well—thus they made for the Chatti 
(v.i.) and Cheruscii (v.i.)... but these tribes did not provide them shelter 


‘© Titus Curtilius Mancia was a Roman senator who held several offices in the 
emperor's service during the middle of the 1° century AD. He was suffect 
consul in the nundinium of November-December 55 AD as the colleague of 
Gnaeus Cornelius Lentulus Gaetulicus son of Gnaeus Cornelius Lentulus 
Gaetulicus (consul in AD 26) and Apronia daughter of Lucius Apronius (consul in 
AD 8): He may be the father of Cornelia Gaetulica. No other senator with his 
gentilicium is known, so Mancia seems to have been a homo novus—the term 
in ancient Rome for a man who was the first in his family to serve in the Roman 
Senate or, more specifically, to be elected as consul. His origins are not known 
for sure; however, there are several indications that he came from Gallia 
Narbonensis—a Roman province located in what is now Languedoc and 
Provence, in southern France. At this time several senators came from this 
province, probably due to the influence of Nero's advisor, Sextus Afranius 
Burrus (born AD 1 at Vasio, Gallia Narbonensis—died AD 62)—a prefect of the 
Praetorian Guard and was, together with Seneca the Younger, an advisor to 
the Roman emperor Nero, making him avery powerful man in the early years of 
Nero's reign. In addition, his daughter married Gnaeus Domitius Afer Titius 
Marcellus Curvius Lucanus son of Sextus Curvius Tullus of Gallia 
Narbonensis, and a woman whose nare was likely Titia Marcellia, a member of 
the Narbonensischen aristocracy, a Roman senator and military commander 
active in the 1° century AD. His granddaughter, Domitia Lucilla Major, was, 
through her eponymous daughter Domitia Lucilla Minor (died 155-161) 
daughter of Domitia Lucilla Maior and the patrician Publius Domitius Calvisius 
Tullus Ruso a noble Roman woman, niece to Gnaeus Domitius Lucanus and 
grandmother of the emperor Marcus Aurelius. 
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for long, and the unhappy Ampsivarii were forced to seek shelter from 
other peoples... applying for settlements in neighbouring territories under 
a necessity of making long and various peregrinations, which terminated 
in their destruction: (Tacitus, Annales 13.55-57.). 

There does not seem to be any compelling reason to doubt the main 
facts of Tacitus’ story, despite his well-known tendency to uphold 
German virtue as an example to the Romans, despite his well-known 
tendency to uphold German virtue as an example to the Romans—and 
despite the ancient double tradition of “soft” as well as “hard positivism.” 
The final outcome was that the Ampsivarii remained homeless ethnic 
flotsam. After long wanderings, they migrated up the Rhine—at best 
guests hosted by some tribes, at worst indigent vagabonds and destitute 
paupers resisted by others as enemies on foreign soil. Entire tribes 
petitioned for land... requests refused by the Romans, force deciding the 
issue one way or t’other [ ] each case being so deeply embedded in 
different factual circumstances so as to represent historical realities 
rather than rather than merely literary tradition. Thus resulting in an 
impressive array of atrocities committed in confrontations between 
Romans and barbarians and vica-versa, until, at last, all their strong, 
young fighting men were dead through violence in strange lands. The 
survivors were captured and treated as the “spoils of war,” being 


SS 


distributed as “praeda” (i.e., booty, meaning “slaves”) to various tribes Veleda, a priestess and prophet of the Germanic tribe of the Bructeri 
and so the identity of the Ampsivarii did not go on to appear in| swearing vengeance on the Roman invaders, 69-70 AD. 
Ptolemy. From Ward and Lock's Illustrated History of the World, published c. 1882. 


In one quote, Sulpicius Alexander, a historian of Germanic tribes 
whose works are all lost except for quotes in Gregory of Tours, the 
Ampsivarii appear again some few hundred years after their loss in 
Tacitus. In the quote, a Roman general of Frankish family, 
Arbogastes (g.v.), attacked the Franks across the Rhine and works some 
devastation. A force of Chatti and Ampsivarii under Marcomer (q.v.) 
was seen on a distant hill, but the two did not engage. The circumstances 
imply that some Ampsivarii had found refuge among the Chatti and still 
held a tribal identity. 

Not long after the death of Arbogastes, emperor Honorius, had little 
time to spend on the Franks, as Italy was being overrun by Goths. 
Honorius replied to the British request for help against Anglo-Saxon 
invaders that they should defend themselves as best they could. The | — 
Notitia Dignitatum '° (Latin: “The List of Offices”), which lists Roman 
units and their heraldry, indicates that the Franks were taken as 
auxiliaries into the Roman army. A unit of Ampsivarii appears there. 


The Bructeri 

The Bructeri (Greek: Bpovxtepot; but Bovodktepot in Strabo) were 
a Germanic tribe in Imperial Roman times, located in northwestern 
Germany, in present-day North Rhine-Westphalia. Their territory 
included both sides of the upper Ems (Latin: Amisia) and Lippe (Latin: 
Luppia) rivers. At its greatest extent, their territory apparently stretched 
between the vicinities of the Rhine in the west and the Teutoburg 
Forest and Weser river in the east. In late Roman times they moved 
south to settle upon the east bank of the Rhine facing Cologne, an area 
later known as the kingdom of the Ripuarian Franks. 


6699 


"© The Notitia Dignitatum organization of the Eastern and Western Empires is 
unique as one of very few surviving documents of Roman government and 
describes several thousand offices from the imperial court to provincial 
governments, diplomatic missions, and army units. It is usually considered to be 
accurate for the Western Roman Empire in the AD 420s and for the Eastern or 
Byzantine Empire in the AD 390s. However, the text itself is not dated (nor is its 
author named), and omissions complicate ascertaining its date from its content. 
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Toxandria 


Politically, the Ripuarian Franks existed as a separate group only 
until about 507 AD. After that they were subsumed under the Salians. 
In the 3"¢ century the Franks crossed the Rhine settling in Toxandria, 
Southern Netherlands (the Salians) and deeper into the German 
Rhineland (the Ripuarians). In the 4" century and in modern geographical 
terms, the core Frankish territories were expanded and included the rest 
of southern Netherlands, modern Belgian and French Flanders and the 
adjoining area in Germany centered on Cologne (see map above). 

Already from the beginnings of the Frankish tribal federation there was 
pressure in its northeastern frontiers by the aggressive Saxons. The 
Weser River marked the original northeastern borders of the federation 
but the Saxon pressure and the evacuation of the original homeland due 
to the colonization of the new lands captured from the Romans south and 
west of the Rhine, moved them by the 5" century to the west of the Ems. 
Thereby in the 5" century, most of the original Frankish people came to 
live more southwesterly, roughly between modern Dortmund (Germany ), 
Zwolle (Netherlands) and the Somme in France. Large areas of the 
Frankish homelands were evacuated and occupied by the Saxons. The 
Westphali tribe of the Saxon confederacy was formed in those areas. 
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The German Tribes 


By the 6thcentury, the Frankish communities had expanded to modern 
Lorraine, the Palatinate and Hesse (being the land of the Chatti). Their 
ongoing expansion since the 3rd century brought about the formation of 
further Frankish ethnic varieties such as the M eusean and the Hessian 
Franks. The Meusean Franks came from a tribal intermixture of Salians 
and Ripuarians as well as local Gallo-Romans (mainly of local Belgae 
origins). They were established in the area between the Meuse (Maas) 
and the Rhine (roughly modern SE Netherlands, Wallonia, Luxembourg 
and Lorraine) being the new Frankish heartlands after the movement of 
the Frankish ethno-political centre to the Southwest. At the same period, 
the Salian Franks proper were established in the rest of Southern 
Netherlands, mainly in Toxandria, in the Belgian and French Flanders, 
and of course in Neustria (North France) living among the much more 
numerous Gallo-Roman population. M ost of the Salians were eventually 
Latinized linguistically. The Ripuarian Franks proper went on living in 
the Rhineland region, while the Hessian Franks were in fact mainly the 
large tribe of the Chatti, a later addition in the Frankish confederation. 
Later the Hessian Franks also included some Frankisized 
Suebi/Alemanni (Swabi) and Thiiringians. The Hessians were not bonded 
so strictly politically to the other Franks. 


Caught in a pincer-movement between invading Germanic tribes & 
advancing Roman legions in Caesar’s day, anti-Roman factions of 
several Belgic tribes fled to SE England & the southern half of Ireland. 
Roman legions snuffed out Celtic autonomy across Europe. 


“They rob, kill andrape and call this Roman Rule. They create a desert 
called Peace." 
Calgacus, quoted by Tacitus 


© :Darcy-John:Bouchard, /i Exo 
Natural “ flesh- Sovereign Perso 


Saint Benedict 


and-blood” 


At the time of the Goths, their king Totilahad heard that the saint had a 
prophetic spirit. He headed for his monastery, but not far stopped and 
sent to announce his visit. From the monastery, he was immediately 
responded to come. But Totila, who was suspicious, he wanted to see if 
the man of God truly possessed the prophetic spirit. He gave his shoes to 
a squire named Riggo, and had put him on the royal garments, 
commanding him to present himself to the man of God as if he were the 
king. He assigned him to escort three of accounts closest to him, that is, 
Vult, Ruderico and Blidin. He added signs and other squires and purple 
raiment for you to believe that he was the king. 


When Riggo with sumptuous clothing with the escort he entered the 
monastery, Benito called out, "Take off what you wear, it's not yours." 
Riggo fearful for having made fun of him, he fell to the ground, with all 
those who accompanied him, got up did but not dare to approach the man 
of God. Impressed to have been unmasked they returned to their king by 
telling what happened. 

Totila was then personally to the man of God. When he saw him sitting at 
a distance, did not dare to approach, and bowed to the ground. The saint 
told him two or three times: "Get up!", But Totila did not dare get up in 
front of him. Benito, the servant of our Lord Jesus Christ, deign to go to 
the king prostrated himself. He lifted him off the ground, rebuked him for 
his evil deeds and few words predicted all that would happen to him, 
saying, "You're making a lot of evil things, and many other you have 
made. Finally stop iniquity! You will enter Rome, spend the sea, will 
reign for nine years and in the tenth year will die". 


At these words the king was shocked, asked for his blessing, he went 
away. From then on it was less cruel. Shortly after he entered Rome, then 
he landed in Sicily. In the tenth year, actually he lost both the kingdom is 
life. His sister Scholastica, consecrated to the Lord, once a year she used 
to visit him. The man of God came down to meet her in a dependency of 
the monastery, not far from the door. Once Scholastica came, and the 
venerable brothercame down from her accompanied by some disciples. 
After spending the whole day in the praise of the Lord and in holy 
conversation, when it was about to get off the darkness of the night, they 
took food together. It was now getting late, but still sat at the table, 
talking of sacred things, when his sister besought him, saying: "Please do 
not leave me this night, we stay until morning to talk about the joys of 
heavenly life." Benito, she replied: "What do you say sister? I cannot help 
myself out of the monastery". 


The sky was perfectly serene, without even a cloud. On hearing the 
rejection of his brother, the consecrated virgin, he puts his hands clasped 
on the table and I leaned over the head to invoke the Lord Almighty. 
When he looked up, they suddenly unleashed thunder and lightning, 
accompanied by violent downpours, which prevented to Benito and his 
brothers came with him to leave the house. 


Benedict regretted and grieved said, "God Almighty forgives you, sister. 
What have I done?". The sister replied: "I begged you, but you would not 
listen tome. I prayed and the Lord has answered. Now get me if youcan, 
and let me go back to your monastery." Benito, unable to get out of the 
house, was forced to restrain her. They spent all night watching and 
satiating mutually with the holy conversation on the life of the spirit. 
The next day the venerable woman returned to his cell and the man of 
God to his monastery. Three days later, while he was in his cell, Benito 
raising his eyes he saw the soul of his sister, out of the body, come in the 
form of a dove into the depths of thesky. Full of joy for such glory, he 
gave thanks with hymns to God Almighty, and announced to the brothers 
the news of his death. 

Immediately he sent some to carry his body to the monastery, and made 
him lay in the tomb he had prepared for himself. So, as they had been 
always one spirit in God, their bodies were not separated in the burial. 

In the same year that he would leave this life, Benito predicted the day of 
his death to some disciples who lived with him and others who were far 
away. Those present ordered him to keep quiet about what they had 
heard; who was absent, pointed to what kind of a sign would have seen at 
the time that his soul would leave the body. 
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Six days before he died he ordered to open his tomb. Soon he was struck 
by fevers which began to make him weak. The disease went aggravating 
by the day. On the sixth day that he brought to the disciples in oratory, he 
got fortified for his transit with the viaticum of the body and blood of the 
Lord. The disciples argued in their arms that body debilitated: Benito, on 
his feet, his arms raised to the sky, poured himself out in prayer and gave 
up the spirit. 


On the same day of his death it was revealed with the same vision to the 
same two monks, one of whom was in the monastery, the other in a more 
distant place. 

They saw a road covered with carpets and all shining lamps that from his 
cell went up and, in a straight line towards the east, up to the sky. At its 
summit there was a man of venerable appearance and shining light, who 
asked them if they knew that what was the way they were seeing. They 
replied they did not know. Then the man said: "This is the path on which 
Benito the man whom the Lord loves, ascended into heaven". 

At that time even those who were far away him could hear the saint's 
death, such as those present that they saw with their own eyes. 

He was buried in the oratory of San Giovanni Battista, which he had built 
on the spot where he destroyed the altar of Apollo. 
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Celtic Manapi, Morini and Atrebates were driven SW into Belgium, N 


France and SE Britain. The Morini lost Kassel Morinorum to the Manapi 
who then renamed it Kassel Manapiorum. The Atre-bates lost Thuroit and 
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Below: Medieval Frankish territories in modern Belgium, 
the Netherlands, Luxemburg and the German Rhineland. 
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Map above: Gaul in 481 AD. The Salian Frankish kingdom of the 
Merovingians is noted in the North, as well as the locations of the Salians 
and the Ripuarians. Tournai and Cambrai were now the two main power 
centers of the Salians. 

Below: Frankish expansion 481-814 AD. Austrasiaand Neustria are also 
noted. 


But the main new political division among the Franks was their division 
in Neustrians and Austrasians, especially after the 5th century, due to 
their political division in the Merovingian kingdoms of Neustria (“New 
kingdom” in Germanic, being the Western Kingdom) and Austrasia 
(“Eastern kingdom”, being the Old kingdom of the Frankish heartlands). 
The bulk of the old Salian Franks formed the Neustrians, while the 
Austrasian Franks included mainly the Meuseans, Ripuarians and 
Hessians. The Meusean Franks were the leading population of the 
Austrasians. The Carolingian dynasty/family, from whom Charles Martel 
and Charlemagne originated, was a Meusean Frankish noble family 
originating from the region around the modern three-sided borders 
between the Netherlands, Germany and Belgium (modern Maastricht - 
Liege-Aachen region). The aversion between the Neustrian and 
Austrasian nobility sometimes resulted in open enmity, ending ina 
number of internal wars. 

Taking into account a number of quotations in the early medieval 
chronicles, the Merovingian dynasty who in the 5th century managed to 
unite all the Frankish tribes, was of Sugambrian origins. The chronicles 
often mention the Merovingians and sometimes generally the Salian 
Franks as ‘Sugambri’ and it is obvious in my point of view that there is 
no ‘literary license’ in these quotations of ethnic address for reasons that 
I cannot analyze in this limited article. Ian Wood in his study on the 
Merovingian kingdoms proposes that the Merovingians were originally 
from Thuringia because of their close relations with this region but I 
cannot understand why he ignores or rejects the more evident relation of 
that dynasty with the Sugambri. 
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A Frankish warrior of the 6th century AD. A variety of his arms, armour 
and equipment is shown. Note especially his decorated spangenhelm. The 
alternative helmet is also of Northern Iranian Asiatic origins, adopted by 
the Germanics, the Huns and the Romans. Painting by Angus McBride 
(copyright: Osprey publishing, Warrior series) 


The Old Salian Frankish dialects evolved into the modern Dutch, Flemish 
and Afrikaan dialects, while the Old Ripuarian Frankish dialects evolved 
into the modern German Franconian dialects of the middle Rhine and 
Main valleys. 

In future articles, I will deal in detail with the ethnic expansion and 
linguistic evolution of the Franks of the Middle and Late periods of their 
history (5th-10th centuries) and their possible phy sical survival in some 
modern populations (bio-genetic studies). I will also deal with the alleged 
and much debated “nationality” of Charles the Great, mostly known as 
Charlemagne. 
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Francus son of King Genger / Zenter of Cimmerian Bosporus son 
of Helenus I Scamandrios son of King Priam of Troy and Princess 
Hécube of Phrygia was the eponymous ancestor and legendary hero 
of the Franks, a descendant of the Trojans, founder of the 
Merovingian dynasty and forefather of HRE Charlemagne. 

He seems to have been an invention of Merovingian historians. 
Gregory of Tours,”’ a 6" century Gallo-Roman historian wrote that 
nothing was known about the origin of the Franks except that they came 
from Pannonia.”' Gregory names some of the kings a few generations 


*° Apart from the more respected History of the Franks by Gregory of 
Tours, two more colourful early sources that describe the origin of the 
Franks are a 7"-century work known as the Chronicle of Fredegar and 
the anonymous Liber Historiae Francorum, written a century later. 

* The Provincia of Pannonia of the Roman Empire corresponds to 
present-day western Hungary and parts of eastern Austria, as well as 
portions of several Balkan states, primarily Slovenia, Croatia and Serbia 
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before his time but does not provide a connected genealogy. Francus is 
first named as an ancestor of the Franks by Fredegar (7" century), who 
also says he was “a descendant of the Trojan king Priam” but gives no 
details (Chronicon, II, 4-6, III, 2, 9). 


pm 


Ancient regions of Europe 


The major primary sources on the early Franks include the Panegyrici 
Latini, Ammianus Marcellinus, Claudian, Zosimus, Sidonius 


Apollinaris and Gregory of Tours. None of these sources present a 


detailed list of which tribes or parts of tribes became Frankish, or 
concerning the politics and history. 


(Vojvodina). The Pannonians were mainly Illyrians, but there were 
some Celts in the western part of the province. 

The Roman conquest of the area began in 35 BC under Octavian 
(who later became the emperor Augustus) and was completed in 14 BC 
with the capture of Sirmium (Sremska Mitrovica, Vojvodina)—the key 
town of the Sava River valley. The Pannonian tribes, joined by the 
Dalmatians, revolted in 6 AD, posing the gravest threat to Italy since 
Hannibal’s invasion. After the revolt was put down, Pannonia was 
organized as a separate province in 9 AD and garrisoned with three 
legions. 

The emperor Trajan divided the province about 106 AD. The western 
and northern districts constituted Pannonia Superior, which was the 
focal point of the Roman wars with the Marcomanni in the reign of 
Marcus Aurelius (reigned 161-180), who died at Vindobona (Vienna). 
The southern and eastern districts were organized as Pannonia Inferior 
under Diocletian (284-305). Pannonia Superior was divided into 
Pannonia Prima and Pannonia Ripariensis (or Savia), and Pannonia 
Inferior was divided into Valeria and Pannonia Secunda. 

The inhabitants of Pannonia retained their own culture into the 2™ 
century AD, but Romanization did proceed rapidly, especially in the 
west. In the 1* century AD Emona (Ljubljana, Slovenia) and Savaria 
(Szombathely, Hungary) were made Roman colonies, and Scarbantia 
(Sopron, Hungary) and other cities were made municipia (self-governing 
communities). Pannonia was the birthplace of several Roman emperors 
of the 3" century, and the province provided large numbers of troops for 
the Roman army. The grave barbarian threat in the 4" century forced 
the Romans to withdraw after 395. From that time Pannonia ceased to 
exist as a separate unit. 
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The Gesta, describes how 12,000 Trojans, led by Priam and Antenor, 
sailed from Hium (Troy) to the River Don (in present-day Russia) and 
on to Pannonia, which is on the River Danube, settling near the Sea of 
Azov. There they founded a city called Sicambria. (The Sicambri were 
the most well-known tribe in the Frankish homeland in the time of the 
early Roman empire, still remembered though defeated and dispersed 
long before the Frankish name appeared.) 


Pannonia 


The Trojans joined the Roman army in accomplishing the task of 
driving their enemies into the marshes of Meotis, for which they 
received the name of Franks (meaning “savage”). 

The Franks, a collection of Germanic peoples—associated with tribes 
on the Lower and Middle Rhine, on the edge of the Roman Empire—are 
first mentioned in the Augustan History, a collection of biographies of 
the Roman emperors. 
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The Chronicle of Fredegar claims that the Franks came originally 
from Troy and quotes mention of the Franks in the works of Vergil and 
Hierony mous.” The chronicle describes Priam as a Frankish king whose 
people migrated to Macedonia after the fall of Ilium (Troy). A decade 
later the Romans killed Priam and drove away Marcomer and Sunno, 
the sons of Priam and Antenor; the other Franks then divided. The 
European Franks under King Francio, just as Romulus went to 
Rome, reached Francia. Another branch, under King Turchot, became 
the Turks. 
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The Rhine is one of the major European rivers, which has its sources in 
Switzerland and flows in an mostly northerly direction through Germany 


and The Netherlands to the North Sea. 


intef- 
rhein 


* Saint Jerome was a Christian priest, confessor, theologian, and 
historian. He was born at Stridon, a village near Emona on the border of 
Dalmatia and Pannonia. He is best known for his translation of most of 
the Bible into Latin, and his commentaries on the Gospels. His list of 
writings is extensive. 
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Gallia Belgica 


Of all the Gallic peoples the Belgae are the most courageous, 
because they are farthest removed from the culture and civilization of 
the Province, and least often visited by merchants introducing the 
commodities that make for effeminacy; and also because they are 
nearest to the Germans dwelling beyond the Rhine, with whom 
they are continually at war. [ ] Caesar could see that the Germans 
were becoming gradually accustomed to cross over the Rhine, and 
that the arrival of a great host of them in Gaul was dangerous for the 
Roman people. Nor did he suppose that barbarians so fierce would 
stop short after seizing the whole of Gaul; but rather, like the Cimbri 
and Teutoni before them, they would break forth into the Province, 
and push on thence into Italy. [ ] All this, he felt, must be faced 
without a moment’s delay. 

Julius Caesar - De Bello Gallico - Loeb edition 
The Belgae were a group of tribes living in northern Gaul, on the 
west bank of the Rhine, in the 3" century BC, and later also in Britain, 
and possibly even Ireland. They gave their name to the Roman province 
of Gallia Belgica, and very much later, to the modern country of 
Belgium. 
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Rhine River 


Fredegar states that Théodémir, named king of the Franks by Gregory, 
was descended from Priam, Friga and Francio. 
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On the Kings of the Franks and of the Kings of the Cimmerians and of the Kings of the Sicambrii and the later Kings of Troy (Ilium) 
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Gaul in the time of the Caesars 


Julius Caesar describes Gaul at the time of his conquests (58-51 
BC) as divided into three parts, inhabited by the Aquitani in the 
southwest, the Gauls of the biggest central part, who in their own 
language were called Celtae, and the Belgae in the north. Each of these 
three parts were different in terms of customs, laws and language. He 
noted that the Belgae, being farthest from the developed civilization of 
Rome and closest to Germania over the Rhine, were the bravest of the 
three groups, because “merchants least frequently resort to them, and 
import those things which tend to effeminate the mind.” 

Mark: Ancient sources such as Caesar are unclear about the things 
used to define ethnicity today. He describes the Belgae as both Celtic 
(or at least Gaulish) and Germanic (some of them...! by descent). 


German warriors, 1“ century BC - 1“ century AD 
The Menapii were a Belgic tribe of northern Gaul in pre-Roman 
and Roman times. According to descriptions in such authors as Strabo, 
Caesar, Pliny the Elder and Ptolemy: Their territory stretched 
northwards to the mouth of the Rhine in the north, but more lastingly it 
stretched along the west of the Scheldt river. \n later geographical terms 
this territory corresponds roughly to the modern Belgian coast, the 
Belgian provinces of East and West Flanders. It also extended into 
neighbouring France and the river deltas of the Southern Netherlands. 
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Map of “Germania Inferior” and of parts of “Gallia Belgica” (in 
orange) andof ''Germania Superior," three Roman provinces, from 
"Droysens Allgemeiner Historischer Handatlas 1886": the dots indicate 
the main towns covered in this section: Castra Vetera (Xanten), Colonia 
Agrippina (Cologne), Bonna (Bonn), Augusta Treverorum (Triér), 
Mogontiacum (Mainz). 


The Elbe Germanii (German: Elbgermanen) or Elbe Germanic 
peoples were Germanic tribes whose settlement area, based on 
archaeological finds, lay either side of the Elbe estuary on both sides of 
the river and which extended as far as Bohemia and Moravia, clearly the 
result of a migration up the Elbe river from the northwest in advance of 
the main Migration Period until the individual groups ran into the Roman 
Danube Limes around 200 AD. The Elbe Germanii included the tribes of 
the Semnones, Hermunduri, Quadi, Marcomanni and the Lombards. 
Historically they are possibly the same as the Irminones or Herminones 
mentioned by classical authors such as Tacitus, Pliny the Elder and 
Pomponius Mela. The most notable of these were the Suebic tribes. 

The Suebi were described by Julius Caesar as the “largest and the most 


warlike nation of all the Germans.” 7° 
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* De Bello Gallico, Book IV, sections 1-3, and 19; Book VI, section 10. 
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The Gallo-Romanic Empire 
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Roman civilization in the provinces comprising the territories of 
modern-day Britain, Spain, France, Germany and neighboring nations 
seemed on the verge of extinction, threatened by Germanic invasions 
from across the Rhine. Normally, these “barbarian raids” were 
limited in scope and eventually could be repulsed by Roman forces in the 
region. However, the Roman defensive network in the West had been 
greatly weakened as a result of civil wars and a dire need for troops 
elsewhere in the empire. 

In the year 260, the Roman world was especially vulnerable: The 
Juthungi * had invaded Italy and the Roman Emperor Valerian I 


* The Juthungi (Greek: Jouthungoi; Latin: Iuthungi) were a Germanic 
tribe in the region north of the rivers Danube and Altmthl in the 
modern German state of Bavaria. The tribe was mentioned by the Roman 
historians Publius Herennius Dexippus and Ammianus Marcellinus. 
The meaning of their name is “descendants,” and refers to the ancient 
Suebian tribe of the Semnoni. 

The Semnones (Greek: Zepvovwv BaotAevc) were a Germanic tribe, 
part of the Suebi, which were settled between the Elbe and the Oder in 
the 1 century, being described by Tacitus in Germania: 

“The Semnones give themselves out to be the most ancient and 
renowned branch of the Suevi. Their antiquity is strongly attested by 
their religion. At a stated period, all the tribes of the same race 
assemble by their representatives in a grove consecrated by the auguries 
of their forefathers, and by immemorial associations of terror. Here, 
having publicly slaughtered a human victim, they celebrate the horrible 
beginning of their barbarous rite. Reverence also in other ways is paid 
to the grove. No one enters it except bound with a chain, as an inferior 
acknowledging the might of the local divinity. If he chance to fall, it is 
not lawful for him to be lifted up, or to rise to his feet; he must crawl 
out along the ground. All this superstition implies the belief that from 
this spot the nation took its origin, that here dwells the supreme and 
all-ruling deity, to whom all else is subject and obedient. The fortunate 
lot of the Semnones strengthens this belief; a hundred cantons are in 
their occupation, and the vastness of their community makes them 
regard themselves as the head of the Suevic race.” 

Tacitus, Germania, XXXIX 

Ganna (Greek: I'évva; interpreted as connected to Old Norse gandr, 
“magic wand”) was a politically active Germanic seer and priestess 
(Seherin) of the Semnones tribe: As in the case of the seeresses Veleda 
(v.i.), Waluburg, and perhaps Albruna her name is related to the 
"speaking" role of a prophet; however, her name may also derive from 
the Proto-Celtic geneta (“girl”). She was the successor of Veleda of the 
Germanic tribe of the Bructeri—both described as virgins—who had 
achieved some prominence during the Batavian rebellion of AD 69-70 
by correctly predicting the initial successes of the rebels against Roman 
legions, and was widely regarded as a living goddess by most of the 
tribes in central Germany. 

Ganna accompanied Masyas to negotiate with Roman Emperor 
Domitian (ruled 81-96), either during his temporary stay in Gaul (c. 
82), or going to Rome—and, after being honoured by him, returned 
home. 

In addition to her religious functions in divination, prophecy and 
magical incantations, Ganna also acted as a diplomat and representative 
of her tribe in negotiations. Masyas (Greek: Méovoc), king of the 
Semnones, and his influential priestess are mentioned by Cassius Dio 
as worshipping a supreme god (Latin: regnator omnium deus) at a 
sacred grove of fetters (Old Norse: Fjéturlundr)—also mentioned in 
the Eddic poem Helgakvida Hundingsbana II. [Some scholars have 
identified the deity of the Semnones with an early form of Odin. Others 
suggest an early form of Tyr may have been involved, as he is the 
Germanic continuation of Proto-Indo-European sky-father *“dyeus,” 
whose cognates are Jupiter and Zeus. Furthermore, Tacitus reports 
that the Germanic peoples of his age regarded a “Tuisco” or “Tuisto” as 
the progenitor of mankind, which is sometimes surmised to be a 
Latinization of Proto-Germanic *“Tiwaz,” which later became “Tyr” in 
Old Norse. Ultimately, evidence is insufficient for certain identification. 

In the 3" century, the Semnones/Juthungi shifted southwards and 
eventually ended up as part of the Alamanni people. They invaded Italy 
in 259-260, but on their way back were defeated near Augsburg on 24-25 
April 260 by Marcus Simplicinius Genialis (this is recorded on a 
Roman victory altar found in 1992). At this time the Roman Empire lost 
control of this part of the frontier. Between 356 and 358 the Juthungi and 
the Alamanni invaded the province of Raetia, and destroyed Castra 
Regina (the Roman capital of the province, and one of the biggest 
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(253 - 260) and his army had been captured by the Persians. The 
situation wasn’t much better in the West, where local commanders were 
left to fend for themselves. In the wake of barbarian invasions and 
instability, and in the midst of rebellion, Postumus, a governor of 
Germany, took his chance to establish autonomy in the provinces west of 
the Alps and set himself up as an independent emperor in the West. 
From the larger Roman world he carved his own empire, which survived 
nearly 15 years before finally being taken by force in the spring of 274 
and reintegrated into the Roman Empire. Postumus’ “Romano-Gallic 
Empire” won broad support within its borders, and its people fared better 
that one might imagine they would have under the governance of the 
central Roman authorities, who during that time were distracted by a 
myriad other threats and concerns. This so-called Gallo-Romanic 
Empire had its own Praetorian Guard, elected its own Consuls and its 
own Senate. And, backed by the might of multiple foederati tribes, 
this new western Rome aspired to take the throne of the most powerful 
faction in the known world. 

Postumus ruled effectively for nine years, until he was murdered in 269. 


The Four Main Emperors 


Postumus 
(259-268AD) 


Tetricus I Tetricus II Caesar 
(2z70-273AD) (270-273AD) 


All told, eight men issued coins in connection with this short-lived 
empire. The coins of four issuers—Postumus, Victorinus, Tetricus I, and 
Tetricus II—were struck in very large quantities and are readily available. 
A collection of the most common coins of this empire, being the billon 
double-denarii (antoniniani) of these four emperors, can be assembled 
with ease for a surprisingly modest sum. However, coins of the remaining 
four emperors—Aureolus, Laelianus, Marius, and Domitianus—are 
decidedly less common, with the last being among the fabled rarities of 
the Roman world. The “reigns” of these four men, all of which occurred 
between circa 267 and circa 271, are worthy of individual discussion. 

Aureolus, the first of these usurpers, is of special interest because he 
forged a secret pact with Postumus while serving as a cavalry commander 
for the Roman Emperor Gallienus (253 to 268). He was based in 
Mediolanum (modern Milan), an important post in the defense of Italy 
and neighboring provinces. Late in the reign of Postumus, seemingly in 
267 or 268, Aureolus proclaimed his allegiance to the Gallic rebel and led 
a revolt against Gallienus. Instead of issuing coins in his own name, 
though, Aureolus struck coins at Milan that bore the portrait, name and 
titles of his benefactor Postumus. They may be distinguished from 
Postumus’ own coins by their peculiar style and fabric, by the inclusion 
of mint officina marks (P, S or T), and often by their reverse inscriptions, 
which typically end with AEQVIT, EQVIT or EQVITVM, a distinctive 
feature that is thought to be a reference to the cavalry forces under 
Aureolus’ command at Milan. 

Laelianus, unlike Aureolus, who had formed an alliance with 
Postumus, took the opposite approach and raised a rebellion against the 
founder of the Romano-Gallic Empire. His effort to overthrow Postumus 
occurred in the first half of 269 and he did not long survive. Laelianus’ 
revolt appears to have lasted between one and three months—hence the 
rarity of his coins. Laelianus was a Spaniard who had been appointed by 
Postumus to a governorship in Germany. He revolted at Mainz with two 
legions under his command, seemingly while Postumus was busy 
defending his eastern border against an invasion by the Roman Emperor 
Claudius I (268 to 270). Laelianus’ coins bear distinctive portraits of 
the rebel, engraved in the style of his opponent Postumus. 

Soon after Laelianus’ revolt had been put down, Postumus was 
murdered, perhaps because he did not allow his soldiers to sack Mainz, 
the city from which Laelianus had staged his rebellion. In the power void 
that came into being afterward, a soldier named Marius was hailed 
emperor by his fellow soldiers; he is said to have been a blacksmith by 


Victorinus 
(268AD) 


Roman military camps in south Germany, with massive stone walls and a 
village). A second invasion of Raetia in 383 was repelled by an army of 
Alans and Huns. Between 429 and 431 the Roman general Aétius also 
fought against the Juthungi in Raetia. 


trade... how much of this is true is anyone’s guess, as the sources for this 
period of Roman history seamlessly merge fact and fiction. His reign, 
which seems to have occurred in the summer or fall of 269, is reported to 
have lasted only two-or-three days before he too was murdered, with a 
sword of his own manufacture. But his coins—though rare—survive in 
sufficient quantities that modern historians agree that his reign must have 
lasted longer, perhaps about three months. Since some of Marius’ coins 
were struck with reverse dies that originally had been used to produce 
coins of Laelianus, it is presumed that Marius struck most of his coins at 
the city of Mainz. 

The rarest of all coins from this empire were struck in the name of a 
certain Domitianus. The style and fabric of his coins suggest that he 
staged a rebellion against the Romano-Gallic Emperor Victorinus (269 
to 271), perhaps sometimes late in the reign. Only two examples 
currently are known. The first example of his coinage was discovered in a 
hoard of some 1300 pieces in north-central France in 1900, and the 
second was found in a hoard of about 5000 coins unearthed more than a 
century later, in 2003, in south-central England. The authenticity of his 
coinage is now considered to be beyond dispute. Thus, we are fortunate 
to add—with confidence—another name to the list of rebels who made 
momentary grasps at power during the waning years of the Romano- 
Gallic Empire. 


The Roman Empire didn’t ‘fall’ in a cataclysmic event as the movies 
and TV would have you believe — it localized and eventually dissolved 
like chain mail fragmenting into separate links, giving way to rump 
states, local city states and petty kingdoms. New, dynamic and often 
warring nations emerged — Goths, Franks, Alemans and Burgundians. 

But one part of the Roman empire hung on in Gaul — the intriguing 
Domain of Soissons. 

Officially, the last Roman emperor in the West reigned until AD 475 
(Julius Nepos) or AD 476 (Romulus Augustulus) — take your pick of the 
two available contenders. But the last really effective Roman emperor, 
Majorian, had died in AD 461. Before he did, he’d appointed Aegidius in 
AD 457 to command all military forces in Gaul as magister militum 
(master of soldiers). 

Soissons in the north-west was the only remaining Roman territory in 
Gaul by then and included Angers, Orleans, Reims, Paris and much of 
modern day Normandy up to the Channel coast. A corridor to Italy was 
annexed by the Germanic tribes occupying Gaul, cutting off Aegidius and 
his citizens from the empire. 
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The Domain of Soissons - a Roman remnant. 


Aegidius managed torule in much of his province, but died in AD 464 or 
AD 465 and after a brief rule by Paulus, a Roman official, his son 
Syagrius succeeded him as ruler. Although Syagrius was sometimes 
called Rex Romanorum (King of the Romans), probably by the 
barbarians settled on Soissons’ borders, the citizens living there didn’t 
consider themselves as anything other than inhabitants of a separated 
province of the Western Roman empire. They perpetuated Roman rule 
and core structures for nearly thirty years despite being cut off from the 
Italian homeland (which was also pretty chaotic at this time). 
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Unfortunately for Syagrius, in AD 486 he came up against the most 
dynamic and ruthless leader of the new Europe, the Frankish king Clovis, 
and lost the Battle of Soissons. Syagrius sought sanctuary with Alaric, 
king of the Visigoths, but when Clovis threatened war, he handed 
Syagrius over to Clovis for execution. The Gallo-Roman enclave was 
absorbed into the Frankish kingdom, a step that established the Franks as 
the major regional power and laid the foundations of a later nation-state, 
France. 

Even though it’s a footnote of history, Romans carrying on a Roman life 
— social, economic, legal — surrounded by barbarians does have a tinge of 
the romantic, of a people stranded in time... 


Milan Siscia 


9 - Rome 


‘ * 


CENTRAL EM PIR Ene f 
“PALNY REE 
eee EMPIRES 


2] 


:Darcy-John:Bouchard, /i Exdéuile de la famille Kanata, OCN ” 


The Franks and Franconia 


The concept of feudalism was a combination of German and Roman 
practices developed and practiced most widely by the barbarian folk 
living north and east of the Lower Rhine who, wanting freedom from 
both other Germans and the Romans, united in the 3% century AD and 
adopted the common name “Frank” (traditionally assumed to be derived 
either from the word “free” * or “javelin”—such as in Old English 
franca or Old Norse frakka, Latinized francisca “throwing axe,” 
analogous to the name of the Saxons, which appears to derive from Proto- 
Germanic *sahsa- “knife, dagger, short sword”). 


Salian settlement in Toxandria in 358 where Julian the Apostate made 
them dediticii. *° 


*° The Middle English adjective frank “free, liberal, generous” was adopted c. 1300 
from Old French franc “free (not servile),” from Medieval Latin francus “free, at 
liberty,” as a noun “a freeman, a Frank.” The generalized meaning of “freeman” and 
adjectiv al “free” dev eloped because under Frankish rule in Gaul, only Franks were 
free of taxation. 

The Gallo-Roman population held a lower rank in Frankish society. Salic law 
was the Germanic law codified in the early -6"" century to apply to Franks within the 
Frankish Empire. The legal system in Francia tried every man according to the law of 
his own race, the Gallo-Roman subject population fell under separate laws, and y et 
separate laws concerned the interaction between Franks (freemen) and Gallo-Roman 
subjects. The most notable of these are the Lex Romana Visigothorum or 
Breviary of Alaric (506), the Lex Romana Curiensis and the Lex Romana 
Burgundionum. This led to obvious complications, as expressed by Agobard of 
Lyons (c. 779-840), who was pleading for a unified legal system in the Frankish 
Empire: “Of five men sitting or walking together none will have the same law as his 
fellow.” 

Indicative of the developing anti-Jewish strain of medieval Christian thought, 

Spanish-born priest Agobard, having a great knowledge of contemporary 
Judaism, campaigned against what he saw as the dangerous growth in power 
and influence of Jews in the kingdom under Louis the Pious son of Charlemagne 
which was contrary to canon law. Agobard’s rhetoric, which included describing 
Jews as “filii diaboli” (“children of the devil) was indicative of the developing 
anti-Jewish strain of medieval Christian thought. 
According to The Commentaries of Gaius on the Roman Law, in the Roman 
Empire, the dediticii were one of the three classes of libertini: In regard to free 
men, some are free-born (ingenui), others free-made (libertini). Those are 
ingenui who are free-born; those are /ibertini who have been manumitted from a 
legally recognized slavery. There are again three classes of libertini, namely: 
they are either Roman citizens or Latini, or they are numbered among the 
dediticii. 

In short, the dediticii existed as a class of persons who were neither slaves, 
nor Roman citizens (cives), nor Latini (that is, those holding Latin rights), at 
least as late as the time of Ulpian (Latin: Gnaeus Domitius Annius Ulpianus; c. 
170 — 223)—a prominent Roman jurist born in Tyre who was considered one of 
the great legal authorities of his time. These distinctions were abolished by 
Justinian, and every slave upon emancipation became a civis Romanus 
(Roman citizen). 

The civil status of dediticii was analogous to the condition of a conquered 
people who did not individually lose their freedom, but as a community lost all 
political existence as the result of a deditio (viz., an unconditional surrender). A 
person who became a subject of the Empire through a deditio (that is, a 
person who was a dediticius) was excluded from the universal citizenship 
extended to all freeborn inhabitants of the empire under the Constitutio 
Antoniniana (Latin for: "Constitution [or Edict] of Antoninus") (also called the 
Edict of Caracalla or the Antonine Constitution) which was an edict issued in 


no 
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A reconstruction of a sword, its scabbard and warrior’s belt of a 


Merovingian nobleman. Note the common Nordic elements with the 212 by the Roman Emperor Caracalla declaring that all free men in the Roman 
cultures of Anglo-Saxon Britain and early Vendel Scandinavia. Empire were to be given theoretical Roman citizenship and that all free women in 
the Empire were to be given the same rights as Roman women. 
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The name of the Franks (Latin: Franci) and the derived names of 
Francia,” and Franconia ** (and the adjectives Frankish and 
Franconian) are derived from the name given to a Germanic tribal 
confederation which emerged in the 3“ century. The Frankish 
Empire—the largest post-Roman barbarian kingdom in Western Europe 
during Late Antiquity and the Early Middle Ages—rose to the main 
successor of Roman imperial power in Western Europe, and, as a 
result, the Franks ultimately gave their name to both the Kingdom of the 
Franks (Latin: Regnum Francorum) and to Franconia,”’ one of the 


77 Under the reign of the Frank kings Clovis I, Charles Martel, Pepin the Short, 
and Charlemagne, the country was known as Kingdom of Franks (Latin: 
Francia). At the Treaty of Verdun in 843—the first of the treaties that divided 
the Carolingian Empire into three kingdoms among the three surviving sons of 
Louis the Pious son of Charlemagne, the Frankish Empire was divided in three 
parts: West Francia (Francia Occidentalis), Middle Francia and East Francia 
(Francia Orientalis). 

The rulers of Francia Orientalis, who soon claimed the imperial title and 

wanted to reunify the Frankish Empire, dropped the name Francia Orientalis and 
called their realm the Holy Roman Empire. The kings of Francia Occidentalis 
successfully opposed this claim and managed to preserve Francia Occidentalis 
as an independent kingdom, distinct from the Holy Roman Empire. The Battle of 
Bouvines (1214)—the concluding battle of the Anglo-French War of 1213- 
1214—definitively marked the end of the efforts by the Holy Roman Empire to 
reunify the old Frankish Empire by conquering France. Since the name Francia 
Orientalis had disappeared, there arose the habit to refer to Francia Occidentalis 
as Francia only, from which the word France is derived. The French state has 
been in continuous existence since 843 (except for a brief interruption in 885- 
887), with an unbroken line of heads of states since the first king of Francia 
Occidentalis (Charles the Bald) to the current president of the French Republic. 
The term Franconia was introduced as a synonym of “Francia orientalis” by 
the anonymous author of the Annalista Saxo (“Saxon annalist’)—an important 
imperial chronicle of dates and facts about the medieval German monarchs 
(Kings of the Romans) and their Carolingian predecessors, beginning in the year 
741 and continued until 1142, believed to have originated in the mid-12"" century 
at Nienburg Abbey in the Duchy of Saxony. 
The Duchy of Franconia (German: Herzogtum Franken) was one of the five 
stem duchies of East Francia (v.i.) and the medieval Kingdom of Germany 
emerging in the early-10" century. The word “Franconia” (v.s.), first used in a 
Latin charter of 1053, was applied like the words Francia, France, and Franken 
(‘realm of the Franks”), to a portion of the land occupied by the Franks. lt 
stretched along the valley of the River Main from its confluence with the 
Upper Rhine up to the Bavarian March of the Nordgau, in the areas of the 
present-day Bavarian region of Franconia, the adjacent southern parts of the 
Free State of Thuringia, northern Baden-Wurttemberg (i.e., Rhine-Neckar 
and Heilbronn-Franken) and Hesse. It also included several Gaue on the left 
bank of the Rhine around the cities of Mainz, Speyer and Worms comprising 
present-day Rhenish Hesse and the Palatinate region. Located in the centre of 
what was to become the German kingdom about 919, it bordered the stem 
Duchy of Saxony in the north, Austrasian Lorraine (Upper and Lower 
Lorraine) in the west, the Duchy of Swabia in the southwest and the Duchy of 
Bavaria in the southeast. 
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stem duchies of the Holy Roman Empire. It is the predecessor of the 
modern states of France and Germany: West Francia became the 
predecessor of France, and East Francia became that of Germany. Francia 
was among the last surviving Germanic kingdoms from the Migration 
Period era *° before its partition in 843. 


Approximate location of the original Frankish tribes in the 3°¢ century. 


The Franks emerged in the 3" century as a term covering Germanic 
tribes living on the northern Rhine frontier of the Roman Empire, 
including the Bructeri, Ampsivarii, Chamavi, Chattuarii and Salians. 


°° The Migration Period was a period that lasted from 375 AD (possibly as early 
as 300 AD) to 538 AD, during which there were widespread invasions of 
peoples within or into Europe, during and after the decline of the Western 
Roman Empire, mostly into Roman territory, notably the Germanic tribes and 
the Huns. This period has a/so been termed in English by the German loanword 
Vélkerwanderung and—from the Roman and Greek perspective—the 
Barbarian Invasions. Many of the migrations were movements of Germanic, 
Hunnic, Slavic and other peoples into the territory of the then declining Roman 
Empire, with or without accompany ing invasions or war. 
The Migration Period is typically regarded as beginning with the invasion of 
Europe by the Huns from Asiain 375 and ending either with the conquest of Italy by 
the Lombards in 568, or at some point between 700 and 800. 


Invasions of the 


Roman Empire 
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Map of the “barbarian” invasions by the Angles, Saxons, Jutes, Franks, Goths, 
Visigoths, Ostrogoths, Huns and Vandals of the Roman Empire showing the major 
incursions from 100 to 500 AD. 

During the Merovingian and Carolingian dynasties the Frankish realm was one 
large kingdom polity subdivided into several smaller kingdoms, often effectively 
independent. The geography and number of subkingdoms varied over time, but a 
basic split between eastern and western domains persisted. The eastern 
kingdom was initially called Austrasia, centered on the Rhine and Meuse 
(Maas), and expanding eastwards into central Europe. It evolved into a German 
kingdom, the Holy Roman Empire. The western kingdom Neustria was founded 
in Northern Roman Gaul, and as the original kingdom of the Merovingians it 
came over time to be referred to as Francia, now France. 
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While all of them had a tradition of participating in the Roman military, 
the Salians were allowed to settle within the Western Roman Empire. 

The core Frankish territories inside the former Roman Empire were 
close to the Rhine and Maas (Meuse) rivers in the north. Around 260, the 
Franks made an invasion across the Rhine into the Roman Empire. 
They were the most successful of the German tribes and by the 4" 
century, many of them were living in the area of Belgium and the 
Rhineland as allies of Rome, while other Franks were living in adjacent 
German land. They maintained independence and later helped defeat the 
invading Huns. 

In 357, having already been living in the civitas of Batavia for some 
time, Emperor Julian,*'! who forced the Chamavi back out of the 
empire at the same time, allowed the Salians to settle further away from 
the border, in Toxandria (q.v.). After a period where small kingdoms 
inter-acted with the remaining Gallo-Roman institutions to their south, 
a single kingdom uniting them was founded by Clovis I (qg.v.) *? who 
was crowned King of the Franks in 496. 


Clovis | 


Emperor Julian 


By legend, the Franks claimed that their people were descended from 
the ancient Sicambri and Trojans. The pedigree of kings of the Franks 
originates in the line of the kings of the Sicambrii—and the last of these 
was Antharius (killed in battle with the Gauls, c. 36 BC). An anonymous 
work of 727 called Liber Historiae Francorum ** states that following 
the fall of Troy, 12,000 Trojans led by chiefs Priam and Antenor moved 
to the Tanais (Don) river, settled in Pannonia near the Maeotis (now 
the Sea of Azov) and founded a city called “Sicambria,” and then, just 
two generations later from the fall of Troy (by modern scholars dated in 
the late Bronze Age), Priam and his son Marcomer arrived at the Rhine 
in the late-4™ century. An even earlier variation of this story states that an 
early king named Francio was the namesake of the Franks, just as 
Romulus has lent his name to Rome. 


I 
King Francus of the West Franks son of Antharius (c.57 BC - c. 5 AD) 
was the first king of the Franks—and his son King Clodius II of 
Franks (c. 37 BC - c. 20 AD) inherited the pedigree, passing it on to his 
son King Marcomir III of Franks (c. 17 BC - c. 50 AD), and he to his 


*' Julian (Latin: Flavius Claudius lulianus Augustus; Greek: ®AdBiog KAaUdI0c 
‘louNavdcg Atyouotocg, 331/332 — 26 June 363), also known as Julian the 
Apostate, was Roman Emperor from 361 to 363, as well as a military 
commander, social reformer, theosophist philosopher, and notable author in 
Greek. He was the last non-Christian ruler of the Roman Empire, and he 
believed that it was necessary to restore the Empire's ancient Roman values and 
traditions in order to save it from dissolution. He was a member of the 
Constantinian dynasty—an informal name for the ruling family of the Roman 
Empire from Constantius Chlorus (died 306) to the death of Julian in 363. It is 
named after its most famous member, Constantine the Great who became the 
sole ruler of the empire in 324. The dynasty is also called Neo-Flavian because 
every Constantinian emperor bore the name Flavius, similarly to the rulers of the 
first Flavian dynasty in the 1* century. 

His dynasty, the Merovingian dynasty, was eventually replaced by the 
Carolingian dynasty. Under the nearly continuous campaigns of Pepin of 
Héristal, Charles Martel, Pepin the Short, Charlemagne, and Louis the Pious— 
father, son, grandson, great-grandson and great-great-grandson—the greatest 
expansion of the Frankish empire was secured by the early 9" century, by this 
point dubbed as the Carolingian Empire. 
°° Liber Historiae Francorum (English: “The History Book of the Franks”) is a 

chronicle written anonymously during the 8" century. The first sections served as 

a secondary source for early Franks in the time of Marcomer, giving a short 

breviarum (v.i.) of events until the time of the late Merovingians. The 

subsequent sections of the chronicle are important primary sources for the 
contemporaneous history. They provide an account of the Pippinid family in 

Austrasia before they became the most famous Carolingians. 

Note: A breviary is a liturgical book used in Western Christianity for praying 
the canonical hours (which mark the divisions of the day in terms of periods of 
fixed prayer at regular intervals). 
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son King Clodomir I of Franks (c. 37 BC - 63 AD), and he to his son 
King Antenor IV of Franks (c. 25 AD - c. 69 AD), and he unto his son 
King Ratherius of Franks (c. 45 AD - c. 90 AD), and he, too, unto his 
son King Richimir I (Ricomer) de Thérouanne des Francs 
Ripuaires aka Flavius Richomeres (consul) (c. 65 AD - 114 AD; 
alternatively, c. 350 - c. 384), who married Ascyla of the Franks (c. 344 
- 15 August 414) daughter of Ascyllius (b. c. 334)—and they were the 
parents of King Odomir (Odomar) of Franks (c. 85 AD - c. 128 
AD)—and he was father of King Marcomir IV of Franks (c. 105 - c. 
149), whom wed Princess Athildis of Britain (c. 85 - 170) (u.s.) * 
daughter of King Coilus or Coel I of Britain also colloquially called 
Old King Cole * (ca. 125, built Coel-Castra, or Colchester) grandson of 
Queen Boudica of the Iceni (c. 22 - c. 62) and Ystradwl (Stradwawl) of 
Siluria daughter of Saint Cyllin of Siluria son of Eurgain (or Tegau) 
and King Caradoc ap Bran of Britain, whose death marked an end of 
the millennium-long Celtic ascendancy in Europe—and he was the son of 
King Bran Fendigaid (“the Blessed”) of Siluria (c. 20 BC - c. 36 
AD)—him being the first royal convert to Christianity—his mother was 
Enygeus of Arimathea and his father was King Lear (Llediatha; “half- 
speech”) of Britain son of Parar ap Keriber (d. aft. 10 AD). 
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Athildis of Britain 


King Marcomir of Franks, taking a second wife, married a 
daughter of King Cyllin of Siluria. Among the children of Marcomir 
and Athildis was Clodomir IV, King of Franks. Marcomir died in 149. 
Athildis died in 170. King Clodomir IV (c. 125 - 166) son of King 
Marcomir IV and Athildis of Britain was father of King Farabert 
(Faribert, Pharabert, Frabert) of Franks (c. 145 - c. 186)—whose mother 
was Princess Hafilda aka Hasilda (Basilda) of the Rugji. Farabert is 
said to be father of King Sunno (Huano, Hunno) of the 
Sicambrian Franks (c. 140 - 213) (v.i.): He was father of Hilderic, 
King of Franks. King Hilderic of Franks (b. bef. 212 - d. 253) was 
father of Bartherus, King of Franks. King Bartherus of Franks (b. bef. 
253 - 272) was father of Clodius II, King of Franks. King Clodius Il 
of Franks (b. bef. 272 - d. 289 or 298) was father of Walter, King of 
Franks. King Walter of Franks (d. 306) was father of Dagobert, King 
of East Franks. King Dagobert of East Franks (230 - 317) was father 
of Genebald, Dux of East Franks. Dux Genebald of East Franks (b. c. 
262 - 358) was father of Dagobert, Dux of East Franks. 


Franco was the father of Esdron. Esdron was the father of Gelio. Gelio 
was the father of Basabiliano. Basabiliano was the father of Planserio. 
Planserio was the father of Plesson. Plesson was the father of Eliacea. 
Eliacea was the father of Gabemave. Gabemave was the father of 
Pleserio. Pleserio was the father of Arslenor. Arslenor was the father of 


* Athildis of Britain (b.c. 105) was the wife of Afallach ap Beli of 
Britain son of Belus of Britain and Anna the Prophetess of Arimathea— 
and they had two known sons: Euddolen ap Afallach and Owain 
(Eugien) ap Afallach of Britain, whose wife was Emerita verch Coel 
of Britain sister of Athildis of Britain. 

® Coilus was the son of Marius. Marius’ father was Arviragus, and his 
mother was Venissa Julia, a daughter of Tiberius Claudius Caesar, 
Emperor of Rome. Tiberius Claudius Caesar’s mother was Antonia 
daughter of Mark Anthony. On his mother’s side, Coilus was the grandson 
of Boadicea, or, in Latin, Victoria, British queen who poisoned herself in 
62 AD after being defeated in battle by the Romans. Boadicea’s husband 
was Prasutagus. 
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Prian. Prian was the father of Helenus. Helenus was the father of 
Plesrour. Plesrour was the father of Basabrdisno. Basabrdisno was the 
father of Alexander. Alexander was the father of Priam. Priam was the 
father of Gallmator. Gallmator was the father of Alrnadian. Alrnadian 
was the father of Deluglio. Deluglio was the father of Helenus. Helenus 
was the father of Plaserio. Plaserio was the father of Deleigkis. Deleigkis 
or Diluglio was the father of Marcomir. Marcomir was the father of 
Priam. Priam was the father of Helenus. Helenus was the father of 
Antenor. 
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A Chronicle of the Fictitious, Pegendary and Historic Kings of the Gauls of Germania Inferior 


I. Francio de Lorraine, roi des Francs occidentaux 
“He is better far than his father.” 


Francus son of King Antharius of the Sicambrii is an invention of 
Merovingian scholars which refers to the eponymous ancestor of the 
Franks, a descendant of the Trojans, founder of the Merovingian 
dynasty and forefather of Charlemagne. In the Renaissance, Francus 
was generally considered to be another name for the Trojan Astyanax *° 
son of Hector son of Priam who was among those folk saved from the 
destruction of Ilium (Troy). He is not considered to be historical, but in 
fact an attempt by medieval and Renaissance chroniclers to model the 
founding of France upon the same illustrious tradition as that used by 
Virgil * in his Aeneid (which had Rome founded by the Trojan Aeneas). 

Apart from the more respected History of the Franks by Gregory of 
Tours—Gregory names some of the kings a few generations before his 
time but does not provide a connected genealogy—two other colourful 
early sources that describe the origin of the Franks are a7" century work 
known as the Chronicle of Fredegar, ** which contains the oldest 


°° Astyanax, in Greek legend, was the son of the Trojan prince Hector and his 
wife Andromache. Hector named him Scamandrios after the River 

Scamander, near Troy Iliad, Homer relates that Astyanax disrupted the last 
meeting of his parents by crying at the sight of his father’s plumed helmet. After 
the fall of Troy, Astyanax was hurled from the battlements of the city by 
either Odysseus or the Greek warrior Neoptolemus son of Achilles. His death is 
described in the last epics of the epic cycle (a collection of post-Homeric Greek 
poetry): The Little Iliad and The Sack of Troy. The best-known extant 
description of the death of Astyanax is in Euripides ’ tragedy Trojan Women 
(415 BC). According to medieval legend, however, he survived the war, 
established the kingdom of Messina in Sicily, and founded the line that led to 
Charlemagne. 

” Publius Vergilius Maro (traditional dates: 15 October 70 BC — 21 September 
19 BC), usually called Virgil or Vergil, was an ancient Roman poet of the 
Augustan period. Virgil is traditionally ranked as one of Rome's greatest poets. 
His Aeneid has been considered the national epic of ancient Rome since the 
time of its composition. Modeled after Homer’s Iliad and Odyssey, the Aeneid 
follows the Trojan refugee Aeneas as he struggles to fulfill his destiny and reach 
Italy, where his descendants Romulus and Remus were to found the city of 
Rome. Virgil's work has had wide and deep influence on Western literature, most 
notably Dante’s Divine Comedy, in which Virgil appears as Dante’s guide 
through Hell and Purgatory. 

The Chronicle of Fredegar is the conventional title used for a 7'" century 
Frankish chronicle that was probably written in Burgundy. The. author is 
unknown and the attribution to Fredegar dates only from the 16" century. 
Fredegar names Francus as a descendant of the Trojan king Priam but gives no 
details (Chronicon, II, 4-6, Ill, 2, 9). 

The chronicle begins with the creation of the world and ends in AD 642. 
There are also a few references to events up to 658. Some copies of the 
manuscript contain an abridged version of the chronicle up to the date of 642, but 
include additional sections written under the Carolingian dynasty that end with 
the death of Pepin the Short in 768. The Chronicle of Fredegar with its 
“Continuations” is one of the few sources that provide information on the 
Merovingian dynasty for the period after 591 when Gregory of Tours’ the 
Decem Libri Historiarum finishes. 
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mention of medieval legend linking the Franks to the Trojans, and the 
anonymous Carolingian Liber Historiae Francorum, written a century 
later, which elaborates new details. The author of the Chronicle of 
Fredegar claimed that the Franks originally came from Troy and quoted 
the works of Vergil and Hieronymous. * The tradition continued to 
be elaborated throughout the Middle Ages, when it was taken seriously as 
genealogy and became a “veritable form of ethnic consciousness.” 


The 8" century Nennius’ “° Historia Brittonum *' makes mention of 
Francus as one of the four sons of Hisicion (Francus, Romanus, 
Alamanus, and Brute of Troy, legendary founder of Britain)—grandsons 
of Alanus (the first man to live in Europe). The Grandes Chroniques 
de France ” (13"-to-15" centuries), a vast compilation of historic 
material, makes reference of the Trojan origins of the French dynasty — 
naming Brutus, Aeneas son of Ascanius, Turcus son of Troilus son of 
Priam and his cousin Francion son of Hector son of Priam amongst 
Troy’s fugitives: (Chroniques de Saint-Denis, livre I, chap. I). 


After departing from their country, they went to live in the land of 
Thrace. Turcus took part of the people with him, departing from 
Francion, his cousin, and went away into Scythia (now Ukraine). 
Francus remained, after his cousin had departed from him, and founded 
a city which he called Sicambria, and for a long time his people were 
called Sicambrians for the name of that city. They were tributaries to 
the Romans, like other nations. They remained in this city one thousand 
five hundred and seven years since they had founded it. 

Chronicle of Saint-Denis, book, chap. I; apud script. 

Rerum francie., T. Ill, p. 155. 
Johannes Trithemius’ * De origine gentis Francorum 
compendium (1514) describes the Franks as originally Trojans (called 


* Saint Jerome (Latin: Eusebius Sophronius Hieronymus; Greek: EvoéBioc 


Zwppoviog ‘lepwvuyoc; c. 347 -— 30 September 420) was a Christian priest, 
confessor, theologian, and historian. He was born at Stridon, a village near 
Emona on the border of Dalmatia and Pannonia. He is best known for his 
translation of most of the Bible into Latin (the translation that became known as 
the Vulgate), and his commentaries on the Gospels. His list of writings is 
extensive. Jerome was known for his teachings on Christian moral life, 
especially to those living in cosmopolitan centers such as Rome. In many cases, 
he focused his attention on the lives of women and identified how a woman 
devoted to Jesus should live her life. This focus stemmed from his close patron 
relationships with several prominent female ascetics who were members of 
affluent senatorial families. 

Nennius—or Nemnius or Nemnivus—was a Welsh monk of the 9" century. He 
has traditionally been attributed with the authorship of the Historia Brittonum 
(q.v.), based on the prologue affixed to that work, This attribution is widely 
considered a secondary (10" century) tradition. 

Nennius was a student of Elvodugus, commonly identified with the bishop 
Elfodd of Bangor who convinced British ecclesiastics to accept the 
Continental dating for Easter, and who died in 809 according to the Annales 
Cantriae. 

Nennius is believed to have lived in the area made up by Brecknockshire and 
Radnorshire in present-day Powys, Wales. Thus, he lived outside the Anglo- 
Saxon kingdoms, isolated by mountains in a rural society. Because of the lack of 
evidence concerning the life of Nennius he has become the subject of legend 
himself. Welsh traditions include Nennius with Elbodug and others said to have 
escaped the massacre of Welsh monks by Ethelfrid in 613, fleeing to the 
north. 

The History of the Britons (Latin: Historia Brittonum) is a purported history 
of the indigenous British (Brittonic) people that was written around 828 and 
survives in numerous recensions which date from after the 11‘ century. The 
Historia Brittonumis commonly attributed to Nennius, as some recensions have 
a preface written in his name. Some experts have dismissed the Nennian preface 
as a late forgery, arguing that the work was actually an anonymous 
compilation. 

Selon les Grandes Chroniques de France, Les Gaulois et les Franks is a 
vernacular royal compilation of the history of France, most manuscripts of which 
are luxury copies that are heavily illuminated. Copies were produced between the 
13" and 15" centuries, the text being extended at intervals to cover recent 
events. It was first compiled in the reign of Saint Louis (d. 1270), who wished to 
preserve the history of the Franks, from the coming of the Trojans to his own 
time, in an “official” chronography whose dissemination was tightly controlled. It 
was continued under his successors until completed in 1461. It covers the 
Merovingian, Carolingian, and Direct Capetian dynasties of French kings, with 
illustrations depicting personages and events from virtually all their reigns. 
Johannes Trithemius (1 February 1462 — 13 December 1516), born Johann 
Heidenberg, was a German Benedictine abbot and a polymath who was active 
in the German Renaissance as a lexicographer, chronicler, cry ptographer, and 
occultist. He had considerable influence on the development of early modern and 
modern occultism. His students included Heinrich Cornelius Agrippa and 
Paracelsus. 
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On the Kings of the Franks and of the Kings of the Cimmerians and of the Kings of the Sicambrii and the later Kings of Troy (Ilium) 


“Sicambers” or “Sicambrians”) after the fall of Troy who came into 
Gaul after being forced out of the area around the mouth of the Danube 
by the Goths in 439 BC (section 1, p, 33). He also details the reigns of 
each of these kings—including Francus (section 43, p. 76) from whom 
the Franks are named—and their battles with the Gauls, Goths, Saxons, 
etc. 

Annio da Viterbo “ also describes the arrival of Trojans into Gaul. 
Based on medieval legend, Jean Lemaire de Belges’ Illustrations 
de Gaule et Singularités de Troie (1510-12) has Astyanax survive the 
fall of Troy and arrive in Western Europe; he changes his name to 
Francus and becomes king of Celtic Gaul (while, at the same time, 
Bavo cousin of King Priam of Troy, comes to the city of Trier) and 
founds the dynasty leading to Pepin and Charlemagne. He is said to 
have founded and named the city of Paris in honor of his uncle Paris. 
Lemaire de Belges’ work inspired Pierre de Ronsard’s epic poem 
La Franciade (1572) * : In this poem, the god Jupiter saves Astyanax 
(renamed Francus) (u.s.). The young hero arrives in Crete and falls in 
love with the princess Hyanthe with whom he is destined to found the 
royal dynasty of France. 


In Les Grandes Chroniques Francus was identified with Astyanax son of 
Prince Hector of Troy (Chroniques de Saint-Denis, livre |, chap. |), but the 
chronology required a second, earlier Francus. \n later iterations, the 
earlier Francus became a son of the Trojan prince Cestrinus only son of 
Helenus and Andromache, who was identified with King Genger of the 
Cimmerian Bosporus, and this Francus became the son of King 
Antharius of the Sicambrii. 

According to Pausanias, Cestrinus was upset when Molossus son of 
Andromache succeeded Helenus to the throne of Epirus. Taking a group 
of Epirotian volunteers, he claimed the region of Epirus north of the River 
Thyamis and it is because of him that the region was named Cestrine. 
According to another tradition, Cestrinus was king of Cimmerian Bosporus, 
being equated with King Genger. 

In a French legend that evolved between the 7 and 18" centuries 
Cestrinus came to be regarded as the father of Francus ancestor of the 
French kings. Francus is named as the son of King Cestrinus Genger of 
the Scythians aka King Epirus of Troy son of King Neoptolerus “Phyrrhus 
I“ of Epirus and Andromache and a daughter of Scythes, First King of 
Scythia son of the demigod Heracles and Echidna (daughter of Phorcys 
Pharcos and Cetus)—wife of Typhon (son of Tartarus and Gaia Terra) 


Do not merge this following genealogy with other genealogies. 


Francus was father of Sobil of Troy and her half-brother King Esdron 
of Troy. Esdron was father of King Gelio / Zelius of Cimmerians. Gelio 
/ Zelius was father of King Bosabiliano (Basabelian 1) of Troy. 
Bosabiliano was father of King Plaserio (Plaserius II) of Troy. Plaserio 
was father of King Plesron I of Troy. Plesron was father of King Eliacor 
| of Cimmerians. Eliacor | was father of King Gaberiano (Zaberian) de 
Lorraine of the Sicambrian Franks and Eliacor II Scythians. 

Gaberiano (Zaberian) de Lorraine was father of King Plaserius Il 
(Plesario) of the Sicambrian Franks. Plaserius II was father of King 
Antenor | de Lorraine of the Sicambrian Franks. Antenor | was father 
of King Priamos II (Priam Il) de Lorraine of the Sicambrian Franks— 
also called Trianus. Priamos || was father of King Hellenus Il de 
Lorraine of the Sicambrian Franks (Fictitious) and Basabelian Il. 

Hellenus Il was father of King Plesron Il de Lorraine of the 
Sicambrian Franks. Plesron II was father of King Basbelian II Ilium de 
Lorraine of the Sicambrian Franks. Basbelian II Ilium was father of 
King Alexandros (Alexander) de Lorraine of the Sicambrian Franks. 


“ Mnius of Viterbo (Latin: Joannes Annius Viterbiensis; c.1432-— 13 


November 1502) was an Italian Dominican friar, scholar, and historian, born 
Giovanni Nanni (Nenni) in Viterbo. He is now remembered for his 
fabrications. He entered the Dominican Order early in life. He obtained the 
degree of Master of Theology from the studium generale at Santa Maria sopra 
Minerva—the forerunner of the College of Saint Thomas and the Pontifical 
University of Saint Thomas Aquinas, Angelicum. He served as lector at the 
studium sometime before 1466. He was highly esteemed by Sixtus IV and 
Alexander VI; the latter made him Master of the Sacred Palace in 1499. 

As a linguist, he spuriously claimed to be skilled in the Oriental languages [ ] 
Annius also claimed to be able to read Etruscan. |n perhaps his most elaborate 
pseudo-archeological charade, in the autumn of 1493 he undertook a well- 
publicized dig at Viterbo, during which marble statues of some of the most 
dramatic of the mythical figures associated with the city’s legendarium appeared 
to be unearthed; they had all been “salted” in the site beforehand. 

“© La Franciade (known in English as the Franciad) is an unfinished epic poem 
written in decasyllabic verse by “Prince of Poets” Pierre de Ronsard (11 
September 1524 — 27 December 1585). Ronsard began writing the poem in the 
1540s for Henry Il of France, but it was only in 1572 that the poet published, 
now for Charles IX, the first four books of a planned twenty-four. Various 
reasons have been given to explain why the poem was never finished. Obviously , 
the death of his dedicatee Charles IX meant that Ronsard would have to have 
made certain changes. Another factor might have been the verse form: Ronsard 
wrote in decasyllables, not alexandrines. 


Alexander was father of King Priamos (Priam) Ill de Lorraine of the 
Sicambrian Franks. Priam was father of Gentilanor / Getmalor V and 
Teushapa of the Cimmerians and Helena of Troy. 

Teushapa of the Cimmerians son of Priamos Ill de Lorraine was father 
of Lygdamis of the Cimmerians. Lygdamis son of Teushapa was father 
of Sandakhshatra of the Cimmerians. 

Basabelian Il was father of Alexander. Alexander was father of Priam 
Ill. Priam Ill was father of Gentilanor (v.i.). Gentilanor was father of 
Almadius. Almadius was father of Dilulius. Dilulius was father of 
Hellenus Ill. Hellenus III was father of Plasserius. Plasserius was father 
of Dilulius Il. Dilulius 1] was father of Marcomir. Marcomir was father of 
Priam IV. Priam IV was father of Hellenus IV. Hellenus IV was father of 
Antenor Il. Antenor Il was father of Marcomer of France. 

King Gentilanor / Getmalor V de Lorraine of the Cimmerians son of 
Priamos Ill de Lorraine was father of Almadius | of Cimmerians. King 
Almadius | of Cimmerians was father of Dilulius! of Cimmerians. King 
Dilulius | of Cimmerians was father of Helenus Ill / II de Lorraine. King 
Helenus Ill / Il de Lorraine of Cimmerians was father of Plaserius III of 
the Sicambrian Franks. King Plaserius III of Cimmerians was father of 
Dilulius (Diluglio) Il of the Sicambrian Franks. King Dilulius (Diluglio) II 
of Cimmerians was father of Marcomer| of the Sicambrian Franks. King 
Marcomer | of Cimmerians was father of Priam IV Ilium of the 
Sicambrian Franks. King Priam IV Ilium of Cimmerians was father of 
Helenus IV Ilium of the Sicambrian Franks. King Hellenus IV Ilium of 
Cimmerians was father of Antenor IV / Il of the Sicambrian Franks. King 
Antenor IV / Il of Cimmerians was father of Marcomer | / Il of the 
Sicambrian Franks. 

King Marcomer | / Il of Cimmerians had two wives: Queen Leah of 
Sicambri (Paddam) and Cambra van Friesland. King Antenor II of the 
Sicambrian Franks son of Marcomer | / Il of Cimmerians and Queen 
Cambra of Troy was father of King Priamos V of the Sicambrii and 
Athena and foster-father of King Diocles of the Sicambrii son of 
Helenus V of the Sicambrii (son of Priamos V of the Sicambrii) and Clare 
Emaline of Sicambri. 

King Priamos V of the Sicambrii son of Antenor Il of Cimmerians is 
known forintroducing the New Covenant and the Saxon language to his 
people: (The name “Saxon” comes from a knife the people used called a 
saex or sax—it was longer than a dagger but shorter than a short sword, 
and was the preferred weapon for several centuries). He lived at the Donau 
delta till he was forced to move towards Germany by the Goths. 

King Helenus IV Ilium of Sicambrian Franks son of Priamos V and 
Clare Emaline De Arcadia was a priest of the Arcadian sea-god Pallas. 

King Diocles Ilium of the Sicambrian Franks son of Helenus V of the 
Sicambrii and Clare Emaline of Sicambri—foster-son of Antenor Il of 
Cimmerians fought with the Saxons against the Goths and Southern Gauls. 
Diocles Ilium of the Sicambrian Franks was father of four sons: King 
Bassanus Magnus of the Sicambrii, Diocles Il, Orchades of 
Sicambria and Merodachus of Sicambri. 

Basanus married Agtemzend daughter of King Orcades of Norway: 
However, it should be noted that during Basanus’ lifetime there was no 
country or kingdom of Norway; according to the legend of the founding of 
Norway (Fundin Noregre—introduction to the Orkneyinga), the area was 
not called Norway until Nor Thorrasson conquered it while searching for 
his missing sister. Basanus and Aegtemeend had three children—two sons 
and a daughter: King Clodomir | Ilium of the Sicambrian Franks and 
Sedanus of Sicambri and Elindure of Sicambri. 

King Clodomir| Ilium allied himself with the Saxons and Thiringians to 
fight the Gauls. His wife, Queen Sedanus of the Sicambrii was slain for 
adultery. 

Nicanor Ilium de Lorraine of the Sicambrian Franks son of Clodomr 
! lium and Sedanus married Constancia of the Britons daughter of King 
Elidure of Britain son of Britannus and Nicanot—paternal half-sister of the 
wife of Saxon King of the Rugij Rugiers. Nicanorllium and Constancia 
had two sons: Clorius / Clodius of Sicambri and Helenus of Sicambri 
(no issue). 

Clorius son of Clorius / Clodius was father of Clodmis...—and this is 
the end of this line. 


In the tradition of wtanslatio imperii, many medieval authors 
established Greek or Roman genealogies for European dynasties: 
Benoit de Saint-Maure, in his Chronique des ducs de Normandie, 
linked the Plantagenet family to Aeneas. Like many Germanic peoples, 
the Franks developed an origin story to connect themselves with peoples 
of antiquity. In the case of the Franks, these peoples were the Sicambrii 
and the Trojans. According to legend, Francus made a “perpetual 
league” with the Germanic Princes (tribal leaders) and changed the name 
of his tribe from Sicambrii to Franks by edit, hence the name of the 
nation of France. He led a Frankish-Saxon-Thiiringen army of 300,000 
men to fight against the Romans. 


II. Fictitious Kings of the Merovingian Franks 
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There are three legends concerning the ancient Merovingian dynasty: 

1) That their Sicambrian roots stretch back to the lost Hebrew tribe of 
Benjamin, which fled Israel following a civil war and voyaged to 
Greece where they become intermarried with the princes of Arcadia 
and supposedly helped found ancient Ilium (Troy). At about the time of 
the Roman conquest of Greece, these “Benjaminites” journeyed north 
to the mouth of the Danube River on the Black Sea and eventually 
followed it west to ancient Gaul along the way absorbing into their 
ranks smaller Germanic groups. 

2) Through marriages with Visigoth nobility from southern France and 
Spain they descend from the Desposyni (descendants of the relatives 
the Christ family) that fled the Holy Lands following the crucifixion 
and settled in south France. 

3) That the royal line possessed magical powers and were more priest- 
kings than political rulers. These magical powers were centered in their 
long hair like Samson of the Bible, which they never cut leading to the 
name “the long haired kings.” When Pepin the Short deposed the last 
of the Merovingian kings with the help of the Pope, he refused to have 
“holy blood” on his hands and instead had the king’s head shaven and 
then had him locked away in amonastery for the rest of his life. It is an 
interesting fact to note that Pepin tried to lend legitimacy to his 
usurping of the Frankish throne by marrying a Merovingian descendant, 
Countess Bertha dite “Big Foot.” 


Francus (Francio) des Francs Sicambrii, roi des Francs occidentaux 
son of King Antharius of Sicambrii-the last king of the Sicambrii took to 
wife a Saxon duchess, named Lothilde, and sired of her [ ] sons: Clodine 
(Clodius II), Francus (no issue), Herimerus (no issue) and Genebald (no 
issue). 

Clodine (Clodius II) de Lorraine, roi des Francs occidentaux (b. bef. 
30 BC, Gaul - d. c. 20 AD) had to withstand many battles with the 
Romans. King Clodine took to wife a Saxon woman named Frotmund 
Desposynl Dé Frimutel and sired of her [ ] sons and a daughter: 
Marcomer II, Genebald of the Franks (no issue), Clodius of the Franks 
(no issue) and Frotmund Desposynl Dé Frimutel (no issue). 

Marcomer III de Lorraine, roi des Francs occidentaux (29 BC - 50 
AD) (age 79) took to wife Atheldus of Britain and of her sired two 
children: a son: Clodemiro III Penardim (v.i.), who drove Nero’s legions 
out of Metz and Trier, and a daughter, Princess Athilde of the 


Sicambrian Franks, who married Afallach ap Flech des Bretons son of 


Flech ap Lludd des Bretons 


King Clodemiro II Penardim of the Franks (b. bet. 2 AD & 10 AD - 
61 AD) (age 51) took to wife a woman named Hafeida di Rugij and of 
her sired a son: Antenor IV (Antenor IV) of France. 


The Rugii were an East Germanic tribe whose ultimate origins have 
been traced to Rogaland in Norway, whose population probably was the 
Rugii that Jordanes mentionedas a tribe that yet remained in Scandza. 
The connection is further supported by the fact that an old name for the 
province was Rygiafylke (y is an umlaut of u, like the German ii in 
Riigen). However, at the time of Jordanes, there were many Rugii in Italy 
whose tribe had made a long journey to arrive there. 

Long before this mention of the Scandinavian Rugians, a group had 
settled at the estuaries of the Oder, from where they are said to have been 
pushed away when the Goths arrived from Scandinavia. The Rugians 
remained for a while in territory later called Pomerania, where they are 
said to have given their name to Rigen. Earlier a town named Rugium 
was documented in Germania Magna in about the same location as 
Riigenwalde centuries later. In the beginning of the 4" century, they 
moved southwards and settled at the upper Tisza in what is now modem 
Hungary. They were later attacked by the Huns but took part in Attila’s 
campaigns in 451, but at his death they rebelled and created a kingdom 
of their own in what is presently Austria. They were defeated by king 
Odovakar in 487, and joined the Heruls. Later they joined the 
Ostrogothic king Theodoric the Great when he invaded Italy in 489. In 
Italy, they formed their own division and disappeared with the 
Ostrogoths. Their name, however, was frequently misapplied in Latin 
sources to Rus of the 10" and 11™ centuries. 


© :Darcy-John:Bouchard, /i Exduile de la famille Kanata, OCN 


King Antenor (Antenor) IV (IID) of France (b. bef. 40 - 68/69) took 
to wife an Austrasian woman named Llediatha and sired of her a son: 
Ratherius I of the Sicambrian Franks. [Note: Some sources list Anthenor 
IV as being female (viz., Queen of the Franks): | amin disagreement. ] 

Chief Ratherius of the West Franks (52 - 90, Rotterdam) (age 38)—it 
was he which established Rotterdam at the lower end of the fen stream 
Rotte (or Rotta, as it was then known, from rot, “muddy” and a, “water,” 
thus “muddy water”). Ratherius took a wife, named Grotte (69, Troy - 
100, Gaul) (age 31), and formed a league with the Germans and the 
Saxons. 

Chief Richimer I of the Sicambrian Franks (75 - 114) (age 39) son of 
Chief Ratherius of the West Franks and Grotte, like his father, was 
involved in wars against the Romans and Goths. He established 
Brandenburg—situated in territory known in antiquity as Magna 
Germania—which reached to the Vistula river. Some sources claim that 
Richimer I took to wife Ascyla of the Sicambri and sired of her a son: 
Odomir IV (Odomar IV) of the Sicambrian Franks—yet other sources 
claim that Richimer I took to wife Queen Athildus (Hasilda) of the 
Salian Franks (Rugji) (41 - 82). 

King Odomir IV de Lorraine of the Sicambrian Franks (d. 128 AD) 
is mentioned in Roman annals as establishing a pact (i.e., a peace treaty) 
between the Romans and the Goth-Gaulic tribes. He took to wife a 
woman named Hasilda (Hafilda) of the Rugij (c. 114, Austrasia - 128, 
Gaul) daughter of Ascylius of the Salien Franks—an East Germanic tribe 
which migrated from southwest Norway to Pomerania in the first century 
AD, and from there to the Danube River valley. 11 


King Marcomir IV of the Franci (114 - 149, Olde Sachsen, Germany ) 
son of King Odomir IV of the Sicambrian Franks and Hasilda (Hafilda) 
of the Rugij—a descendant of legendary King Elidure of the Britons 
(Latin: Rex Britannorum)** aka Elidurus the Dutiful aka Elidyr map 
Morydd (Welsh)—took to wife (m. 129 AD) a princess of the Britons, 
Althildis verch Coilus of the Trinovantes (c. 105 - 170) sister of King 
Lucius of the Britons—whom is claimed by some sources as being either- 
or both a daughter of St. Cyllin of Siluria and/or a daughter of Céel Hen 
(viz., “old King Coel”) son of Cyllin son of Caradoc son of Bran Llediaith 
the Blessed Fisher King *’ (son of Llyr Llediaith and Princess Penardim 
daughter of King Llud of Britain and Anna) and Enygeus daughter of 
Joseph of Arimathea; other sources suggest that Althildis was a daughter 
of Marius Meurig of Britain son of Arviragus Gweirydd of Britain and 
Genissa (Genuissa) Vanessa of Rome and Julia of the Iceni daughter of 
King Pratsutagus King of Iceni and Queen Boudicca of Iceni; and, yet 
other sources claim that it be King Coel who is the son of Marius son of 
King Arviragus of the Silures and Venissa daughter of Emperor 
Claudius I of Rome: She had been born at Colchester, Essex, England— 
and she died at Old, Sachsen, Germany. In any event, it was through this 
marriage that the blood of the ancient Roman houses of the Julii and 
Claudii, as well as the ancient Royal lines of the Silures, become 
mixed with the ancient Merovingian line. Coilus is thus said to be the 
son of King Marius of the British Silures and a daughter of Boadicea, the 
great Queen of the Iceni. A son was born of this union: Pharabert 
(Farabert) in 131: (see below). 

In 146, Marcomir rebuilt Marburg in the Landgraviat of Hess and 
ruled twenty-one years, during the reign of Antoninus Pius, “® who was 
praised for qualities of clemency, dutifulness, intelligence, and purity. 


“ Elidurus the Dutiful (Welsh: Elidyr map Morydd) was a legendary king of the 
Britons (q.v.) aS recounted by Geoffrey of Monmouth. He was the third son of 
King Morvidus illegitimate son of Danius by his mistress Tanguesteaia and brother 
of Gorbonianus, Archgallo, Ingenius, and Peredurus. 

*’ There were three holy families in the Island of Prydain (Middle Welsh: Prydein 
is the modern Welsh name for Britain): The first was the family of Bran the 
Blessed ap Llyr Llediaith—for Bran was the first who brought the faith of the 
Goddess to this island from Atlantia. He was imprisoned through the treachery of 
Boadicea ab Mandubratius ap Lludd. 

“* pntoninus Pius (Latin: Titus Aelius Hadrianus Antoninus Augustus Pius; 19 
September 86 - 7 March 161), also known as Antoninus, was the 15'" Roman 
emperor (from 138 to 161). He was one of the Five Good Emperors in the Nerva- 
Antonine dynasty and the Aurelii. 
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On the Kings of the Franks and of the Kings of the Cimmerians and of the Kings of the Sicambrii and the later Kings of Troy (Ilium) 


Some sources claim that King Chlodomir IV of the Franks (21 
December 104, Austrasia, France - April 166, Olde Sachsen, Germany ) 
(age 62) son of King Marcomir IV of the Franci and Althildis of the 
Trinovantes took to wife (m. 121 AD) childbride (age 15) Princess 
Hasilda of the Rugij (c. 106, Gaul, France - 179, Gaul, France) and sired 
of her three sons: Farabert of the Sicambrian Franks (v.i.), King Nicanor 
de Frisia of the Franks (b. c. 124, Germania) (no issue) and Roricus des 
Francs (b. c. 126, Austrasia) (no issue). 

King Pharabert (Farabert) of the Sicambrian Franks (c. 122, 
Austrasia - 186) (age 64) or (c. 137 - 213) took to wife an unknown 
woman (m. 136 AD)—some sources say Princess Haslida of the Rugij 
(124 - 186) (age 62)—and sired of her a son: King Sunno of the Franks. 
He renewed the ancient league with the Germans and reigned twenty 
years. 

King Sunno (Huano) of the Franks (178, Ville Paris - 213, Olde 
Sachsen, Germany). Some sources claim that Sunno was a leader (dux) of 
the Franks in the late-4" century which invaded the Roman Empire in the 
year 388 when the usurper and leader of the whole of Roman Gaul, 
Magnus Maximus was surrounded in Aquileia by Theodosius I. 

The Parisii, a sub-tribe of the Celtic Senones, inhabited the Paris area 
from around the middle of the 3" century BC. One of the area’s major 
north-south trade routes crossed the Seine on the Ile de la Cité; this 
meeting place of land and water trade routes gradually became an 
important trading centre. The Parisii traded with many river towns (some 
as far away as the Iberian Peninsula) and minted their own coins for that 
purpose. The Romans conquered the Paris Basin in 52 BC and began 
their settlement on Paris’ Left Bank. The Roman town was originally 
called Lutetia (more fully, Lutetia Parisiorum, "Lutetia of the Parisii"). 

It became a prosperous city with a forum, baths, temples, theatres, and an 

amphitheatre. By the end of the Western Roman Empire, the town was 

known as Parisius, a Latin name that would later become Paris in French. 

King Childéric of the Franks (205 - 253) (age 48) son of King Sunno 
of the Franks lived and died at of K6In (Cologne), Nordrhein-Westfalen, 
Germany; he first took to wife an Gaulish woman of Austrasia named 
Hilderic of the West Franks and sired a son of her: Bartherus of the 
Franks—some sources claim his first wife was Queen Hastila of the 
Salian Franks—having a second wife, Queen Ratmerius de Lorraine of 
the Sicambrian Franks (200 - 285) (age 85), who bore he two sons: King 
Clodius I of the West Franks, King Bartherus of the Franks, and 
Dagobert of Germania (no issue). Note: Being made King in 213 AD— 
he reigned forty years—building a castle on an isle of the Rhine, in 214 
AD, calling it Hildeburg; moreover, he reduced his Franks to civility and 
politeness (226), and caused them to alter their mean buildings. 

Some sources claim that King Clodius I of the West Franks (b. c. 
180, Frank, Germania) was father of King Clodius II (b. c. 6 AD, Ville de 
Paris, France - 20 AD) (no issue), King Bartherus of the Franks and 
Dagobert (no issue). 

King Bartherus de Cologne of the Franks (b. bef. 238 - 298; ruled 
from 272) or (c. 180 - 272) crossed the Pyrenees, located in the northeast 
oF the pena Peninsula (in northeastern Spain)—the main crest forms a 

petween Spai leading his Frank and Gennan' armies 
into > aly. spoliigt ile land as far south as Ravenna and razing the town 
of Arragon to the ground in 267. 

King Chlodius II of the Sicambrian Franks (c. 264 - 289) son of 
King Bartherus of the Franks was born in Friesland, Netherlands—and 
he died at Nordrhein-Westfalen, Germany. He reigned 19 years during 
the reign of Emperor Aurelian—at the time Aurelian built Orléans 
(275)—and whence Emperor Probus recovered Gaul from the Germans, 
slaying 40,000 of them (277); in 283, Clodius (sic.) entered Gaul, and 
having slain many Romans, recovered some of that which he had 
formerly lost—but, in 289, the Romans again expelled him. He reigned 
27 years and died in the reign of Emperor Diocletian (284-305). 


King Gauthier (Walter) of the Sicambrian Franks (c. 252, France - 
306, North Rhine-Westphalia, Germany) son of King Chlodius III of the 
Franks took to wife Eurgen verch Llieffer * (c. 210, Germany - c. 300, 


“° There is also a fictitious Eurgen verch Lleuver daughter of Lleuver Mawr, who 
married Amminadab, the 5" Grail King: (see Grail Kings).. In L’Estoire del 
Saint Graal, Pelles maternal grandfather of Sir Galahad is said to be the son of 
Pelleham the Maimed King son of Lambar son of Manaal son of Catheloys son of 
Amminadab son of Josué son of Bron whose wife was Enygeus, sister of Joseph 
of Arimathea. 


Deutschland) (m. c. 235, Austrasia, France) and sired of her a son, Dux 
Dagobert I the Great of the East Franks, and a daughter, Athildis of the 
East Franks (c. 268, Germany - 300, Germany). 

King Dagobert I de Cologne of the Salain Franks (230, Germany - 
317) (age 87) or (246, Moselle, Olde Sachsen, Germany - 317 Northern 
Westfalen, Germany) took to wife (m. 250) Ildegonde di Lombardia (c. 
235, Lombardy, Italy - 280, Olde Sachsen, Germany) daughter of King 
Gauthier of the Salian Franks and Eurgan ap Llieffer and sired a son of 
her: Génébaud II of the Salien Franks. A mild and loving prince to his 
subjects, Dagobert reigned 11 years—from 306, during the reign of 
Emperor Constantine the Great. 

King Génébaud II (Genebald) de Cologne of the Salien Franks (c. 
262, Olde Sachsen, Germany - 358, Moselle, Old Westphalia, Sachsen, 
Germany ) took to wife (m. 299) Athildis des Sicambrian daughter of 
King Coilus of Britain (v.s.) (281, Germany - d. Yonne, Somme, Picardie, 
France) and sired a son of her: Dagobert II of the Franks. Note: Some 
sources claim that he wed Athildis of the East Franks daughter of King 
Gauthier of the Sicambrian Franks (v.s.). Note: In 328, Génébaud II de 
Cologne led 2686 men, along with their wives and children, being sent by 


they planted themselves between the Almanas and Thiiringii—Génébaud 
II became their first Duke and reigned 30 years. 

Dux Dagobert II av Ostfrankerna (des Francs est) (300, Olde 
Sachsen, Germany - c. 379, Nordrhein-Westfalen, Germany; bur. at St. 
Dennis’ Abbey, Paris, France) became Duke of East Franks (317) took to 
wife (m. 323) an unknown woman and sired of her two sons: Dux 
Clodius IV of the Franks and Dux Chlodio of the Franks. He also had a 
relationship with a woman named Eugenie. 

Dux Clodius IV des Francs est (c. 324, Koln, Nordrhein-Westfalen, 
Germany - 389, K6élIn, Olde Sachsen, Nordrhein-Westfalen, Germany ) 
took to wife Queen Blesinde von Suevic of the East Franks (330, Koln, 
Nordrhein-Westfalen, Germany - 389, Westphalia, Germany) (age 59) 
daughter of a princess of Toxandrie and Chlodome D Memauie 2 310, 
France - 358, see (age iene n 1a) ) 


King Chrocus of the Alémanie 


Dux Chlodio of the Franks (c. 324 - 389) was father of Blessinde of 
Cologne of the Franks (375, K6ln, Nordrhein-Westfalen, Germany - 
December 469, Sachsen, Germany ) (age 94). 

Blessinde de Cologne of the Franks married Théodémir Magnus of 
Lombardy (374, Toxandrie, France - 15 August 414, Thérouanne, Pas- 
De-Calais, Gaul) (age 40) son of Chief Richimir de Toxandrie of the 
Franks © (son of Général Teutomer of the Franks) and Ascyla (342, 
Bourgogne, France - executed with son on 15 August 414, , Sachsen, 
Germany ( (age 72) daughter of Ascyllius of the Franks. >! 

Dux Marcomer of the East Franks (347, Germany - 404) (age 57) son 
of Dux Clodius IV des Francs est took to wife (m. 369) Argotta 
Genebald and sired of her a son: King Pharamond of France. 

King Pharamond of France (370, Westphalia, Germany - 427) (age 
57) son of Dux Marcomer of the East Franks took to wife Imbeltrude 
daughter of Basogast and sired of her a son: King Chlodio of the Salien 
Franks. 

King Chlodio of the Salien Franks (395. Westphalia, Germany - 455) 
(age 60) took to wife (m. c. 414 ) childbride (age 16) Princess Basina de 
Thiiringia (b. 398) daughter of Weldelphus of Thiirin and sired of her 
two sons: Bishop Sigmaerus I of Auvergne and Dux Albro of Moselle. 

Dux Albro of Moselle took to wife a woman named Argotta and of her 
sired a son: Vanderbertus (no issue). 

Bishop Sigmaerus I of Auvergne took to wife Totanteus daughter of 
Ferreolus Totantius and sired of her a son: Duke Ferreolus of Moselle. 

Duke Ferreolus of Moselle (b. 465, Austrasia, France) took to wife a 
Roman lady named Dueteria and sired of her a son: Senator Anserbert. 


°° Chief Richimir was born in the y ear 335 at Toxandria, Netherlands - and he died 
in the year 393 at Dalmatia, Illyricum (present Balkans), Roman Empire: (age 
58). 

°' Ascyllius of the Franks was born in the year 330 in Sachsen, Germany - and 
he died in the year 417 in Sachsen, Germany: (age 87). 
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Senator Anserbert (c. 536 - 571) took to wife a woman named 
Blithildes and sired of her a son: Arnoldus of Saxony. 

Arnoldus of Saxony (c. 562 - c. 601) took to wife Dode of Héristal 
and sired of her a son: St. Arnolph (Arnold), Bishop of Metz. 

St. Arnolph (Arnold, Arnulf), Bishop of Metz. 

St. Arnolph, Bishop of Metz (13 August 582 - 16 August 640) was a 
Frankish noble who had great influence in the Merovingian kingdoms as 
a bishop and was later canonized as a saint. >” He is also known by his 
anglicized name, Arnold.*? St. Amolph took to wife a Saxon woman 
named Oda de Savoy (b. c. 586 - d. c. 615) and sired of her a son: King 
Ansigisel (Anchises and Ansgise) of the Franks. 

King Ansigisel of the Franks (607, Austrasia - 685, Andenne 
Monastery) (age 78) served King Sigebert III of Austrasia as a dux (a 
military leader) and domesticus. He was slain in a feud by his enemy 
Gundewin—being murdered at Andene Monastery Siegberg on the 
Meuse River (before 679). Ansigisel married St. Begga (Begue) of 
Brabant (613 - 17 December 693) daughter of Pepin of Landen, mayor 
of the palace of Austrasia, and his wife Itta (after 639): Their marriage 
united the two houses of the Pippinids and the Arnulfings which created 
what would later be called the Carolingian dynasty. On the death of her 
husband, she took the veil, founded several churches, and built a convent 
at Andenne where she spent the rest of her days as abbess. ™ 

Ansigisel son of Bishop Arnulf of Metz and Oda de Saxony sired three 
children of Begga: 

1) Dux Pepin Martel of Héristal father of Charles Martel the Hammer 
(who is best remembered for winning the Battle of Tours in 732, 
which has traditionally been characterized as an event that saved 
Europe from the Islamic expansionism that had conquered Iberia). He 
was the first mayor of the palace to “reign” as Duke and Prince of the 
Franks—and he by far overshadowed the Merovingian rois fainéants. 

2) Martin of Laon: In 678, Martin and his brother Pepin, mayor of the 
palace of Austrasia, met in battle the Neustrian mayor Ebroin son of 
King Clovis II of Burgundy and Neustria (639 - 658) and St. Bathilde 
of Ascania—a former slave, most probably of a high-ranking Anglo 
Saxon family from East Anglia, in the household of Erchinoald, the 
mayor of the palace of Neustria to Clovis—who had designs on all 
Francia. Ebroin defeated the Austrasians in the Battle of Lucofao 
(679/80). Pepin escaped and, although Martin made it back to Laon, 
he was assassinated on Ebroin’s orders. 


** Arnulf was canonized as a saint by the Roman Catholic Church and is known as 
the patron saint of brewing. His feast day is either 18 July or 16 August. 

** Arnold was born in north-eastern France, near where-at the small fortified riverfront 
town named Nanciacum (Nancy) was later founded (around 1050) at a ford in the 
Meurthe River—right tributary to the river Moselle—by Dux Gérard of Lorraine 
(q.v.). Arnulf gave distinguished service at the Austrasian court under Theudebert Il 
(Théodebert Il) (French: Thibert or Théodebert) (595 - 612) son and heir of 
Childebert II son of Brunhilda (q.v.). At the age of thirty he wanted to retire from 
public life; instead, in614, he was made bishop of Metz, eventhough he was still a 
layman at the time. 

In 613, Arnulf and Pippen der Altere (the Elder) of Landen (c. 580 — 27 
February 640), led the Frankish nobles in opposition to Brunhilda, queen regent 
of Austrasia (c. 543-613). The revolt led to her overthrow, torture, and eventual 
execution—being pulled apart by four horses—and the subsequent reunification of 
Frankish lands under the dowager queen’s nephew, Chlothar II (Clotaire, Chlotar, 
Clothar, Chlotochar, Hlothar) dit le Jeune (the Young), called the Great, who was 
King of Neustria and King of the Franks. 

From 623 (with Pippin the Old, who was then Mayor of the Palace of 
Austrasia), Arnulf was an adviser to Merovingian King DagobertI from 623 to 629: 
(Pippin was also the mayor for King Sigebert III of Austrasia from 633 to his 
death around 656): Sigebert III| has been described as the first Merovingian roi 
fainéant—do-nothing king—in effect the mayor of the palace ruled the kingdom 
throughout his reign. 

In 627, St. Arnulf retired to a mountain site in the Vosges, to implement his 
lifelong resolution to become a hermit. His friend St. Romarie (d. 653) had 
preceded him to the mountains and had already established the monastery of 
Remiremont there-at. Arnulf settled there, and remained there until his death 
twelve years later. 

Note: St. Romaric was a former Count Palatine in the court of the Merovingian 

king, Théodebert II: His parents were killed by Queen Brunhilda, and because 
of the enmity of his family with this queen, he wandered without a home. 

** Some hold that the beguine movement which came to light in the 12'" century 
was actually founded by St. Begga. The church in the beguinage of Lier, 
Belgium, has a statue of St. Begga standing above the inscription: “St. Begga, 
our foundress.” The Lier beguinage dates from the 13" century. More than likely, 
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3) Clotilda (Doda) of Héristal (Latin: Chrodechildis, Chlodechildis 
from Frankish *Hropihildi or *Hlodihildi, both meaning “famous in 
battle’; Greek: Moirai Clotho), who was married to King Theuderic 
III of the Franks. * She was a princess of the kingdom of Burgundy, 
supposedly descended from the Thervingian Gothic king Abana- 
reiks—first king of the Visigoths. In 492 she became the second wife 
of the Frankish king Clovis I (r. 481 - 509. She played a role in her 
husband’s famous conversion to Christianity and, in her later years, 
became known for her almsgiving and penitential works of mercy. 
She is credited with spreading Christianity within western Europe. 
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however, is that the beguines derived their name from that of the priest Lambert | © Theuderic III of the Franks was king of Neustria (including Burgundy) on two 


le Begue, under whose protection the witness and ministry of the Beguines 
flourished. 


occasions (673 and 675-691) and king of Austrasia from 679 to his death in 691. 
Thus, he was the king of all the Franks from 679. 
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The first urban settlement on the grounds of modern-day Cologne (Kéln) was 
Oppidum Ubiorum (settlement of the Ubii), founded in 38 BC by the Ubii, a 
Cisrhenani Germanic tribe which had entered into an agreement with the forces of 
the Roman General Marcus Vipsanius Agrippa and settled on the left bank of the 
Rhine—an important Roman military base.. In50 AD, the Romans founded Colonia 
Claudia Ara Agrippinensium (Cologne) on the river Rhine and the city became the 
provincial capital of Germania Inferior in 85 AD 

It was taken by the Franks in the 5th century and became an important city of 
Medieval Germany, In 50 AD the Cologne-born Agrippina the Younger, wife of the 
Emperor Claudius, asked for her home village to be raised to the status of a 
colonia—a city under Roman law. It was then renamed Colonia Claudia Ara 
Agrippinensis (colony of Claudius and the altar of Agrippina), shortened to Colonia 
Agrippina (Colony of Agrippina). In 80 AD the Eifel Aqueduct was built. It was one 
of the longest aqueducts of the Roman Empire, delivering 20,000 cubic metres of 
water to the city every day. Ten years later, the colonia became the capital of the 
Roman province of Lower Germany, Germania Inferior, with a total population of 
45,000 people occupying 96.8 hectares. 

In 260 AD Postumus made Cologne the capital of the Gallic Empire, which included 
the Gallic provinces, the German provinces to the left of the Rhine, Britannia, and 
the provinces of Hispania. The Gallic Empire lasted only fourteen years. By the 3rd 
century , only some 20,000 people lived in and around the town In 310 AD, Emperor 
Constantine | had a bridge constructed over the Rhine, guarded by the castellum 
Divitia. Divitia later became a part of Cologne with the name Deutz. The presence 
of Jews in Cologne was documented in AD 321. When exactly the first Jews 
arrived in the Rhineland area cannot now be established, but the Cologne 
community claims to be the oldest north of the Alps. As early as 321 AD, an edict 
by the Emperor Constantine allowed Jews to be elected to the City Council. 
Colonia was pillaged several times by the Franks in the 4th century . 
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The division of the Frankish kingdom among the sons of Clovis at his 
death in 511. 
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Adam of Eden and Lady Eve of the Rib were the first man and woman of our == hers were others living elsewhere in the world outside 
of the Garden of the Two Trees. One of their sons was Seth—and he took his sister Aziiré as his wife. Seth was the father of Enosh son of Aziira 
— , Enosh took his “twin-sister” Noam daughter of Aztird =~ as: his wife—and Cainan, their son, took his sister 
Mualeleth as his wife, and she, by he, was mother of both Mahalaleel father of Jared and Rashujal ben Cainan father-in-law of Jared. Jared son of 
Dinah / Dimah daughter of Mualeleth was the father of Enoch / Idris. Enoch / Idris son of Baraka daughter of Rachujal daughter of Noam was the 
father of Methuselah.) i se noch lived 305 years) belore he was taxem toswalk withwG@iods 227 


Por GNU er gee ore Poe ee ree SI Methuselalson.o/ Lana daucnicr of Danielson of, Manalaiee! was 
Pheslather on Mameeie 227 7 tie ere re ee  amechisano) Haondiaausnicn of DOTdKa last 
of the Cainites, and Azriel brother of Enoch / Idris was the father of Noah. 

Noah son of Ashmua CIOS es aa ed ns ae Pee ar ay ope hae er of Methuselah © | 


Romech (a eo Wes et a builder .om the’ ark,’’ was the father of Shem, Japheth and Ham—and their aoe was Emzara Naamah 
daughter OM Rakese) 7. ah wa ae and Nansu(NOMOUSA)) 3) Wien he ee ee ea am enelawivesiwere 
Sedegetelebab Olio (Nahalath Mahnuk), Adataneses Olivana Natinir (Arathka), and Ne’elatama’uk (Zedkat Nabu) aka Egyptus (Mizraim), 
respectively—the three daughters of Adah / Edna daughter of Eliakim ben Enoch brother of Methuselah and Eliakim son of Methuselah and Edna. 
Shem son of Noah was the father of King Arphaxad of Arrapachtis. Arphaxad son of Nahalath Mahnuk and Rasueja daughter of Shushan 
daughter of Arathka was his wife—and Salah was their son. Salah married his niece Hua Mu’ak daughter of Ninsun the Wise and Kessed brother of 
Shelah—and their son was Eber. Eber married his cousin Azrad daughter of Cainan son of Arphaxad and his niece Melka daughter of Medea sister 
of Arphaxad—and Peleg was their son. Peleg STNOSON OfsPIUd UV Gh ied etn pe ee ee ge See -. grandsor ah 
Lomna of the Sinites of unknown origins were parents of Reu and of Heraclim of Mesopotamia, who married his niece Shela ae of Ora 
Chaldees = = ~~ ————— ss, Ret was father of Seroh, who was the first of the patriarchal line to abandon monotheism and turn to 
idol worship, changing his name to Serug and teaching sorcery to his son Nahor, King of Ur and Agade. 
Note: A wild speculation!?? 
Right-or-wrong, | am equating Seroh / Serug aka Prince Sharru-kinu of Ugarit with Niqmaddu II, 3°¢ king of Ugarit—a Ue e me 
Suppiluliuma | of the Hittites. Moreover, in like manner, | compare Arhalba SOMICTINICNNOCEUMIE in | tr aint vay © 
ior Comeboson Of Senug) 25 7 2/9 } And, | also compare King Nahor of Ur and Agade brother of 


Cornebo to King Niqmepa of Ugarit, a vassal of the Fe ae | might go so far as to compare Niqmepa to Terah son of Nahor, 
instead; | assert this because | might assume Ibiranu son of Ammittamru II is actually Isaac secondborn son of Abraham [aka Ammenemes 
(Amenemhat 1) Sehetepibre—in which case Isaac would be identified with Kneperkare Senusret I] and Sarah [Neferitatjenen (mwt-niswt) (i.e., 
Sarai)], assuming, of course, that we accept Utri-Sarruma as Ishmael firstborn son of |Ibrm and Hagar the Egyptian, handmaid of Sarai— 
insomuch as the husbands of both women annulled their marriages and drove their wives away with theirsons. 
Pee pS Be carcass Sa aie Mirek Fea Allein ua ere neayr yim Use at Ce Sty RUAN rae tins cnet ree mrt | ied AS etl era sy es evene NEMS Saka 


RSE ico arer ane Meeyn i Spa ane We ieee Sate (IS ONS Sah SAL Cy eta Sec. a Cee hai Miah alee er ee Nites wee” vee Tanto AER IES a eS ey jes ener 
io ae arse Oi ret Ul etree a ier Vinee isab lenin eae Mpeue) ACRE) Worn Tiwemh ry Sc SU eee lines, Ie Ae nae NEE gee ee eG Lt 
OM na eT MeO NE MAN SENS Bic lar  aea tetany yhlcels ane mmeel ctu Pe leth ese Men Ge aes ec iien aN (en ce int Ne WGN, a aipeer Wana ee eel RT aS ae 


She (TA ae RATES ee nee ee Ps ieee emus NI SAT tl cel OTN Re arm Ne CaN iim) relies Cemnrern er! 

More-so, | further contend that the unnamed Hittite princess which Niqmaddu II married be none other than Rebecca daughter of 
Naharaim daughterofHaran == =~=~—~—~—~—s and BethuelsonofNachor = = = ~=~=~=~—~—~— —for her brother Laban the Aramean grandson of 
Haran was a man of Padan-Aram, Haran—centermost of that fertile crescent region consisting of Egypt and the Land of Hatti and Sumeria 
ee eae Care a pe era aM oe eee et Cine Ge nKnOwnies MINGhhilne Dom chy Onuganh opened 
up the Middle East to Bronze Age trade with Cyprus, Minoan Crete, Mycenaean Greece and Troy (Ilium) at the time of the Trojan War and 
the mysterious People of the Sea. Furthermore, it is of my opinion that this was about the time of the Battle of Qadesh—w hich took place at 
the city of Kadesh on the Orontes River between the forces of the New Kingdom of Egypt under Ramesses II the Great and the Hittite Empire 
UncdenMuwalaliil:son-of-Gussuiciwiva: CinclinltSHiihe. 26 oceans Nie ee ve Sn aWihOm clong vwilini Ms SOM 
succumbed to the plague which Egyptian captives from his Canaan campaign had brought with them to the Hittite heartland... hence, 
Ammurapi was the eighth and last of the kings of Ugarit. 

All this, though, is speculation and not based on forensic facts. 


Nahor was father of Terah. Terah son of [jaska lived in Ur of the Chaldees with ten wives and many children: The three sons of his wife 
Amethelo were: Abram, Nahor, and Haran—and Sarai (Sarah) was his daughter by the granddaughter of Serug. 
Abraham ~° was the first of three patriarchs— Isaac, his son, was second, and his son Jacob / Israel was third. 


°° Besides the Fertile Crescent, which includes both the Nile and Tigris-Euphrates river systems, there was also the Ganges in India, the Yellow River in China, 
and the Amazon in South America wherewith flourished different early hominids... each having evolved separately and independent of each other. And, 
before the melting of the glaciers at the end of the Last Ice Age, whence there was less water in our world’s seas and oceans, and whence Paleolithic sea-farers 
navigated the earth, trade (i.e., commerce and technology) and treaty—oftimes celebrated or sealed with orgiastic festivities—uniting the various prehistoric 
people... and the various races which we are today so miscegenated into being. 

* One of the earliest arrivals in Ireland was the priestess Cesair daughter of Bith and his wife Bairrfhind. Cesair's father Bith son of Noah, Fionntan 
mac Bochra the Wise, a seer, and Ladra the navigator were the only survivors of the Deluge. Each man had a primary wife: Fionntan mac Béchra 
took Cesair, Bith took Bairrfhind and Ladra took Alba. Fionntan mac Bochra was predeceased by the other two fellows, and he lived a further 5500 
years after the Deluge, becoming an advisor to the kings of Ireland. In this capacity he gave advice to the last Fir Bholg High King Eochaid son 
of Eirc when the Tuatha Dé Danaan invaded, and he fought in the First Battle of Cét-chath Maighe Tuireadh. 


* According to Bible chronology. Abraham was born at Ur of the Chaldees in the prosperous reign of Shugi (Dungi). The king of Egypt at this time 
was the morally bankrupt Pepi II (who is noted for covering his naked slaves with honey). Abraham (Amenemhat I) entered Egypt during Pepi 
II’s reign. God plagued Egypt (Genesis 12:17) and the Egyptian Memphis dynasty fell. 

Pepi II had trade with Sodom. Pepi II was Egypt’s first bi-sexual king. Sodom was destroyed a score of years after Pepi II had died. Amenemhat 
I’s son is Senusret I 1813-1777 BC. who is called “Throat Slitter of Asiatics” (i.e., 'Apiru): (Oxford History of Egypt). Mark: I do not believe that he 
was labeled with this honorific because he slit the throats of Asiatics... 

Abraham married his half-sister Sarah. (Genesis 20:-12) [ ] appearing in Egypt (Genesis 12:10-20) during the reign of Egyptian pharaoh (Pepi II) 
who had also married his half-sister Neith. Note: Biblical and Egyptian customs match in may ways. 

Egypt was in chaos during Pepi II’s reign—and Nitocris inherited this chaos after Abraham had left Egypt and her father Pepi II had died. Then, 
drought and famine struck Egypt during the reign of Mentuhotep II. Egyptian parents ate their own children (cf, Holodomor). 

Pepi II’s Memphis dynasty had reached high depravity. Pepi II no doubt thought he could buy God's favor by making Abraham wealthy (Genesis 
13:1-2), yet Pepi II did not repent... so his dynasty soon fell; and, when princess Nitocris’ life ended, the same officials who would have slain Abraham 
(Genesis 12:12) were the same officials who slew Queen Nitocris’ brother. She died setting herself on fire after avenging her brother's death. 
(Abraham's life was saved by Sarah saying to Egyptian officials she was Abraham's sister. Abraham lived because Sarah defended her brother, and 
Nitocris died because her brother was not protected.) 


On the Kings of the Franks and of the Kings of the Cimmerians and of the Kings of the Sicambrii and the later Kings of Troy (Ilium) 


Queen Nitocris marked the end of Egypt's Memphis dynasty. The Theban dynasty replaced her dynasty. 

»° Esau the Red was father of the Edomites by his three wives: his first Canaanite wife, Adah (Basemath) daughter of Elon the Hittite—mother ite 
pation son Eliphaz; and his second Canaanite wife, Abolibamah (Judith) daughter of Anah (granddaughter of Zibeon the Hivite son of Se 
Horite) and Beeri the Hittite—mother of Jeush, Jalam, and Corek (Korah); and his third wife, Basemath (Mahalath) daughter of Ishmael ant nen 
of Reuel. 

°° It is my belief that the Egyptians Yuya, a powerful non-royal courtier (i.e., of foreign origin) and a prophet of the orgiastic god Min, and Tjuya 
mother of queen Tiye (Great Royal Wife of Amenhotep III) and grandmother of Akhenaton and great grandmother of Tutankhamun, are the Hyksoi 
Judah and Tamar. 


®* Zerah founded the only royal line termed “wise” having led his people north, from Egypt where he was born, into what is now Asia Minor, and his son 
Mahol continued likewise. 


— 
bo 10 20km 


Troas was founded on the northwestern shore of the Aegean Sea. 


Of the Coribus Trojan Kings at the foot of Mount Ida. 

Darda son of Zeus and the Pleiade Electra, Mahol’s heir, sailed from Samothrace to Troas on a raft made of hides (cf., St. Brendan), reached the 
northwestern shore of the Aegean Sea, where, upon commandeering a providential site, he founded Dardania on the Hellespont [the nearby strait 
separating Dardania from Hellas or Greece)—the later, ill-fated metropolis of ium (Troy) (c. 1520 BC). Here the city flourished for nearly four 
hundred years. More-so, Darda first saw the straits that separated Europe and Asia and gave them his name, Dardanelles. Darda also founded a fort 
here that is named after him. Me viewer! married Basia (Batea) patente of King Teucer (Teucrus) of Teucria son of the river god Xanthus 
Scamander (son of Coribus h other) and his sister-wife, the nymph Idaea both the 


s Oceanus and Tethys. 


The Royal House of Troy was also divided into two branches, that of the Dardanoi (Acpdavot), and that of Troy (lium). The House of Dardania 
was older than the House of Troy, but Troy later became more powerful than Dardania. Aeneas is referred to in Virgil’s Aeneid interchangeably as a 
Dardan or as a Trojan, but strictly speaking Aeneas was of the Dardanian branch. 

An Egyptian papyrus mentions certain ‘Dardenui’ as among the allies of the Hittites at the battle of Kadesh (1287 BC); it is likely that these 
were the ancestors of the ‘Dardenoi’ who in Homer’s terminology are one-and-the-same with the Trojans. These Dardani were most likely of Balkan 
(Greek) origin, crossed the Hellespont (c. 16 hy 5" century BC). Herodotus, however, identified the Trojans with the Teucrians [note the 
eponymous King Teucer already mentioned] and, according to 1° century BC Greco-Roman geographer Strabo, the Teucrians were Cretans who 
settled in the Troad, perhaps after the fall of Cnossos. Both Minoan Crete and the Troad had a sacred Mt. Ida: (Vol.2: The Life of Greece, 1966, p. 
35). Many of the royal houses of Mycenaean Greece also sprang from the royal lineage of Crete. 

Many rulers of Ancient Rome claimed descent from Aeneas and the Houses of Troy and Dardania. Thus great was the founder of Troy and the sire of the 
Trojan race whose children abide with us still. Troy fell because her sons had an eye for the refined and beautiful in women. Her descendants have that 
exquisite eye still and are naturally very proud of the accomplishment. 

* In Greek mythology, Pylaemenes (Ancient Greek: TuAcipi¢vec) was the king of the Eneti tribe of Paphlagonia. He claimed to be related to Priam 
through Phineus, as the latter’s daughter Olizone was married to Dardanus. He led his Paphlagonian forces to the Trojan War, as a Trojan ally. 
Pylaemenes was killed in battle as Menelaus of Sparta. He had a son named Harpalion who was killed by Meriones son of Molus son of 
Deucalion son of King Minos of Cre . Homer 
provided no parentage for Piemeice but other mythographers name his father as Bilsates or Melius. 
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° It is my belief that the Egyptians Yuya, a powerful non-royal (i.e., of foreign origin) Egyptian courtier—a prophet of the ithyphallic bearded god Min 
(“maker of gods and men”)—with one arm raised wielding a thunderbolt (cf, the Ba‘al Cycle of Ugarit)—and Tjuya, mother of queen Tia'a (Tiye) and 
grandmother of Akhenaton and great grandmother of Tutankhamun—all of which were of the Hyksoi * Judah and Tamar. 

Tiye was the Great Royal Wife of Amenhotep III—and it is my belief that she was the wetnurse of infant Moses (i.e., Tutmose V)—him which was 
drawn out of the river in a basket (as was Sargon II the Great) by : (Exodus 2:5, 6). Tutmose V was married to Meketaten, the second daughter of 
Akhenaton and Nefertiti - hp, who died young (in childbirth): (Exodus 2:12 - by burying “him” in “the sand” it is inferred that Moses buried “her” in the 
“Valley of the Kings”). Because of this it was said by pharaoh that Tutmose had killed her—and he was thereafter referred to only as “the Dead Prince” 
for pharaoh made a decree that his name should neither be spoken or written. Thus, Moses went forth into the land of Midian after this: (Exodus 2: 15)— 
and he returneth not until the time of Ozymandias. 

A note on “the progenitor of monotheism.” 

Mutemwiya supposed daughter of the Hurrian King Artatama I of Mitanni and supposed sister of Yuya, the priest of Min: (viz., Judah son of Thuya 
and Jacob. the parents of Queen Tiye—a supposed descendant of Queen Ahmose-Nefertari wife of Amenhotpe III the Magnificent) and a minor wife of 
Tutmose IV. Mutemwiya was the progenitor of monotheism. The orgiastic cult of Min originated in predynastic times—and Min, a fertility god 
associated with “the white bull of the moon,” was represented as a Black man holding his erect penis in one hand and a flail in the other. 


43 


On the Kings of the Franks and of the Kings of the Cimmerians and of the Kings of the Sicambrii and the later Kings of Troy (Ilium) 


Antenor died in 412 BC. MarcomirI == = =~ was King of Cimmerians. He was the father of Antenor II. Antenor II was King of 
Cimmerians. He was born before 412 BC and died in 384 or 386 BC. His wife was Cambra, and they were the parents of Priamus (b. 358 BC), King 
of Sicambri. 

King Priamus of Sicambri was father of Helenus. The Cimmerians changed the name of their tribe to Sicambri in honor of Cambra, Priamus’ 
mother. King Helenus of Sicambri = j= 3 ~~ was father of Diocles. King Diocles of Sicambri = = | 
__ was father of Basanus M agmus. 

Basanus Magmus 7. = = son of Diocles married the daughter of a Norwegian king, and they were the parents 
of Clodomir, King of Sicambri. Basanus Magnus slew his son Sedanus for adultery, and he disappeared in 250 BC. King Clodomir of Sicambri 
was father of Nicanor, King of Sicambri. Clodomir. 

King Nicanor of Sicambri = == ~~ was father of Marcomir II son of a daughter of King Elidure of the Britains. King 
Marcomir II of Sicambri was father of Clodius I. Marcomir II was killed in battle sometime between 170-and-160 BC. King Clodius I of 
Sicambri was father of Antenor III. Clodius I withstood invasions from the Romans and the Gauls, and was killed in battle in 159 BC. 

King Antenor III of Sicambri = ~—__—was ‘father of Clodomir II. King Clodomir II of Sicambri was father of 
Mérodachus. Clodomir II. King Mérodachus of Sicambri = ~~ ~___ was father of Cassander. 


King Cassander of Sicambri was father of Antharius—and King Antharius of Sicambri 
was the last King of Sicambri. 


vi 
King Francus of West Franks son of Antharius was father of Clodius II. King Clodius II of Franks was 
father of Marcomir III. King Marcomir II of Franks was father of Clodomir III. King Clodomir (Clodemir) III of 
Franks was father of Antenor IV. King Antenor IV of Franks was father of Ratherius. King Ratherius of Franks 
was father of Richemer. King Richemer of Franks (d. 114 AD) was father of Odonar. 
King Odonar or Odomir of Franks was father of Marcomir 


King Marcomir of Franks married Athildis daughter of King Coilus or Coel of Britain (Old King Cole, ca. 125, built Coel-Castra, or 
Colchester) and, taking a second wife, he also married a daughter of King Cyllin of Siluria. Among the children of Marcomir and Athildis was 
Clodomir IV, King of Franks. Marcomir died in 149. Athildis died in 170. 


[Coilus was the son of Marius. Marius’ father was Arviragus, and his mother was Venissa Julia. Venissa Julia was a daughter of Tiberius Claudius 
Caesar, Emperor of Rome. Tiberius Claudius Caesar’s mother was Antonia, daughter of Mark Anthony. On his mother’s side, Coilus was the 
grandson of Boadicea, or, in Latin, Victoria, British queen who poisoned herself in 62 A.D. after being defeated in battle by the Romans. Boadicea’s 
husband was Prasutagus. ] 


Clodomir IV was King of Franks who was born before 149. He married Hafilda, and they were the parents of Farabert, King of Franks. Clodomir 
died in 166. 

Farabert was King of Franks who was born before 166 and died in 186. He was father of Sunno, King of Franks. 

Sunno, or Huano, was King of Franks who was born before 186 and died in 213(?). He was father of Hilderic, King of Franks. 

Hilderic was King of Franks who was born before 212 and died in 253. He was father of Bartherus, King of Franks. 

Bartherus was King of Franks who was born before 253 and died in 272. He was father of Clodius III, King of Franks. 

Clodius II was King of Franks who was born before 272 and died in 289 or 298. He was father of Walter, King of Franks. 

Walter was King of Franks who died in 306. He was father of Dagobert, King of East Franks. 

Dagobert was King of East Franks who was born in 230 and died in 317. He was father of Genebald, Duke of East Franks. 

Genebald was Duke of East Franks who was born about 262 and died in 358. He was father of Dagobert, Duke of East Franks. 
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Illyrians prior to Roman conquest 
*Dardanians have Thracian origin 

& Galabri, Thunaki as sub-tribes 

Phrygian Tribes 

Celtic influence 

Independent 

Venetic Tribes 


Map depicting the Adriatic Sea region in Pre-Roman time, showing several Illyrian tribes and the extent of the territory of some tribes. 
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Hamaland (Hameland) was located east of the river IJssel, in the Sallzee lakeland at its confluence with the river Vecht, and south of Salland 
(the original homeland of the Frankish Salii), anciently known as Isala, west of Twente (the original homeland of the Germanic Tuihanti). Its name 
originated from the former Chamavi inhabitants that merged into the newly formed confederation of Franks. Hamaland and the Chamavi had since 
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late antiquity been ruled by independent kings, before being subdued by the Carolingian Franks. 


Hamaland and Salland were the cradles of two founding members of the Frankish federation, the Chamavi and the Salii . 
northern region of the land of the Batavi tribe, another member of the Frankish federation. It seems that the Batavi of Betuwe were already 
incorporated to the Chamavi when the federation was founded, while the rest of the tribe were a part of the Roman province Germania Inferior, 
south of the Rhine (see map below). In the 4" century, these ‘Roman Batavi’ (renowned auxiliaries of Rome), too, were incorporated to the Frankish 


confederation. 


Ignore references to dates—as they are unreliable and apt to change from source-to-source. More importantly, attempting to rationalize and justify 
equating persons, places and events apropos with BC/AD chronologies—these too are oft merely educated guesses; furthermore, our ancient history 
evolved in harmony with nature, we being rural folk, with a rich and diverse heritage, apart, distinct and different than the Black, Nobility, Society 
of Jesus, Freemasons and Illuminatists, and Zionists wouldst have us believe. I assure you, citizen! there has been a war against our freedom to 
think—and our globalist enemies wouldst rather we not Rnow the truth of our heredity. As far as many of our ancestors being considered fictitious... 
and despite much ado being made up about trivializing our Trojan origins... I assure you that such is also true of our Biblical ancestors. 


A Chronicle of the Fictitious, Legendary and Historic Kings of the Gauls of Germania Inferior 


These be the fictional and legendary descendants of Perez ha- 
Judah (Pharez), firstborn twin of temple prostitute Tamar of 
Kadesh daughter of Elam, whose brother Zerah of the scarlet 
thread is ancestors of Jesus of Nazareth... him being the historic 
ancestor of the kings of Arcadia and Dardania, of the Teucri, 
Trojans and Latini, as well as of Cambria and Cornwall, and of the 
Britons. 
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“Dying Gaul” by Bpicoioe (3™ century BC). 
It is thought that the original bronze was part ofa statuary group on the 
Pergamum acropolis commemorating the victory of Attalus in 23BC over 


the Gauls. Although it represents a defeated enemy, it still records his 
heroism and bravery. It is typically Hellenistic in that it depicts pain 


expressively (a bleeding wound is obvious in his side) and in that it 
attempts to evoke an emotional response from the viewer. 


1. Kings of the Franks 


46 


Betuwe was the 


© :Darcy- 
sh d-b 


Kanat 


’ Citize 


tile de la famille 
Freeborn 


CN 


John:Bouchard, Ji Ex6u a,O 
> Sovereign P yn and “ on of 


od 


rs Common 


The sources for the appearance of Ascaric and Merogias in history are 
few, but were written within a few years of their deaths in contemporary 
times. They are considered reliable. They are mentioned in a collection of 
recorded speeches from the period called the Panegyrici latini.*’ These 
were numbered more or less at random. Only three of the twelve are 
concerned with the Frankish invasions of Gaul in the late-3" and 
early-4" centuries: numbers IV, VI and VII. % Only VI provides any 
significant detail. The authors of VI and VII, conventionally entitled 
“Panegyric of Constantine” and “Panegyric of Maximian and 
Constantine” respectively, remain unknown and are therefore typically 
called “anonymous.” Number IV, the earliest, which precedes any of the 
events involving the two war leaders, is termed “Eumenius for the 
Restoration of the Schools” because in it the orator quotes a letter from 
Constantius Chlorus identifying him as Eumenius © (b. c. 260 at the 


*’ XII Panegyrici Latini or Twelve Latin Panegyrics is the conventional title of 


Z Ss 
Athildis of Britain 
2. The Toxandrians 


Frankish hoofdman (chief) Marcomir De Toxandrie (of Sachsen, 
Germany) (c. 220 - 281) had two wives; his first wife was Ildégonde of 
the Lombards (Lombardy, Italy) (c. 224 - 296)—mother of his children 
and matriarch of his gens—and a second, younger wife named Fausta, a 
Roman woman. Godinga Scridefini was his daughter. 

Riparian Frank hoofdman Génébaud I De Toxandrie son of 
Marcomir De Toxandrie (c. 245 - c. 289) married Queen Athildis de 
Toxandrie of the East Franks and Sicambrian Franks (245 - 289) (44)— 
and their children were: Ragaise, King of the Franks (q.v.); Antharic 
(270 - 306) (36) and his son Ratheric (b. 295); an unnamed daughter who 
died in Somme, Picardie, France; and Gonobaud I van Toxandrie (270 - 
307) (37). Some believe Génébaud I is a prince of the Germanic Bructeri 
tribe, whilest others believe he is from one of the Salian tribes. 


Ascaric and Merogias 

Ascaric or Ascarich (asca- “ash tree” and -riks “ruler,” Latin: 
Ascaricus) and Merogias (Latin: Merogiasus) were early Frankish war 
leaders, who are the earliest known leaders explicitly called 
Frankish, although the name of the Franks is earlier. 

In 306 Ascaric and Merogias led a Frankish raid across the Rhine 
into southern Gaul while Constantius Chlorus was campaigning 
against the Picts in Britannia. The Franks (at the time part of the 
Bructeri) had made a previous agreement with Rome, since Chlorus’ 
successor, his son Constantine I, sought to punish them as traitors upon 
his return. The two chieftains were defeated, captured, and executed “for 
their past crimes,” an act which “bound with fear the slippery loyalty of 
the whole race.” The execution took place Triér—Constantine’s capital 
in Gaul—and the two Franks and their followers were torn apart by 
animals in the amphitheatre before a large crowd. Their defeat was 
followed by a punitive expedition against the tribe from which they 
had conducted the raid. 
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“ Athildis of Britain (b.c. 105) was the wife of Afallach ap Beli of Britain son of 
Belus of Britain and Anna the Prophetess of Arimathea—and they had two known 
sons: Euddolen ap Afallach and Owain (Eugien) ap Afallach of Britain, whose 
wife was Emerita verch Coel of Britain sister of Athildis of Britain. 


°° French: Gonobaud | De Toxandrie, roi des Francs, German: Génébaud | de 


Toxandrie, roi des Francs, Spanish: Dn. Gonobaud | de Toxandria, roi des 
Francs. 
°° Bructeri (Greek: BpoUxtepol; but Bouodktepor in Strabo) located in 


northwestern Germany, in present-day North Rhine-Westphalia. Their territory 
included both sides of the upper Ems (Latin: Amisia) and Lippe (Latin: Luppia) 
rivers. At its greatest extent, their territory stretched between the vicinities of the 
Rhine in the west and the Teutoburg Forest and Weser river in the east. |n 
late Roman times they moved south to settle upon the east bank of the Rhine 
facing Cologne, an area later known as the kingdom of the Ripuarian Franks. 
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a collection of twelve ancient Roman and late antique prose panegy ric orations 
written in Latin—speeches of praise delivered to various Roman emperors 
between the years 100 and 389: (A panegyric is a formal public speech, or 
written verse, delivered in high praise of a person or thing, a generally highly 
studied and undiscriminating eulogy, not expected to be critical). Panegyrists 
and propagandists of the Late Empire insisted that there was a special 
relationship between sovereign and divinity presenting an image of the 
perfect prince including four elements: (1) All success arises from favour of 
the divinities; (2) only the pious receive divine favour; (3) the most important 
indication of divine favour for the pious prince is military victory; and (4) with 
victory secured divine favour would produce peace and unity for the realm. The 
authors of most of the speeches in the collection are anonymous, but appear to 
have been Gallic in origin. Aside from the first panegy ric, composed by Pliny 
the Younger in AD 100, the other speeches in the collection date to between 
AD 289 and 389 and were probably composed in Gaul. The original manuscript, 
discovered in 1433, has perished; only copies remain. 

The earliest of the three panegyrics, IV, delivered at Lyon or Autun by 
Eumenius to the governor of the province, which was probably Lugdunensis II 
between the Seine and the Loire, on the occasion of a visit, begs the governor to 
restore the Maenianae school of Autun, and contributes his own salary to the 
effort. Only background information about the Franks is given. They assisted the 
pretender Carausius, temporary ruler of Britain and parts of Gau/. When the 
imperial government stabilized after a dynastic struggle, Constantius 
Chlorus reconquered northwestern Gaul, ejected the Franks from there and 
proceeded to the liberation of Britain. The speech, made in 297 or 298, 
immediately after the reconquest, in the ruins of the city, presented a letter from 
Constantius expressing his desire to do something for the children of Gaul and 
appointing Eumenius, a member of the imperial staff, whose grandfather had 
been headmaster, to rebuild the school. 

Panegyric VII is a speech delivered to Constantine I on the occasion of his 
taking the daughter of senior Emperor Maximian, in marriage in 307. By then 
the Franks had been cleared out of Gaul a second time. The two chiefs had 
just been executed—and the mood was festive. The speaker bragged of the 
treatment meted out to the treacherous Franks. The mood did not last, as once 
again the emperors became embroiled in conflict. By 310 Maximian was dead, 
his daughter repudiated, and Constantine was senior emperor. An uneasy 
peace had been restored in Gaul. 

In Panegyric VI, on the anniversary of the foundation of Triér a middle-aged 
school-teacher from Autun and former member of the imperial court addressed 
the emperor—a guest of the celebration—at the beginning of August. He could 
be Eumenius, but there is no proof that he is. The emperor has just successfully 
struck a blow against the Bructeri. The speaker reveals the details but a note of 
fear manages to pervade the speech. “Let the Franks retaliate,” he says. “We 
know they can cross the Rhine anywhere at any time they choose. Our defense 
is such terror that they will fear even to approach the bank. There are forts and 
ships on every landing place. We don’t fear them.” 

Eutropius has only the summary statement that Constantine, having 
defeated the Franks and the Alamanni, had their kings torn to pieces by wild 
beasts in the arena. 

Eumenius was born in Gallia Lugdunensis at Augustodunum (odern-day 
Autun), the civitas capital of the Celtic Aedui (Ancient Greek: Aidouvo1) a Gallic 
people of Gallia Lugdunensis, who inhabited the country between the Arar 
(Sa6ne) and Liger (Loire), in today's France. He was of Greek descent; his 
grandfather, who had migrated from Athens to Rome, finally settled at 
Augustodunum as a teacher of rhetoric. Eumenius probably took his father's 
place, for it was from Augustodunum that he went to be magister memoriae 
(private secretary) to the emperor Constantius Chlorus, whom he 
accompanied on several of his campaigns. 

In 296, Chlorus determined to restore the scholae Maenianae (famous 
schools) of Augustodunum. During the periodic crises of 3 century Gaul, 
instruction had ceased, possibly for lack of funding or students, and the buildings 
had been greatly damaged during a siege of the city in 269. The emperor 
appointed Eumenius to the management of the schools, allowing him to keep 
the rank of a senior imperial officer and doubling his salary. 

Eumenius was a pagan and had not converted to Christianity, unlike Ausonius 
and Sidonius Apollinaris and other 4" and 5" century writers from Gaul. 

Decimus or Decimius Magnus Ausonius was a Roman poet and teacher of 
rhetoric from Burdigala in Aquitaine, modern Bordeaux, France; for a time he 
was tutor to the future emperor Gratian, who afterwards bestowed the consulship 
on him. 
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latest, more probably between 230 and 240). In addition Eutropius 7 
makes some mention of the period. 
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Two Gauls on horseback. 


3. The Morinie and Menapians 


Odin de Morinie " was father of Heindall de Morinie, father of 
Carolus de Morinie, father of Ménapius de Morinie, father of 
Valerius I des Ménappes,” father of Carolus I de Morinie (des 
Ménappes). His wife was Suriente—and Priapus de Menapie (des 
Ménappes) © was their son; Carolus II de Menapie (des Ménappes) 
was his son, and his son was Julius de Menapie (des Ménappes), father 


Gaius Sollius Modestus Apollinaris Sidonius, better known as Saint 
Sidonius Apollinaris, was a poet, diplomat, and bishop—and probably “the 
single most important surviving author from 5" century Gaul”: He was one of 
four Gallo-Romanaristocrats of the 4"-to-5" century whose letters survive in 
quantity ; the others are Ruricius bishop of Limoges, Alcimus Ecdicius Avitus, 
bishop of Vienne and Magnus Felix Ennodius of Arles, bishop of Ticinum. All of 
them were linked in the tightly bound aristocratic Gallo-Roman network that 
provided the bishops of Catholic Gaul. His feast day is 21 August. 

” Flavius Eutropius (fl. around AD 360) was a Roman historian from Burdigala 
(Bordeaux), the capital of Roman Aquitaine in what is now southwestern 
France. He was almost certainly a pagan and remained one under the Christian 
successors emperor Julian the Apostate (r 361-363). He served as the 
magister memoriae (imperial secretary) in Constantinople. He accompanied 
Julian on his expedition against the Parthians in 363. He survived at /east as 
long as the reign of the emperor Valens (364-378), to whom he dedicated his 
Summary of Roman History (Latin: Breviarium Historiae Romanae)—a ten- 
chapter compendium of Roman history from its foundation to the accession of 
Valens. |It was compiled with considerable care from the best accessible 
authorities; it was written in a clear and simple style; and it treats its subjects with 
general impartiality. For the Republican period, Eutropius depended upon an 
epitome of Livy. For the Empire, he appears to have used Suetonius and the 
now lost Enmannsche Kaisergeschichte (Enmann’s History of the 
Emperors), which covered the time from emperor Augustus to 337 or 357. At the 
end, he probably made use of his own personal experiences.. 

His history ends during Valens’ reign but he possibly survived and held high 
office in later years as well: a “Eutropius” is known to have served as praetorian 
prefect for Illyria in 380 and imperial consu/—with the emperor Valentinian 
II—in 387. It was compiled with considerable care from the best accessible 
authorities; it was written in a clear and simple style; and it treats its subjects with 
general impartiality . 

™ Odin de Morinie was born at the end of the 2” century BC - and died in the 
early 1°' century BC. 

” Valerius | des Ménappes was born Before Christ - but died Anno Domini. 

’”? Priapus de Menapie was born at the end of the 1 century - and died early -2"° 
century. 


of Octavius de Menapie (des Ménappes), whom had two sons: Godard 
de Morinie and Valardius de Menapie." 

Godard de Morinie was father of Godefroy II de Morinie, father of 
Vuéric I de Morinie, father of Artsartos de Morinie,” father of 
Martisiandios de Morinie,” father of Gauloise of Belgique,”’ who 
married the Frankish chief, Malaric I de Toxandrie son of King 
Merogais (Ragaise) of the Franks (295 - 360) (65), father of Richimir de 
Toxandrie by an unknown mother.” 

Valardius de Menapie,”’ who is said to have lived but one day 
only—in 290 AD—and was father of Artsartos de Hesbaye (de 
Menapie),® father of Martisiandes de Menapie, Roi des Ménappes de 
Toxandrie, father of NN de Hesbaye wife of Priaros and Toxandre of 
the Menappes (q.v.). 


4. The Alemanni and Thiiringians 

K6énig Wadomaire D’Alémanie son of Kénig Chrocus der 
Alemannen *' married Gibica Witigula des Burgondes (de 
Bourgogne),” daughter of Bermond Burgondes (245 - 309) (64), son of 
Viamir Burgondes (220 - 270) (50), son of Vanderich Burgondes (188 - 
250) (62), son of Gauser Burgondes (158 - 225) (67), son of Walderich 
Burgondes (133 - 198) (65), sonof Thorismond Burgondes (108-188) (80), 
son of Cunimond Burgondes (88 - 168) (80), son of Hermanrich 
Burgondes (63 - |33) (70), son of Ancile Burgondes (38 - | 11) (73). 


Core areas in Baden-Wiirttemberg and Alsace, in Bavarian Swabia, 
German-speaking Switzerland, Liechtenstein and Vorarlberg 


King Withigula of the Thiiringians (c. 275 - c. 335) married the sister 
of Kénig Wadomaire D’Alémanie daughter of Konig Chrocus der 
Alemannen. Withigula was the son of Fritigern II of the Thiiringians (c. 
245 - c. 305), son of Begon of the Thiiringians (c. 220 - 273), son of 
Fritigern I von Thiiringian (c. 190 - 247), son of Thiiringos von 
Thiiringen (c. 155 - 213) —and he had two sons: Chrochus of the 
Thiiringians and King Carlwig I of the Thiiringians—and they are the 
end of this line. 


King Guindomar of the Alemanni son of Kénig Wadomaire 
D’Alémanie and Gibica Witigula des Burgondes (b. c. 295, France - d. c. 
356, Germany) married D’Alémanie (de Toxandrie) of the Franks sister 
of Malaric I de Toxandrie—their son was Clodomer D’Alémanie (b. c. 
328 at Olde, Sachsen, Germany - d. 25 August 358 at Souffelweyersheim, Bas- 
Rhin, Alsace, France)—and his wife was Fredegond—and they are the end 
of this line. 


™ Both Godard de Morinie and Valardius de Menapie lived at the end of the 2" 
century - and died early-3" century. 

’° Artsartos de Morinie was born at the end of the 3” century - and died early-4"" 
century . 

’° Martisiandios de Morinie was born at the end of the 3% century - and died 

early -4"" century. 

Gauloise of Belgique (French: Gauloise de Belgique, Princesse Celte; 
German: Gaulish van Belgie) was born c. 300 at Lombard, Lombardia, Italy - 
and she died c. 360 (52-68) at Franco, Benguela, Angola. 

” Toxandria (Taxandria) is the classical name for a region between the Meuse 
and the Scheldt rivers in the Netherlands and Belgium. The Salian Franks 
that settled the area in the 4" century became known as Toxandrians. These 
tribes gave rise to the Merovingian dynasty that came to dominate what is now 
France. 

’° Er.: Valardius des Ménappes. 

*° Artsartos de Hesbaye was born at the end of the 3" century - and died early -4"" 

century. 

K6énig Chrocus der Alemannen died an octogenarian in 319 AD at Arles, 
Provence-Alpes-Céte d’Azur, France; his son Wadomaire D’Alémanie was born 
at the end of the 3° century in Lombardy, Italy - and died in the 4" century at A, 
Fyn, Denmark. 

. of the Burgundians aka Gibica Witigula des Burgondes (French: X 

D’Alémanie (De Burgondie), who lived during the decades of the 3” century, 

dying young. 
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In 361, Constantius I died—and just before his death he was baptized 
and named Julian the Apostate as his sole-successor. 


The ’s successful campaign against the 
Alemanni, notably his victory at Strassburg in 357, earned him the 
acclamation and popularity which propelled him “to usurp the purple.” 
The Alemanni were gradually subdued and several of their component 
tribes were granted federate status and allowed to settle just over the 
Rhine in Swabia. The Hunnish push and the great invasion of 406 
prompted the Alemanni to swarm just over the border into the Alsace. 
As long-time federates, the Romans kindly allowed them to stay there. 
The Alemanni adopted many elements of Latin culture, converted to 
Christianity and gradually abandoned their warlike qualities. They 
became one of the principal barbarian suppliers of colonists and soldiers. 
Their officers reached quite powerful positions in the Roman hierarchy. 


5. The Franks at Toxandria 


The children of Malaric I de Toxandrie and Gauloise of Belgique 
were: Flavius Merobaudes Richomeres (314 - 383) (69), who married 
a woman of the Gauls; Mellobaude de Toxandrie, king of the Franks at 
Worms (c. 320 - c. 383), who had two wives: Princess Blesinde of the 
Suevi—she gave him no known child—and Queen Ascyla van Gallic of 
Lombardy, whom was executed on 15 August 414 at Worms, 
Rheinland Pfatz, Germany for reasons unknown; King Priaros of the 
Franks at Toxandria, who married NN de Hesbaye (v.s.)—they had a 
son named King Sunno of the Sicambrian Franks (q.v.); and, their sister 
was Ascyla Vr. Athanaric (333 - 400) (67). [Vr. undoubtedly infers “verch” 
(i.e., “daughter of’), but, as her parentage is so-stated, in this sense, I 
su ggest that Koning Athanaricvan de Visigoten is her husband. ] 

In 374, King Mellobaude of the Franks killed King Macrianus of 
the Alemanni. 


Online Library of Liberty: The History of the Decline and Fall of the 
Roman Empire, vol. 4 

8.MELLOBAUDES — (P.236, 257)Gibbon has confused 
Mellobaudes with the more eminent Merobaudes in two places(p. 236 
and 257). Mellobaudes (or Mallobaudes: the MSS. of Ammian vary) 
was aFrank king and held the post of comes domesticorum under 
Gratian. See Ammian, 30,3, 7, and 31, 10, 6; and cp. above p. 306.This 
Mellobaudes must also be distinguished from another less 
importantMellobaudes (or Mallobaudes), a Frank who wastribunus 
armaturarumunderConstantius; see Ammian, 14, 11,21, and 15,5, 6. 
These namesakes are confoundedin the index of Gardthausen’s 
Ammianus. See Richter, Das westrémische Reich, p.283.Merobaudes 
deserves prominence as the first of a series of men of barbarian 
originwho rose to power in the Imperial service; Merobaudes, 
Arbogast, Stilicho, Aetius,Ricimer. He married into the family of 
Valentinian (Victor,Epit.45), and was consulin377 
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He was elected King of the Franks in 378 and appointed as 
commander of household troops by Gratian, whom sent him with 
general Nannianus against Lentienses Alemanni (Ammianus 
Marcellinus, XXX, 3,7), defeating the Alemans near the Rhine and 


killing his brother Priarius (AM XXXI, 10,6). 


King Mellobaude of the Franks and Queen Ascyla van Gallic of 
Lombardy had four known children: King Himbald of the Franks; 
Chlogio I von Kéln 83 . Flavius Richomeres de Toxandrie, Saliens 
Chief of Lombardy; and an unknown daughter (b. Lombardia, Italy - d. 
Sachsen, Germany). 

6. 
Toxandre of the Menappes (de Menapie) is listed in different 
sources as both sister of NN de Hesbaye wife of Priaros and father of 
Ansygius of the Menappes (d. 378). More-so, he is noted to have married 
Ansygius of the Menappes (des Ménappes) (360 - 410) (50), whom is so 
differently listed as being both husband and father of Toxandre of the 
Menappes (de Menapie) (u.s.)... and as brother of Charles III “le Bel” de 
Menapie and half-brother of Carolus des Ménappes (viz., brother of his 
son (v.i.)). They had two known sons: Charles III “le Bel” de Menapie 
and Carolus des Ménappes. 

Carolus ou Charles IV Nason de Hesbaye, de Haspengau (c. 480 - 
516) was the son of Florentina and Austrapius de Menapie, de Hesbaye 
(440 - 508) (68) the son of Landro de Menapie (420 - 504) son of Charles 
III “le Bel” de Menapie (390 - 450) (60) (w.s.). Waltrade ou Waldrade de 
Aquitaine (485 - 515) (30) was daughter of Scaramond d’Aquitaine (460 - 
518) (58) the son of Kimon of Aquitaine son of Waltheri de Gascogne 
son of Alpharos de Vasconie (370 - 403( (33) and ? de Lithuanie, de 
Lithuen, both of unknown origins. 


Te 

King Priaros of the Riparian Franks at Toxandria (c. 324 - 396) 
married the daughter of Roi des Ménappes de Toxandrie (b. 308) (v.s.)— 
and they be the parents of Sunno (Huano Hunno) of the Sicambrian 
Franks whom “ravaged Gaul” in 211 (u.s.): | Note: Parentage and dates 
v ary depending upon the source: b. c. 137, c. 165, or 358, Austrasia, France 
-d. 213 or 401 (u.s.)]. His mother is unknown but his father is King 
Farabert of the Franks (c. 145 - c. 186) son of Princess Hafilda of the 
Rugji (d. c. 179) and King Clodomir IV of the Franks son of Athildis of 
Britain (daughter of Coel I and granddaughter Meric—a 40th 
generation descendant of Zerah son of Judah the Patriarch and Tamar 
the Sacred Prostitute) and King Marcomir IV of the Franks—eighth 
generation descendant of Francus I of the West Franks (u.s.). 


Sunno was a leader (dux) of the Franks in the late-4" century that 
invaded the Roman Empire in the year 388 when the usurper and leader 
of the whole of Roman Gaul, Magnus Maximus was surrounded in 
Aquileia by Theodosius I. 

The invasion is documented by Gregory of Tours who cited the 
now-lost work of Sulpicius Alexander. According to this account 
Marcomer, Sunno and Genobaud invaded the Roman provinces 
Germania and Belgia. They broke through the lines killed many people, 
destroyed the most fruitful lands and made the city Koln panic. After 
this raid the main body of the Franks moved back over the river Rhine 
with their booty. Some of the Franks remained in the Belgian woods. 
When the Roman generals of Magnus Maximus, Nanninus and 
Quintinus heard the news in Triér, they attacked those remaining 
Frankish forces and killed many of them. After this engagement 
Quintinus crossed the Rhine to punish the Franks in their own country, 
however his army was surrounded and beaten. Some Roman soldiers 
drowned in the marshes, others were killed by Franks, few made it back 
to their Empire. 

Nanninus and Quintinus were replaced by Charietto and Syrus, who 
were again confronted by an attack of unidentified Franks. 

Later after the fall of Magnus Maximus, Marcomer and Sunno held a 
short meeting about the recent attacks with the Frank Arbogastes, who 
was a general (magister militum) in the Roman army. The Franks 
delivered hostages as usual and Arbogastes returned to his winter 
quarters in Triér. 

A couple of years later when Arbogastes had seized power and the 
West Roman army was nearly completely in the hands of Frankish 
mercenaries he crossed the Rhine with a Roman army into Germania, 


*° Chlogio | von Kéln was b. c. 350 at Cologne, Koln, Nordrhein-Westfalen, 
Germany - and he died in 398. 
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because he hated his own kin. Marcomer was seen with Chatti and 

Ampsivarii but the two did not engage. 

Later we hear from the poet Claudian that Marcomer was arrested 
by Romans and banned to a villa in Tuscany. His brother Sunno crossed 
the Rhine and tried to settle himself as leader of the band of Marcomer, 
however he was killed by his own people. 

According to the later Liber Historiae Francorum Marcomer tried to 
unite the Franks after the death of Sunno. He proposed that the Franks 
should live under one king and candidated his own son Pharamond for 
the kingship. This source does not tell if Marcomer succeeded but from 
other sources it may seem that Pharamond was regarded as the first king 
of the Francs. However by modern scholars, like Edward James 
this account of the Liber Historiae Francorum is not accepted as 
historical because Marcomer is called the son of the Trojan king 
Priam, and Sunno was called the son of Antenor which is obviously 
impossible because Priam and Antenor lived hundreds of years earlier. 

In any event, whether his father is Farabert or Priaros, it is generally 
accepted that Sunno reigned 28 years as king of the Sicambrian 
Franks. And, in 211, on the death of Emperor Septimius Severus (193 - 
211), he entered Gaul and laid the region to waste with fire and sword. 
His son was King Childéric of the Franks aka Hilderic des Francs 
Saliens (c. 185 - 253)—and his son had two wives: Queen Hastilia of the 
Salien Franks... and Queen Ratmerios of the Franks (200 - 285), who 
was mother of his three sons: King Clodius I of the West Franks (b. c. 
180) father of King Clodius II of the West Franks (6 Bc - 20 AD), King 
Bartherus of the Franks (d. 272), and Dagobert. 


8. 
King Clodius Il of the East Franks, King of the Sicambrian Franks 
(c. 200 - c. 289 or 298, died in battle) son of Bartherus was father of King 
Gauthier (Walter) De Cologne of the East Franks, King of the 
Sicambrian Franks (c. 245 - c. 306), husband of Eurgen verch Liieffer 
aka Eurgan verch Lleuver Mawr daughter of King Lleuver Mawr of 
the Silures—she was also married to Grail King Amminadab and by 
him she was mother of Grail King Catheloys. Walter De Cologne and 
Eurgen had two children: Dux Dagobert I the Great De Cologne of 
the Salien Franks (246 - 317) (71) and Athildis of the East Franks. 


King Marcomir de Toxandrie of the Franks (c. 220 - c. 281) is said 
to be a son—and methinks maybe a foster-son (i.e., “a hostage”)—of 
Hilderic des Francs Saliens. His wife was Fausta,* a Roman woman...: 
[Note: Some sources show her pedigree as that of Marcomir.] 

Génébaud I de Toxandrie des Francs Ripuaires, King of the 
Franks (c. 220 - c. 281 orc. 245 - c. 289), son of Marcomir de Toxandrie and 
Fausta, and Dagobert I the Great (d. c. 317) are both said to be father of 
Dux Dagobert II av Ostfrankerna (East Franks) de Cologne (c. 302 
- c. 379), father of Dux Clodius I of Nordrheim-Westfalen aka King 
Chlodio IV (Chlogio, Clodgar, Clodoweg) of the East Franks at 
Cologne aka Clodius Franki. 

Clodius I married Princess Blesinde of the Suevi of Olde Sachsen, 
Germany—and their daughter 


Duchess Blesindela of The East Franks was born in 356 in 
Westphalia, Prussia, Germany. She married Lord Genebald II av 
Ostfrankerna of the Salic Franks, duc des Francs orientale, Duke 
of The East Franks, in 372 in Westphalia, Prussia, Germany . 
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Frankish warrior clothing in the 5" century. Costume d’un 
guerrier franc du Seme siécle. The Merovingian were the oldest 
royal family of the Franks. 


8. Pépin I le Grand de Hainaut ™ was father of Ithe/Itha de Hainaut 
(b. 520)—and she was the wife of Count Charles (Carloman) de 
Hesbaye of Brabant (c. 510, France - 558) son of Carolus ou Charles 
IV Nason de Hesbaye, de Haspengau and Waltrade ou Waldrade de 
Aquitaine 


#. 

King Chlodomir IV of the Franks reigned 17 years—from 149 - 166. 

King Farabert of the Franks reigned 20 years, renewing the ancient 
league with the Germans. 


54 Pépin I le Grand de Hainaut was active at the end of the 5" century 
and beginning of the 6" cent. 
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King of the Cimmerians 


AntenorIV/II 


King of the Cimmerians 
b. c. 512 BC - d. c. 442 BC 


Marcormir I/II 


King of the Cimmerians Cambra van Friesland 
b. c. 495 BC - d. c. 412 BC 
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In these ancient times, the many barbarian tribes, given the broad label as 
Germanic tribes (Latin Germanicus) by the Romans, originated from 
Scandinavia and had by the 1st century BC spread through vast areas of 
today's central and western Europe. 

Because of their continuous raids, these tribes subdivided into separate 
clans and moved on to other areas. In the middle of the 3rd century, two 
members of the tribal confederacy known as the Franks, the Salians and 
the Ripuarians, began penetrating the Roman frontier around Mainz but 
were soon driven back by Emperor Probus. Despite the temporary 
setback, the moves against the ever-weakening Roman masters resulted 
in Emperor Julian buying peace in 358 by handing over Toxandria to the 
Salians who then became Roman allies and provided troops for the 
imperial army. This entente would shape both the Salian language and 
law, resulting in the 6th century Salic law written in Latin. The 
Ripuarians took up residence in a strip of territory between the Rhine 
River and the Meuse and, like all the wandering tribes, never formed any 
permanent alliances with the Salians in Toxandria. 

In the ensuing years, the Toxandrians did not continue to collectively 
wander from one place to another as other Germanic tribes, but instead 
began to expand their territory outwards. The Romans were soon again 
under attack with the emergence of the first strong leader Meroveus, after 
whom the Merovingian dynasty would be named. Notably, his son, 
Childeric I made further agreements that expanded their territory while 
aiding the Romans in driving out several invaders from around Orléans 
and Angers. In the ensuing years, Childeric’s son Clovis I emerged as the 
dominant force who would, through his military might, add parts of 
present day Germany to his kingdom and shape what was to become 
modern day France. 


The Ancient Menapii Tribe of Scotland: 


The Menapii were a Belgic tribe of northern Gaul in pre-Roman and 
Roman times. According to descriptions in such authors as Strabo, 


Caesar, Pliny the Elder and Ptolemy their territory had stretched 
northwards to the mouth of the Rhine in the north, but more lastingly it 
stretched along the west of the Schelte. In later geographical terms this 
territory corresponds roughly to the modern coast of Flanders, the 
Belgian provinces of Oost and West Vlaanderen. It also extended into 
neighbouring France and the river deltas of the southern Netherlands. 


Location[edit] 


Their civitas or administrative capital under the Roman empire was 
Cassel (northern France), and later this was moved nearer toa river, in 
Tournai. both of these are near Thérouanne, which was the civitas of the 
neighbouring Morinie. This was then in the southern extreme of the 
Menapii lands, which is a similar pattern found in the neighbouring 
Belgian tribal states, of the Nervi and Tengri. The positions of such 
Roman tribal capitals frequently didn't correspond to the centre of a 
tribe's territory in pre-Roman political geography .[1] 


To the north and east of the Menapiilay the Rhine—M euse-Scheldt delta. 
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In the time of Caesar, the Menapiihad settlements throughout this region 
and over the Rhine into Germany. During Roman times these islands 
were under the frontier province of Germania Inferior, and inhabited 
partly by various groups of people who had moved there under Roman 
tule. Pliny the elder lists the people in these "Gallic Islands" as Batavi 
and Canninefates on the largest island, Frisii and the Chauci whose main 
lands were to the north of the deltas, and the Frisiavones, Sturii, and 
Marsacii. Of these last three, the Marsacii appear to be mentioned in 
another place by Pliny as having a presence on the coast south of the 
delta, neighbouring the Menapii, within Gaul itself. The Frisiavones are 
also mentioned within the listing for Belgian Gaul, but probably therefore 
lived in the part of thedelta south of the Batavi, northeast of the Menapii. 
Edith Wightman mentions that in one inscription, from Bulla Regia, the 
Tengri, Batavians and Frisiavones are grouped together. She suggests that 
the Marsacii and the Sturii could be "pagi" belonging to the civitas of 
either the Frisiavones or the Menapii. South of the delta, east of the river 
Scheldt from the Menapii, and therefore apparently south of the 
Frisiavones, Pliny mentions the Toxandrie, in a position apparently on 
the northern edge of Gaul. 


While in Pliny the M enapii do not stretch beyond the Scheldt, in Strabo's 
1st-century Geographica, they are situated north of the Nervi and still 
near the mouth of the Rhine. They are also referred toin Ptolemy's 2nd 
century Geographia, situated "above" the Nervi, and near the Meuse 
river. 


While these authors make it clear that the Menapiistill lay north of the 
Nervi in Roman times, it is not clear if they still bordered directly upon 
the former territory of the Eburones, as they had been in Caesar's time, 
and which in imperial times was within the Civitas Tungrorum, or 
civitas of the Tengri. In any case as mentioned above they bordered in 
Roman times upon the Toxandrians, who apparently lived in the north of 
the lands of the Nervi and Tengri. 


South of the Menapii were the Atrebates in Artois, and south-west along 
the coast were the M orinie. The boundary with the Morinie in classical 
times appears to have been the River Aa. 


In the later Roman empire, The Princeton Encyclopedia of Classical Sites 
reports that "Cassel was superseded as capital of the Menapii by Tournai 
after Gaul was reorganized under Diocletian and Constantine. The civitas 
Menapiorum became the civitas Turnencensium." By medieval times, 
when these Roman districts evolved into medieval Roman Catholic 
dioceses, Cassel had in fact become part of the diocese of Thérouanne, 
which had been the civitas of the Morinie. 


History 


The Menapii were persistent opponents of Julius Caesar's conquest of 
Gaul, resisting until 54 BC. They were part of the Belgic confederacy 
defeated by Caesar in 57 BC, contributing 9,000 men. The following year 
they sided with the Veneti against Caesar. Caesar was again victorious, 
but the M enapii and the M orini refused to make peace and continued to 
fight against him. They withdrew into the forests and swamps and 
conducted a hit-and-run campaign. Caesar responded by cutting down the 
forests, seizing their cattle and burning their settlements, but this was 
interrupted by heavy rain and the onset of winter, and the M enapii and 
Morini withdrew further into the forests. In 55 BC the Menapii tried to 
resist a Germanic incursion across the Rhine, but were defeated. Later 
that year, while Caesar made his first expedition to Britain, he sent two of 
his legates and the majority of his army to the territories of the M enapii 
and Morini to keep them under control. Once again, they retired to the 
woods, and the Romans burned their crops and settlements. The M enapii 
joined the revolt led by Ambiorix in 54 BC. Caesar says that they, alone 
of all the tribes of Gaul, had never sent ambassadors to him to discuss 
terms of peace, and had ties of hospitality with Ambiorix. For that reason 
he decided to lead five legions against them. A renewed campaign of 
devastation finally forced them to submit, and Caesar placed his ally 
Commius of the Atrebates in control of them. 


A cohort of Menapian auxiliaries is attested by inscriptions dating to the 
2nd century in Britain. Carausius, the 3rd century commander of the 


Roman fleet who declared himself emperor of Britain and northern Gaul, 
was a Menapian, born in Batavia. A legion called the MenapiiSeniores is 
mentioned in the Notitia Dignitatum, a 5th-century register of Roman 
government positions and military commands. 


Ety mology 


It is commonly suggested that the M enapii share the same name as (and 
may indeed be related to) the ancient Irish tribe M anapi (for whom 
County Fermanagh is named), first mentioned by Ptolemy. Both names 
are considered P-Celtic and may be derived from a Proto-Celtic root 
*mano- (alternately *meno- or *mono-) meaning either "thought" or 
"treading" (another possibility being a derivative of another root *mono-, 
from Proto-Indo-European *men- meaning "to tower", which gives us the 
Brythonic words for "mountain"). 

(credit Wikipedia) 
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to describe the Celtic tribes of what is now central, northern and eastern 
France. The Gauls were divided from the Belgae to the north by the 
Marne and the Seine rivers, and from the Aquitani to the south by the 
River Garonne—teported by Caesar as the original cultural boundary 
between the Belgae and the Celtic Gauls, whom he distinguished from 
one another.®° 
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Gallia Belgica (“Belgic Gaul”) was a province of the Roman empire 
located in the north-eastern part of Roman Gaul, in what is today 
primarily France, Belgium, and Luxembourg, along with parts of the 
Netherlands and Germany. In 50 BC after the conquest by Julius 
Caesar during his Gallic Wars, it became one of the three newly 
conquered provinces of Gaul known as the Trés Galliae (the 3 Gauls), 
the other two being Gallia Aquitania and Gallia Lugdunensis. 


*° The province was re-organized several times, first increased and later decreased 
in size. Diocletian brought the northeastern Civitas Tungrorum_ into 
Germania Inferior, joining the Rhineland colonies, and the remaining part of 
Gallia Belgica was divided into Belgica Prima in the eastern area of the 
Treveri, Mediomatrici and Leuci, around Luxembourg and the Ardennes, and 
Belgica Secunda between the English channel and the upper River Meuse. 


This is a map shows the old Catholic Diocese of Liége (in yellow) showing 
how large the diocese once was, and comparing it to modern boundaries: (Many 
early medieval dioceses were based upon older Roman provinces). It was larger 
than the princely territory of the medieval prince bishops. Also, this map can be 
used as an indicator of the possible size and shape of the civitas tungrorem, 
and probable boundaries which it evolved from. The modern Belgian provinces of 
Liége and Limburg are also shown. The red boundary which separates them is 
the modern language frontier between Dutch and French. The orange lines are 
modern national frontiers. 


An official Roman province was later created by emperor Augustus 
in 22 BC. The province was named for the Belgae, as the largest tribal 
confederation in the area, but also included the territories of the Treveri, 
Mediomatrici, Leuci, Sequani, Helvetii and others. 


Netherlands 


Germany 


Rotterdam 
Haringvlie 


Surface water system of the Netherlands (in blue lines), with some 
specific locations mentioned. 

The Treveri or Treviri were a Belgic tribe who inhabited the lower 
valley of the Moselle from around 150 BC, if not earlier—until their 
displacement by the Franks. Their domain lay within the southern 
fringes of the Silva Arduenna (Ardennes Forest) (“charcoal forest’), 
in what are now Luxembourg, southeastern Belgium and western 
Germany; its centre was the city of Triér (Augusta Treverorum), to 
which the Treveri give their name. The dense old-growth forest of beech 
and oak formed a natural boundary during the Late Iron Age through 
Roman times into the Early Middle Ages. 
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Organization of the Treveran territory 
based on the application of the Thiessen polygons method (after Fernandez-Gétz 2014) 
It is clear that the Belgic tribes of Gaul were culturally influenced by 
both Gaulish and Germanic neighbours, but the details, for example, 
which languages they spoke, remains uncertain. Celtic in language, 
according to Tacitus they claimed Germanic descent. 
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Modern historians consider the Treveri to have been a mixed Gallic- 
Germanic tribe. \t is probable that the Eburones’ language contained 
both Gallic and Germanic elements. Despite being regarded as Belgae, a 
type of Gaul, Caesar states in his Commentary that the Condrusi, 
Eburones, Caeraesi, Paemani (or Caemani), and Segni were called by 
the collective name of Germani and had settled there some generations 
ago having come from the other side of the Rhine. 

The term Germani for these tribes requires explanation in order to avoid 
confusion: Caesar also referred to other tribes living over the east of the 
Rhine as Germani, and he called that region Germania, considering it 
their homeland. He may have been the first to extend the term in this 
way, So he 
distinguished the Germani in the Belgic area as “Germani cisrhenani,” 
and treated the other “Germani” as the ones living in their real homeland, 
which some Roman geographers came to refer to as Magna Germania. 


which has now influenced many modern languages. 


ceterum Germaniae vocabulum recens et nuper additum, quoniamqui 
primi Rhenum transgressi Gallos expulerint ac nunc Tungri, tunc 
Germani vocati sint: ita nationis nomen, nongentis, evaluisse 
paulatim, ut omnes primum a victore obmetum, mox et a Se ipsis 
invento nomine Germani vocarentur 

The name Germany, on the other hand, they say, is modern and newly 
introduced, from the fact that the tribes which first crossed the Rhine and 
drove out the Gauls, and are now called Tungrians, were then called 
Germans [Germani]. Thus what was the name of a tribe, and not of a race, 
gradually prevailed, until all called themselves by this self-invented name of 
Germans, which the conquerors had first employed to inspire terror. 

Tacitus, Germania, II 2. 

This is often interpreted as implying that the “Tungri”—a name later 
used to refer to all the tribes of this area—which were descendants of 
several tribes including the ones Caesar said were called “Germani” 
collectively. Concerning the Tungri, the name appears for the first time 
only when this area is part of the Roman empire. The name may even be 
an artificial name meaning “the sworn ones” or confederates. There is 
still discussion about the possibility of these Germani not being 
“German” in terms of language and ancestry. A number of arguments 
have been proposed in favour of them having spoken a Celtic language. *° 


*° The Celtic languages are a group of related languages descended from Proto- 
Celtic. They form a branch of the Indo-European language family. The term 
“Celtic” was first used to describe this language group by Edward Lhuyd in 
1707, following Paul-Yves Pezron, who made the explicit link between the Celts 
described by classical writers and the Welsh and Breton languages. 


bons 


f 


This map (above) shows Celtic expansion in Europe; the core 
(y ellow center) (6" century sc) and the Celtic expansion 
ight green) (c. 275 Bc). The dark-green areas are places yet Celtic- 
speaking today—and the uncertain pale green area represents the 
Lusitanian, Autrigones, Varduli and Caristi areas of Iberia. 

During the 1° millennium BC, Celtic languages were spoken across much of 
Europe and in Asia Minor. Today, they are restricted to the northwestern fringe 
of Europe and a few diaspora communities. There are four living 
languages: Welsh, Breton, Irish and Scottish Gaelic. All are minority 
languages in their respective countries, though there are continuing efforts at 
revitalization. Welsh is an official language in Wales and Irish is an official 
language of Ireland and of the European Union. Welsh is the only Celtic 
language not classified as endangered by UNESCO. The Cornish and Manx 
languages went extinct in modern times. They have been the object of revivals 
and now each has several hundred second-language speakers. 

Irish and Scottish form the Goidelic languages, while Welsh and Breton 
are Brittonic. Beyond that there is no agreement on the subdivisions of the 
Celtic language family They may be divided into a Continental group and an 
Insular group, or else into P-Celtic and Q-Celtic. All the living languages are 


Whether or not any of the Belgian Germani spoke a Germanic 
language is uncertain. The names of their leaders 
and their tribes for the most part appear to have Celtic origins, which is 
in fact also true of the neighbouring tribes across the Rhine in 
“Germania” at that time, such as the Tencteri and Usipetes. On the other 
hand, place-name analysis seems to show that a Germanic language was 
being spoken in this region by the 2™ century BC, and there are also signs 
of an older substrate language in the Belgic region. (See 
Nordwestblock.) So Celtic, while influential culturally, may never have 
been the main language of the area. 


The expansion ofthe Germanic tribes 750 BC— AD 1 (after the Penguin Atlas of World 

History 1988): 

Settlements before 750 BC New settlements by 500 BC 

New settlements by 250 BC } New settlements by AD 1 

Note that this map assumes that the Nordwestblock was Germanizd 
before 500 BC. This is uncertain; alternative proposals hold that the area 
near the mouths of the Rhine came under a Germanic superstate only in the 
1* century BC. 

The biggest and most important tribe were the Eburones, and it is they 
who appear to have dominated all or most of modern-day Belgian and 
Dutch Limburg, with a territory probably covering all or most of the flat 
Campine (Dutch: Kempen) northern part of this region, and stretching 
into neighbouring regions of the Netherlands, Wallonia and Germany. 
The other tribes are thought to have lived further south, in what is today 
Wallonia, or else just over the border in Germany—the Condrusi in the 
modern Condroz, near the Segni, and the Caeroesi in the Eifel forest 
region of Germany. 

Rome needed land communications with its Iberian provinces and 
fought a major battle with the Saluvii at Entremont in 124-123 BC. 
Gradually Roman control extended, and the Roman Province of Gallia 
Transalpina was formed along the Mediterranean coast. The remainder 
was known as Gallia Comata (“Hairy Gaul’). 

In the time of the conquest of Gaul by Julius Caesar, during the 1“ 
century BC, *” the Romans repeatedly came in touch with the Germanic 
tribes. These attacked time-after-time killing more than a million people 
and enslaving as many or more of these fierce blue-painted barbarian 
head-hunters. Towards the south, they proved themselves to be serious 
opponents. Notwithstanding, Caesar was able to repeatedly force them to 
retreat. Hereby the river Rhine turned out to be not only a geographical 
border, but also an increasingly important political one. 


Insular, since Breton, the only Celtic language spoken in Continental Europe— 
descended from the language of settlers from Britain. And, of the Continental 
Celtic languages, such as Celtiberian, Galatian and Gaulish—which are all 
extinct. 

The Celtic languages have a rich literary tradition. The earliest specimens of 
written Celtic are Lepontic inscriptions from the 6" century BC in the Alps. 
Early Continental inscriptions used Italic and Paleohispanic scripts. 
Between the 4"" and 8" centuries, Irish and Pictish were occasionally written in 
an original script, , but the Latin alphabet came to be used for all Celtic 
languages. Welsh has had a continuous literary tradition from the AD 6" century. 

*’ The Gallic Wars were a series of military campaigns waged by the Roman 
proconsul Julius Caesar against several Gallic tribes. Rome’s war against the 
Gallic tribes lasted from 58-to-50 BC and culminated in the decisive Battle of 
Alesia in 52 BC, in which a complete Roman victory resulted in the expansion of 
the Roman Republic over the whole of Gaul (mainly present-day France and 
Belgiur). 
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Caesar took the course of the Rhine to be the boundary Baiweai Gauls 
and Germans (Germanic people) but also mentioned that a large part of 
the Belgae had ancestry from east of the Rhine and that one part were 
even known collectively as “Germani.” Smaller Germanic groups existed 
in the area west of the river Rhine. To distinguish them from Germani 
living on the east of the Rhine, outside of the Gaulish and Roman area, 
they were called the “germani cisrhenani” (Latin: cis-rhenanus; 
“Germans on the hither side of the Rhine”; i.e., Germanic peoples who 
lived south and west of the Lower Rhine which may have been distinct 
from the Belgae). The name is first mentioned by Caesar, who was 
writing specifically about tribes near the Meuse river, who had settled 
among the Belgae before Roman intrusion into the area. Tribes located in 
the area include the Batavians, Belgae, Chatti, Hermunduri, 
Cheruscii, Salii, Sicambri, Tencteri and Usipetes or Usipii. Tribes 
who were certainly considered to be among the original Germani 
cisrhenani include the Eburones, the Condrusi, the Caeraesi, the Segni 
and the Paemani, who collectively form a group which Jater came to be 
referred to as Tungri 
Eburones (Greek: "EBotpavec), a Gallic-Germanic peoples who lived in 
the northeast of Gaul, 88 in what is now the southern Netherlands, eastern 
Belgium, and the German Rhineland, in the period immediately before 
this region was conquered by Rome. Though living in Gaul, they were 
also described by the common names of both Belgae and Germani, and 
had settled in Gaul before the Cimbric wars, having come from Germany 
east of the Rhine. The Belgae were therefore considered Gaulish (the 
Usipetes Germanic etc.) because of their position with respect to the 
Rhine, and not in the modern linguistic sense of the terms. Some of those 
tribes would later join the Frankish confederation (q.v.). 

The Romans identified them as having contributed one collective 
contribution of men to the Belgic revolt against him, within which the 
Eburones were the most important. The Eburones, who lived as far east 
as Cologne, were led by Ambiorix and Cativolcus. Also, neighbouring 
these tribes where the Aduatuci, whose origin Caesar describes more 
specifically as having descended from the Cimbri and Teutones, against 
whom the Germani had been the only Gaulish tribe to successfully 
defend themselves. Their descendants, if there were any, presumably 
lived amongst the Tungri. 

The Eburones were a very small tribe. Caesar mentions them as only 
being able to raise 40,000 soldiers—this being together with three other 
tribes. Even if we assume that the Eburones were the largest of these 
four, it is impossible that they could raise sufficient warriors to annihilate 
a well-trained, heavily-armed legion. 

Caesar explained that the heartland of the Eburones was between the 
Meuse and Rhine rivers, which is probably more-or-less identical to the 
Belgian and Dutch provinces called Limburg, and the western part of 
Nordrhein-Westphalen (q.v.). In any case, it was north of the Ardennes. 
South of these old mountains lived the Treverans, of whom the 
Eburones were a client-tribe, which was protected by the mightier tribe. 


Caesar is not explicit in De Bello Gallico about whether the Treveri 
are to be considered to belong to Gallia Celtica or Gallia Belgica, 
although the former hypothesis enjoys some favour. Writing about a 
century after Caesar, Pomponius Mela identifies the Treveri as the 
“most renowned” of the Belgae (nor to be confounded with the modern- 
day Belgians). According to the Roman consul Aulus Hirtius in the 1“ 
century BC, the Treveri differed little from Germanic peoples in their 
manner of life and “savage” behaviour. 

The Treveri boasted of their Germanic origin, according to Tacitus, in 
order to distance themselves from “Gallic laziness” (inertia Gallorum). 
But Tacitus does not include them with the Vangiones, Triboci or 


88 The exact borders are difficult to be certain about, but the region that 
the Eburones and their fellow Germani inhabited corresponds to some 
extent with the later Roman district of Germania Inferior, enclosed by 
the northern bend of the river Rhine, and including a stretch of the 
Meuse river (Dutch: Maas) stretching from the Ardennes until the river 
deltas of the Rhine and Meuse. In the early medieval church this 
evolved into the original church province of Cologne (later stretching 
beyond the Rhine), which included the Diocese of Liége that had 


evolved from the Civstas Tungrorum. This large area included large 
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Nemetes as “tribes ungucenitnadly German.” The presence of hall 
villas of the same type as found in indisputably Germanic territory in 
northern Germany, alongside Celtic types of villas, corroborates the idea 
that they had both Celtic and Germanic affinities. The Germanic element 
among the Treveri probably arrived there in the 3! or 2™ century BC. 


Divico * was a Celtic king and the leader of the Helvetian tribe of the 
Tigurini. During the Cimbrian War, in which the Cimbri and 
Teutons invaded the Roman Republic, he led the Tigurini across the 
Rhine to invade Gaul in 109 BC. He defeated a Roman army near 
present-day Agen on the Garonne river and killed its leaders Lucius 
Cassius Longinus (consul 107 BC) and Lucius Calpurnius Piso 
Caesoninus during the Battle of Burdigala in 107 BC. 

Eventually, he led his people back to the tribes of the Helvetii, near 
present-day Switzerland where they settled in the Jura Mountains near 
Lac Leman. 49 years later, before the Battle of Bibracte, he led a 
delegation back to Gaul to negotiate for a safe passage for his tribe 
through the Roman region of Provence. The request was denied by 
Caesar who wanted revenge for a relative who had been killed in the 
battle near Agen in 107 BC. 

By the middle of the 1“ century BC, the Arverni were located in 
southern-central Gaul, in the area around the modern Auvergne. They 
were neighboured to thenorth by the Bituriges Cubi, to the north-east by 
the Aeduii, to the east by the Segusiavi, to the south by the Vellavi and 
Gabali, and to the west by the Cadurci and Lemovices, and perhaps also 
by the powerful Pictones. 

In 58 BC, the Helvetii planned to migrate westward but were forced 
back i Cae He then bea involved in fights the various tribes 
in Gaul... and, by 55 BC, most of Gaul had been overrun. 


Map showing the Meuse or Maas (dark green) between the Scheldt (light 
blue) and the Rhine (cyan) with Tongeren and other cities on the Maas. 


Caesar reported that the greatest part of the Eburones settled between 
the Mosa (Maas or Meuse) and the Rhine. “On this basis, German 
scholars place them in the northern Eifel.” On the other hand, Caesar 
placed Atuatuca (q.v.), the fort of the Eburones, about the middle of the 
territory of the Eburones; and it is possible this was Tongeren, which 


had the ancient name of Aduatuca seus This identificatior 


8° He is not to be confused with the military and religious leader of 
another Helvetian tribe, Diviciacus (Divitiacus) of the Aedui—the 
only druid from antiquity whose existence is attested by name. 
He, too, should not be confused with his namesake King Diviciacus of 
the Suessiones—the most powerful king in Gaul, not only ruling a large 
portion not only of Gallia Belgica, but also of Britain (and may be 
considered the earliest inhabitant of the British Isles whose name has 
come down from antiquity). 
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On the Kings of the Franks and of the Kings of the Cimmerians and of the Kings of the Sicambrii and the later Kings of Troy (Ilium) 


landscape less common as one goes north in this region, towards the low- 
lying Campine. 

During the winter of 58-57 BC rumours came to Caesar’s ears that the 
Belgic tribes were forming a union because they feared possible Roman 
interference in their affairs. The union included the Bellovaci, 
Suessiones, Nervii, Atrebates, Ambiani, Morini, Menapii, Caleti, 
Veliocasses, Viromandui, Aduatuci, Condrusi, Eburones, Caeroesi, and 
Paemani tribes, and was under the leadership of Galba, a king of the 
Suessiones. 

In 57 BC Julius Caesar conquered parts of Gaul and also Belgica 
(Belgium, modern-day Northern France, Luxembourg, part of present- 


day Netherlands below the Rhine River; and the north-western portion of 


North Rhine-Westphalia, Germany). There were several tribes in the 
country who fought against each other frequently. The Eburones were 
ruled by Ambiorix and Catuvolcus. 


The Victory of Julius Caesar Over the Belgians 
Louis van Engelen 


Furthermore, in 57 BC, Caesar conquered the valley of the Upper- and 
Middle- Meuse, which, he said, was inhabited by Belgian tribes. Among 
the members of the Belgic confederation were the Eburones. In his 
campaign notes, the Roman general mentions them together with three 
other tribes, adding that they were called Germanic: (Caesar, Gallic War 
2.4.). This may indeed mean that they were of Germanic descent, but the 
four Eburonian names which we know are perfectly comprehensible in 
Celtic culture; for example, Eburones is related to the word for “yew” 
(“ioho”); °° Aduatuca means “place of the soothsayer,’ Ambiorix 
means “ruler-king” °' and Catuvolcus means “hero”).” 


°° Celtic myths are ripe with symbolism, holding deep meanings, teaching 
about living and loving and dying... and rebirth. In the Age of Legends 
there were beings of great power and might and unsurpassed beauty— 
which, from Age of Enlightenment, been diminished to the point of 
being no longer taken seriously. All that diminishes, dies! and will 
eventually return in one way or another (for life is cyclical and there is 
nothing new under the sun). 

In early times, the darkly glorious yew-tree—often associated with 
death, dying and the dead—was probably the only evergreen tree in 
Britain. Both Druids with their belief in reincarnation, and later 
Christians with their teaching of the resurrection, regarded it as a 
natural emblem of everlasting life. Its capacity for great age enriched 
its symbolic value. The early Irish regarded it as one of the most ancient 
beings on earth. In Irish mythology, the yew is one of the five sacred 
trees brought from the Otherworld at the division of the land into five 
parts. 

Known as the Tree of Ross, the “yew” is said to be the ‘offspring of 
the tree that is in Paradise’—and it brought lasting plenty to Ireland. 
In the Brehon Laws, the “yew” is named as one of the Seven Chieftain 
Trees, with heavy penalties for felling one. More-so, the “yew” is found 
in many myths involving tragic lovers such as Deidre and Naisi or 
Iseult and Tristan. In The Legend of the Wooing of Etain “yew” is 
directly connected to Ogham and to divination. A most common 
misconception is that the Norse world tree is an Ash but this was a 
translation error from the Eddas. Yggdrysil is described through 


When the Tencteri and Usipetes, who were Germanic tribes, crossed 
the Rhine together for a cattle raid on the territories the Menapii in 55 
BC... giving Caesar an excuse for new military intervention in the area. 
Caesar reported that “they first fell on the Menapii,” then crossed the 
Maas towards a tribe called the Ambivariti (otherwise unknown) and 
then advanced further into the territories of the Eburones and Condrusi, 
who were both “under the protection of” the Treveri to the south. 

Apart from being under the protection of the Treveri, the Eburones also 
had some sort of alliance, organized via their allies the Treveri, with the 
Germanic tribes over the Rhine, having close dealings with the Nervii, a 
large Belgic tribe to the west of them, who much later had their Roman 
provincial capital in Bavay (later moved to Cambrai). Neighbouring both 
the Nervii and the Eburones, possibly between them, were also the 
Aduatuci (or Atuatuci). Caesar reported that Ambiorix had been forced 
to pay tribute to them before the Romans came, and that his own son 
and nephew had been kept by them as hostages in slavery and chains. It 
was with these two tribes, that the Eburones could quickly form a 
military alliance against Caesar’s forces. The location of the Aduatuci is 
not clear, but their name appears to be related to the names of both the 
capital of the Eburones “Aduatuca” and the capital of the later Tungri 
“Aduatuca Tungrorum” (modern Tongeren) which may have been the 
same place. 


Thus, the Germanic tribe known as the Eburones which had originally 
inhabited this lowland, were wiped out in a war of reprisal carried out 
by Caesar. 


Caesar pursued them back over the Rhine—where they were helped by 
the Sicambri. Later, Caesar himself encouraged the Sicambri to cross the 
Rhine into the territory of the Eburones, seeking to plunder the lands of 
the people whose fortress he had just taken. These tribes who crossed the 
Rhine and became part of Roman Germania Inferior were themselves 
heavily influenced by Gaulish culture, some using Gaulish personal 
names or Gaulish tribal names. 


translation as either “winter green needle ash” (poetic) or “winter green 
needle sharp” (literal). 

The Yew is very toxic plant and fatal if ingested. The tree presents a 
fruit, however, which is non-toxic and nutritious, even having healing 
properties. And, within the core of that fruit is the seed of life—a toxic 
seed which, if allowed to pass through the body undigested, will sprout 
into another Yew tree renew the cycle of life-and-death. Note: The 
Aspen may be seen as the tree of death, in Ogham, but the Yew 
represents “rebirth,” not necessarily simply meaning “change” (as in 
the changing seasons). 

* “ruler-king” (c.f, Melchizadok, who was a priest-king; Sargon and 
Hammurabi, though, like Abimelech or Moses, were mere law-givers 
by comparison; for lack of a better description, Akhenaton and 
Nefertiti ‘"” were living gods, as were the Caesars—and to which the 
Habsburgs aspired). 

% ... which brings to mind the likes of Celts Cu’ Chulainn and Bran the 
Blessed; or gladiator Spartacus, a Thracian; or Alexander the Great... 
or later Roman Emperors Marcus Aurelius and Constantine I the 
Great; or the Goth Athanaric, the Visigoth Alaric I, the Franks Francus 
and Pharamond, Vercingetorix of the Gauls, King Vélsungr of the 
Huns, or Siegfried—a “dragon-slayer’ who appears in both German and 
Old Norse literature; Knights of the Round Table King Arthur and 
Lancelot, Grail Knights Galahad and Percival, HRE Charlemagne, 
paladin O’Rolando, crusaders Baldwin IV and Richard the Lion- 
hearted, Scottish martyr William Wallace, HRE Frederick I 
“Barbarossa,” Knight Templar Jacques de Molay and Godefroy de 
Bouillon, and Prince Tancred de Hautville of Galilee—“the mirror of 
knighthood,” John of Gaunt—a powerful and wealthy Plantagenet 
Prince, or Vlad Dracul the Impaler, who was Christian Europe's 
bulwark against being overrun by Muslims. 
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of the Gauls,” during the Gallic Wars. 

Strabo says that their Nervian and Tribocan neighbours were 
Germanic peoples who by that point had settled on the left bank of the 
Rhine, while the Treveri, a mixed Gallic-Germanic tribe, are implied to 
be Gaulish. Jerome states that as of the 4" century their language was 
similar to that of the Celts of Asia Minor (the Galatians). Jerome 
probably had first-hand knowledge of these Celtic languages, as he had 
visited both Augusta Treverorum * (“City of Augustus in the land of 
the Treveri’) and Galatia.‘ Very few personal names among the Treveri 


Caesar attacks the Belgae, the “Bravest 


° The first traces of human settlement in the area of the city show 
evidence of linear pottery settlements dating from the early 
Neolithic period. Since the last pre-Christian centuries, members of the 
Celtic tribe of the Treveri settled in the area of today’s Trier. In 58 to 50 
BC, Julius Caesar subdued the Treveri—a Belgic tribe who inhabited 
the lower valley of the Moselle from around 150 BCE, if not earlier, until 
their displacement by the Franks—and founded the city of Augusta 
Treverorum, which has a claim to being the oldest city in Germany. 
Following the reorganization of the Roman provinces in Germany in 16 
BC, Emperor Augustus decided that the city should become the capital 
of the province of Belgica. Traditionally it was known in English by its 
French name of Treves. 

°* The three ancient Gaulish tribes of Galatia in central Asia Minor, 
together with the Tolistobogii and Trocmii and the Tectosagii 
(Taker-Seekers), who came originally from the region around Tolosa in 
Gaul, where they had been part of the tribal confederation of the 
Volcae before the raid of combined Gauls that invaded Macedonia c. 
270 BC and fought the assembled Greeks at the Battle of 
Thermopylae in 279 BC. 

Tribes known by the name Volcae were found simultaneously in 
southern Gaul, Moravia, the Ebro valley of the Iberian Peninsula, 
and Galatia in Anatolia. The Volcae appear to have been part of the 
late La Téne material culture, and a Celtic identity has been 
attributed to the Volcae, based on mentions in Greek and Latin 
sources as well as onomastic evidence. Driven by highly mobile 
groups operating outside the tribal system and comprising diverse 
elements, the Volcae were one of the new ethnic entities formed during 
the Celtic military expansion at the beginning of the 3" century BC. 
Collecting in the famous excursion into the Balkans, ostensibly, from 
the Hellene point of view, to raid Delphi, a branch of the Volcae split 
from the main group on the way into the Balkans and joined two other 
tribes, the Tolistobogii and the Trocmi, to settle in central Anatolia 
and establish a new identity as the Galatians. The Tectosagii were a 
sept of the Volcae who moved through Macedonia into Anatolia c. 277 
BC. Strabo says the Tectosagii came originally from the region near 
modern Toulouse, in France. 


61 


are of Germanic origin; instead, they are generally Celtic or Latin. 
Certain distinctively Treveran names are apparently none of the three and 
may represent a pre-Celtic stratum, according to Wightman (she gives 
Ibliomarus, Cletussto and Argaippo as examples). After the Roman 
conquest, Latin was used extensively by the Treveri for public and 
official purposes. 


Caesar in Gaul 

Although early adopters of Roman material culture, the Treveri had 
a_ chequered relationship with Roman power. Their leader 
Indutiomarus led them in revolt against Julius Caesar during the 
Gallic Wars; much later, they played a key role in the Gaulish revolt 
during the Year of the Four Emperors. On the other hand, the Treveri 
supplied the Roman army with some of its most famous cavalry, and the 
city of Augusta Treverorum was home for a time to the family of 
Germanicus, including the future emperor Gaius (Caligula). During 
the Crisis of the Third Century, the territory of the Treveri was 
overrun by Germanic Alamanni and Franks and later formed part of 
the Gallic Empire. 


Strabo's supposed emigration of the Tectosages 


Julius Caesar was convinced that the Volcae had originally been 
settled east of the Rhine, for he mentioned the Volcae Tectosages as 
a Gaulish tribe which still remained in western Germany in his day 
(Gallic Wars 6.24). 

More-so, Caesar related a tradition associating the Celtic tribe of the 
Volcae to the vast Hercynian Forest, though they were more probably 
to be located in the eastern range of the Ceské Stiéedohoii; yet, Volcae 
of his time were settled in Moravia, east of the Boii. Their apparent 
movement may indicate that the Volcae were newcomers to the region. 
Caesar’s remark about the wealth of this region may have referred not 
only to agriculture but also to the mineral deposits there, while the 
renown attributed to the Volcae “in peace and in war” resulted from 
their metallurgical skills and the quality of their weapons. 


On the Kings of the Franks and of the Kings of the Cimmerians and of the Kings 


Gallic Empire 


The main Germanic settlements, however, were situated along the area 
east of the Rhine up to the North Sea, to Scandinavia, to the Baltic Sea 
and finally to Bohemia and Moravia. The tribes living here can be 
divided into larger cultural groups, based on their cultural heritage. These 
are, for example, the North-Sea-Germanic people, the Rhine-Weser- 
Germanic people or the Elbe-Germanic people. Within the Germanic 
tribes warlike conflicts often arose. There were no signs of collective, 
political cooperation or target-oriented approaches against non-Germanic 
people. However, they caused diffuse anxiety in the Roman Empire in 
the 1“ century BC and AD because attacks from the northern tribes had 
resulted in numerous defeats. 
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of the Sicambrii and the later Kings of Troy (Ilium) 


Continental Coast Germanic peoples, c. 150 AD. 
Map of the modern coastline of the Netherlands, Germany, and Denmark, 


showing the Germanic peoples that lived there c. 150 AD and shipbuilding 
techniques they used (clinker-built and carvel-built). 


Caesar tells his most important story about the Eburones in Gallic War 
5.24-37. Cativolcus or Catuvolcus (d. 53 BC) was king of half of the 
country of the Eburones, a people between the Meuse and Rhine rivers, 
united with Ambiorix, the other king, in the insurrection against the 
Romans in 54 BC. Caesar’s troops urgently needed more food, and so the 
local tribes were forced to give up part of their harvest, which had not 
been good that year. Understandably the starving Eburones were 
reluctant to do so and Caesar ordered that camps be built near the 
Eburones’ villages. Each centurion was ordered to make sure the food 
supplies were delivered to the Roman soldiers. This created resentment 
among the Eburones. 


Statue of Ambiorix at Tongeren, Belgium. 
Statue of Ambiorix in Tongeren (a fanciful interpretation, rather than an 
archaeological reconstruction, of his possible appearance) 


The Battle of the Sabis 
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Ambiorix joined Catuvolcus in the winter of 54 BC in an uprising 
against the Roman forces under Q. Titurius Sabinus and L. 
Aurunculeius Cotta; but when Caesar, in the next year, proceeded to 
devastate the territories of the Eburones, Cativolcus, who was advanced 
in age and unable to endure the labours of war and flight, poisoned 
himself, after imprecating curses upon Ambiorix. 

In the winter of 54/53 BC, the Fourteenth Legion had its winter 
quarters on a place called Aduatuca or Atuatuca. Discontent rose among 
the subjugated Gauls prompting a major uprising of the Belgae against 
Caesar in the winter of 54-53 BC, whence the Eburones of north-eastern 
Gaul rose in rebellion under their leader Ambiorix (Gaulish: “king in all 
directions”). 

Although Caesar had freed him from paying tribute to the Atuatuci °° 
—a Germanic tribe descended from the Cimbri and Teutones, who were 
tribes thought to have originated in the area of Denmark, the Atuatuci 
sent troops to assist their Belgic neighbours, especially the Nervii, in the 
Battle of the Sabis, but were too late. 

According to Caesar, Ambiorix and his tribesmen were equal in number 
of combatants to Sabinus’ and Cotta’s men. They attacked and killed 
several Roman soldiers who were foraging for wood in the nearby 
vicinity. The survivors fled back to their camp, followed by Ambiorix 
and his men. When the Romans counterattacked, Ambiorix set up a 
parley with the Romans in which he admitted his debt to Caesar who had 
taken his side in certain disputes with other Gallic tribes but said that, 
despite the limited strength of the Eburones, he was compelled to take 
action by pressure from the other tribes who were determined to win their 
freedom from the yoke of Rome. He claimed that a huge force of 
Germans, greatly angered by Caesar’s successes against them and his 
defeat of Ariovistus, were about to cross the Rhine and offered to give 
the Romans safe passage to the fort of either of two nearby legions to 
better resist this Gallo-German force. 

The Roman representatives, Quintus Junius and Gaius Arpineius, took 
the news back to the beleaguered fort. A council of war, attended by the 
leading officers and NCOs, was formed. During this council, two 
opposing opinions took form. Speaking first, Cotta argued that they 
should not move without an order from Caesar. He pointed out that 
experience had shown them that Germans could be resisted from behind 
their fortifications, that they had plenty of supplies, were within easy 
reach of assistance from nearby legions and that they should not take at 
face value neither the news nor the advice of an enemy. 

Denying that he was motivated by fear, Quintus Titurius Sabinus said 
that he believed that Caesar was on his way to Italy, that the Germans 
were about to add to the number of the besieging Eburones and that it 
seemed that they were about the face the combined wrath of grudge- 
ridden Germans and Gauls—for surely the militarily weak Eburones 
would not dare to face a Roman legion otherwise! Moreover, he said it 
would be better to make for a nearby legion and face the trouble with 
their comrades than to risk famine through a prolonged siege. The 
officers told their commanders that whichever view prevailed was not as 


° This story is problematic. In the first place, we do not know where it 
happened. It is tempting to identify the Atuatuca of the Eburones 
with the later Roman city with the same name, modern Tongeren. 
However, there are no Roman finds that confirm the presence of the 
legion: it seems that the Roman city of Atuatuca was built on virgin 
soil. The objection that "absence of evidence is no evidence of 
absence" does not apply, because Tongeren has been investigated on 
many places—notwithstanding, it must have been close to modern 
Tongeren, because the name was transferred from the camp of the 
Fourteenth to the later city. Two treasures from the mid-1" century, 
found at Heers (2000) and Maastricht-Amby (2008), also suggest 
military activity in the neighborhood. A possible location is Caestert, 
where a Late Iron Age-hillfort has been identified; its excavator, Heli 
Roosens, has mentioned mass cremations, but has never published them, 
and it is not known where he has found it. 

The second problem is that the Eburones were a very small tribe. 
Caesar mentions them as being able to raise 40,000 soldiers together 
with three other tribes. Even if we assume that the Eburones were the 
largest of these four, it is impossible that they could raise sufficient 
warriors to annihilate a well-trained, heavily-armed legion. 
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important as coming to a unanimous decision. Cotta was finally forced to 
give way and Sabinus prevailed. 


The Romans spent the night in disarray, putting together their 
belongings and preparing to march out of the fort once morning came. 
The enemy heard the hubbub in the Fort and prepared an ambush. When 
dawn broke, the Romans, in marching order (long columns of soldiers 
with each unit following the other), more heavily burdened than usual left 
the Fort. When the greater part of the column had entered a ravine, the 
Gauls assaulted them from either side and sought to harry the rearguard 
and prevent the vanguard from leaving the ravine. 
Caesar notes that 


. Cotta, by contrast, kept his 
cool and did his duty as a commander, in action his duty as a soldier. 
Due to , the commanders could not issue 
orders efficiently so they passed word along the line to the units to form 
into a square. The troops fought bravely though with fear and in clashes 
were successful. Thus, Ambiorix ordered his men to discharge their 
spears into the troops, to fall back if attacked by a group of Romans and 
chase back the Romans when they tried to fall into rank. During the 
engagement, Cotta was hit full in the face by a sling-shot. 

Then Sabinus sent word to Ambiorix to treat for surrender, a proposal 
which was acceded to. Cotta refused to come to terms and remained 
steadfast in his refusal to surrender, while Sabinus followed through with 
his plan to surrender. However, Ambiorix, after promising Sabinus his 
life and the safety of his troops , all the 
while slowly surrounding him and his men and slaughtering them. The 
Gauls then charged down en masse onto the waiting Romans where they 
killed Cotta, still fighting, and the great majority of the troops. The 
remainder fell back to the fort where, despairing of help, they killed each 
other. Only a few men slipped away to inform Titus Labienus of the 
disaster. Overall, one legion and 5 cohorts, around 7500 Romans, were 
killed in the battle. Gallic casualties are unknown. 

Fifteen Roman cohorts were wiped out at Atuatuca Tungrorum 
(modern Tongeren in Belgium) and a garrison commanded by Quintus 
Tullius Cicero narrowly survived after being relieved by Caesar in the 
nick of time. The rest of 53 BC was occupied with a punitive campaign 
against the Eburones and their allies, who were said to have been all but 
exterminated by the Romans. 
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Ambiorix attacking Roman soldiers, relief at the Li¢ge Provincial Palace. 


West facade of the provincial palace in Li¢ge, Belgium Here a sculpted 
relief of the wars of Ambiorix against the Romans. 


Its commanders, Sabinus and Cotta, trusted the Eburonian king 
Ambiorix, who appeared to be trustworthy, even when he could not 
control his men. However, when the legionaries left their camp and 
started to march in the direction indicated by the Eburonian leader, they 
were unexpectedly attacked. After returning to Atuatuca, the few 
surviving Roman soldiers committed suicide. 

But when Julius Caesar, in the next year, proceeded to devastate the 
territories of the Eburones, Cativolcus, who was advanced in age and 
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unable to endure the labours of war and flight, poisoned himself, after | to side with him—a Belgic people of north-eastern Gaul (Gallia Belgica) 


imprecating curses upon Ambiorix. 


After defeating Cotta and Sabinus, Ambiorix tried to raise a general 
revolt in Belgica. A Belgic attack on Quintus Tullius Cicero (younger 
brother of the orator Cicero), then stationed with a legion in the territory 
of the Nervii, led to a siege of the Roman camp during which Ambiorix 
unsuccessfully tried to repeat his earlier bluff. The attack ultimately 
failed due to the timely appearance of Caesar. 


These reports provided Caesar with a good pretext to raise two legions 
°° in Cisalpine Gaul (XIII and XIV). He also convinced the Remi tribe 


°° First off, there were no legions raised in the early empire. By the time 
Augustus emerged as sole ruler of Rome after the civil war in 31 BC, 
over 50 legions were in existence, which he brought back to 25, which 
made the loss of three whole legions in the Teutoburg forest (q.v.) a 
very significant loss— 12% of the legions was gone. never to be 
reconstituted, probably to save money. The upkeep of a legion is 
massive, so if you can make do with three less, you do that. The legions 
were not the entire army. of course, by that time there were already 
many auxiliary units, who far outnumbered the legions. Legions were 
the heavy infantry of the empire, somewhat comparable to special 
forces today. But I am going offona bit of a tangent here. 

Through the entire Republican era only Imperium-holding 
Magistrates of the Roman People were able to lawfully raise an army 
of citizens (i.e., a legion). Private individuals could also form fighting 
forces from their slaves, clients or hired gladiators. That was sort of 
borderline, but happened quite often in the civil-strife ridden decades of 
the late republic. But to raise a legion (or a serious auxiliary force from 
some client state or ally) one needed imperium. So either he had to be 
elected as consul or praetor, appointed dictator, given proconsular / 
propraetorian province after the magistral year, or conferred some 
special command by the vote of the People (like the maritime super- 
command Pompeius got against the pirates). 

There were some other restrictions, like one had to be of required age 
to be eligible to election, and after the proper election, one 
theoretically needed lex curiata de imperio (plural: leges curiatae). In 
the constitution of ancient Rome, the law confirming the rights of 
higher magistrates to hold power (i.e., “imperium”), too; but these could 
usually be bypassed by willpower and political support. Under normal 
circumstances and dutiful conduct even magistrates would only 
conscript legions after consulting the Senate and receiving the decree of 
the Fathers—that this was necessary for the public good. But proconsuls 
sent to remote and barbarian provinces could act more-or-less on their 
own discretion, even more so after they hadst seriously started to pursue 
ambitions of power. 

Under ancient custom and religious taboo only the consuls (and 
dictators in special case) possessed the full “ius auspicium” (viz., the 
power to consult the gods on questions of war); more-so, they were the 
only ones authorized to lead a whole army against the enemies of the 
Roman People. As Rome obtained overseas territories and organized 
provinces, need arose for authorized commanders at every frontier 
(while actual praetors and consuls had quite enough work in Italy). The 
exception became norm. By the time of Julius Caesar it was expected 
and almost self-evident that the major magistrates would each get one 
province to govern after their magisterial year was over. Often they drew 
lots to distribute the governorships, although smaller and non-frontier 
provinces like Sicily, would usually go to propraetors. On occasions the 
vote of the Senate had a say in the distribution, and the duration could 
vary: one year was normal but powerful and aggressive politicians could 
get five. So. in fact. promagistrates were never properly integrated into 
the roman constitution (of course. there was no such text, only customs 
and traditions inherited from the ancestors); some (like Machiavelli) say 
that this contributed greatly to the fall of the Republic. 

Caesar started with 4 legions in 59 BC, and 9 years later, in 51 BC, he 
has 12 legions. Some of those legions were given to him by the senate, 
but most of those were raised by Caesar himself: As a proconsul he had 
the right to call out local forces in ‘defence of the realm.’ At that time, 
legionaries had to be Italian citizens, and he was the proconsul of 
Cisalpina (Northern Italy). This made him one of the few proconsuls 
in the republic with access to reserves of citizens to raise legions from. 
During the civil war he just ignored the ‘only Italians’ rule and employed 
many non-Italians in his army. 

What usually happened was that several centuries with officers were 
taken from an existing legion, which formed the bases for the new 
legion. Both legions were then brought back up to strength with new 


which occupied the northern Champagne Plain, on the southern fringes 
of the Forest of Ardennes, between the rivers Mosa (Meuse) and 
Matrona (Marne), and along the river valleys of the Aisne and its 
tributaries the Aire and the Vesle. The Remi were known to be a rather 
overweight tribe because of their vast supply of food available on the 
Champagne Plain, Infact, bing obese was an honor in the Remi tribe 

Their capital was at Durocortum (Reims, France) the second largest 
oppidum of Gaul on the Vesle. Allied with the Germanic tribes of the 
east, they repeatedly engaged in warfare against the Parisii °’ and the 
Senones. 


recruits. The experienced soldiers would train the recruits and make the 
backbone of the army—it took about two months to get a new legion 
combat ready. The problem with inexperienced men, is that they break 
easily. However, if there are enough experienced soldiers around them, 
they don’t. So it proved best to not only give experienced officers to a 
new legion, you also need to mix the basic grunts with some experienced 
soldiers. This practice was not always possible if there were too many 
new legions mad in a short time, which was a real problem in the civil 
war. 

Caesar noticed how important it was to give people a sense of being 
part of a group the were proud of, which resulted in titles given to 
legions. To split such a group in two could be a heavy blow to the morale 
of the troops. First, he had to recruit men, however, which could take 
months... but could also be done insanely quickly. In the civil war 
legions were created at a very high rate, up to 20 legions in less than a 
year. So the time needed to get the men to make a legion depends on the 
need, but generally took about half-a-year to a year, at max. 

°’ The Parisii were Celtic Iron Age people who lived on the banks of the 

river Seine (Latin: Sequana) in Gaul from the middle of the 3"? century 
BC until the Roman era. 

Before the Roman period, the Parisii had their own gold coinage. 


Gold coins of the Parisii (Metropolitan Museum of Art). 


Gold coins of the Parisii, 1“ century BC (Cabinet des Médailles, Paris). 
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Gaul and vicinity, c. 1“ century AD 


They were renowned for their horses and cavalry. They allied 
themselves under the leadership of Iccius and Andecombogius with 
Julius Caesar. They maintained their loyalty to Rome throughout the 
entire war, and were one of the few Gallic polities not to join in the 
rebellion of Vercingetorix. 

In 52 BC, in concert with the Suessiones, the Parisii participated in the 
general rising of Vercingetorix against Julius Caesar. The Parisi 
oppidum later became the site of Lutetia, an important city in the Roman 
province of Gallia Lugdunensis, and ultimately the modern city of Paris, 
whose name is derived from the name of the tribe. An ancient trade route 
between Germania and Hispaniaexisted at the area, by way of the 
meeting of the Oise and Marnerivers with the Seine. 

According to the Commentarii de Bello Gallico, when the Romans 
entered this territory, the Parisii started burning down their own towns for 
they were willing to give up these possessions rather than have them 
taken by the Romans. 


In 52 BC, Vercingetorix led a revolt against the Roman occupation but 
was defeated at the siege of Alesia and surrendered. 

While militarily just as strong as the Romans, the internal division 
between the Gallic tribes helped ease victory for Caesar, and 
Vercingetorix’s attempt to unite the Gauls against Roman invasion came 
too late. The wars paved the way for Julius Caesar to become the sole 
ruler of the Roman Republic. 
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Vercingetorix surrenders to Julius Caesar. 


“Here I am, a strong man defeated by an even stronger man.” 
Vercingetorix’ surrender to Caesar 


Although Caesar portrayed this invasion as being a preemptive and 
defensive action, most historians agree that the wars were fought 
primarily to boost Caesar’s political career and to pay off his massive 
debts. Still, Gaul was of significant military importance to the Romans, 
as they had been attacked several times by native tribes both indigenous 
to Gaul and farther to the north. Conquering Gaul allowed Rome to 
secure the natural border of the river Rhine. The Gallic Wars are 
described by Julius Caesar in his book Commentarii de Bello Gallico, 
which remains the most important historical source regarding the 
conflict. 
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Following the Gallic Wars of 58-51 BC, Celticia formed the main 
part of Roman Gaul. Place name analysis shows that Celtic was used 
east of the Garonne river and south of the Seine and Marne. 


A : AS x ys 
Arminius, Liberator of Germania by Ludwig Heinrich Dyck 
Arminius in the Teutoburg Forest in 9 AD. 
Germanic rebellion in ancient Roman-controlled Germany. 

As Rome tried to expand in northern Europe beyond the Rhine, it 
exploited divisions within the Cherusci, and for some time the tribe was 
considered a Roman ally. At this time, the tribe was split between Gaius 
Julius Arminius (known in modern German as “Hermann der 
Cherusker,” although his actual Germanic name was more likely 
Erminaz) and Segestes, a pro-Roman Cheruscan prince who favored 
Roman overlordship. 

In the year 9 AD the Roman Empire, long the most feared military 
power of the ancient world, was dealt a crushing blow by a man who 
began his life as property of the Roman empire: Arminius. This one man 
would single-handedly forge an unsteady alliance of barbarian tribes. He 
would eventually lead a coalition of Germanic tribes to an astounding 
victory in the darkest depths of a primeval boscage, defeating the legions 
of Publius Quinctilius Varus at the Battle of the Teutoburg Forest 
(q.v.). 

Segestes was a noble of the Teuto-Germanic tribe of the Cherusci ”* 
—a society of free men who practiced democracy and held criminal and 


°® The first historical mention of the Cherusci occurs in Book 6.10 of Julius 
Caesar’s De Bello Gallico, which recounts events of 53 BC. Caesar relates 
that he crossed the Rhine again to punish the Suebi for sending 
reinforcements to the Treveri. He mentions that the Bacenis Forest (a 
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civil court which were involved in the events surrounding the Roman 
attempts to conquer northern Germany. As Roman allies, they were 
followers of the imperial cult of Augustus 

They were frequently used to make war on the neighboring barbarian 
tribes in the name of the Roman empire during the reign of Roman 
Emperor Augustus. The Cherusci acted as a kind of auxiliary military 
force. They subjugated the wild tribes at the Roman frontier and 
bolstered Roman troops in campaigns abroad. In this context, 
Segimundus worked as a high priest at the Ara Ubiorum (Altar of the 
Ubii), an altar dedicated to the goddess Roma (personification the city 
of Rome, more broadly, the Roman state, and the Roman emperor) in 
Colonia Claudia Ara Agrippinensium—a Roman colony in_ the 
Rhineland from which the German city of Cologne developed. 


T husnelda 
statue in Loggia dei Lanzi, Florence. 
San Michele Manufacture (Italian); XVII Century. 


Tapestry withthe goddess Roma. 


Segestes’ daughter Thusnelda and Arminius had a tryst... and when she 
became pregnant, their love affair was discovered (circa 14 AD). Segestes 
accused Arminius of having abducted and raped his daughter and drove 
the “seducer” away—the dispute likely roused twixt them as a result of 
her father’s pro-Roman politick—and eventually found ways to exact his 
revenge. 

At the age of 25, Arminius no longer wanted his people to be pawns of 
a cold and calculating Roman bureaucracy. Arminius advocated 
breaking his countrymen’s allegiance to Rome and declaring their own 
independence. Segestes, a respected war chief, disagreed and wanted the 
tribes to remain loyal vassals. 

After seeking allies within the northern tribes of Germany and within 
the Roman empire itself Arminius gained the upper hand among his 
tribesmen and began to plan for rebellion. Segestes, perhaps ashamed 
that his son-in-law had risen to higher station than himself among the 
Cherusci and the Romans, repeatedly warned Publius Quinctilius Varus, 
the newly appointed governor of Germania, that a tribal rebellion was 
coming. Governor Varus, unaware of the full scope of the turmoil, 
declined to decisively act until the rebellion had encompassed many 
northern provinces. 

[In 9 AD Segestes warned the Roman governor Publius Quinctilius 
Varus of the impending uprising of his countrymen, but was not 
believed. Varus and his three legions subsequently perished in the three- 
day Battle of the Teutoburg Forest, where several allied German tribes 


relatively impenetrable beech forest, possibly the Harz) separated the 
territory of the Cherusci from that of the Suebi. In 12 BC, the Cherusci and 
other Germanic tribes were subjugated by the Romans. They appear to 
have been living in the same homeland when Tacitus wrote, 150 years 
later, describing them as living east of the Chauci and Chatti. This is 
generally interpreted to be an area between the rivers Weser and Elbe. 


(the Cherusci, Bructeri, Marsi, Sicambri, Chauci, and Chatti) under the 
command of Arminius ambushed them.] 


The Battle of the Teutoburg Forest 


In the year 9 AD, a military tragedy occurred in Germania. Three 
Roman legions under the command of Publius Quintilius Varus ” 
were ambushed. According to the historical records, the battle lasted 
several days and was fought in several locations. Many legionnaires died, 
some were captured, and only a few escaped. Publius Quintilius Varus 
eventually committed suicide. 


Publius Quintilius Varus (circa 46 BC - 9 AD) Roman general and politician 


Until today, the exact circumstances of those events have remained a 
disputed subject. The historical sources offer many detailed, yet 
contradictory pieces of information, but based on our growing 
archaeological knowledge we can construe a surprisingly clear picture of 
the Roman power politics exerted in Germania, in the region between 
Rhine, Main and Danube. From 12 BC onward, the Romans were present 
in Germania, where they established big and prestigious military bases 
along the river Lippe over the years. In the year 3 BC, the construction of 
anew Roman town began in what is today’s Hessian Waldgirmes. 

Around 7 AD, the conquest of Germania was considered complete, and 
as it was customary to do for each Roman province, the Romans 
appointed a governor, namely Publius Quintilius Varus. 54-year-old 
Varus was a close friend of the emperor, and he was not only an 
accomplished diplomat and strategist, but also a strict ruler, as he had 
proven during his governance of the Roman provinces Africa and later on 
Syria. 

Varus was a cruel administrator of the conquered governorships 
which he oversaw—acting as Governor of Syria after the death of Herod 
the Great (4 BC), Varus ordered the crucifixion of 2000 Jewish rebels 
in the streets of Jerusalem. He was a man who had reached his lofty 
position through sheer brutality and the prestige of his well-placed 
family connections... including Emperor Augustus. 

In Germania, Varus probably encountered the Cheruscan noble and 
military leader Gaius Julius Arminius (b. c. 18 BC)—about whom little 
is known. It is assumed that he was a son to Cheruscan chieftain 
Segimer, and there are many indicators that he was raised as a child 
hostage in Rome spent, where he received military training and 
participated in Rome’s invasions into Pannonia—/owever, these are 
merely assumptions that are not proven yet. But, fact is that Arminius 
was bestowed Roman citizenship and a knight’s honors in 4 AD, that he 
commanded a Cheruscan auxiliary troop of the Roman army and 
participated in a Roman military campaign. The date of his return to 
Germania is unknown, but in a short time he managed to win Varus’ 
trust... only to lure him into a trap. 


The Lost Legions of Varus (Roman Empire Documentary) 1 

It was a catastrophe beyond the scope of imagination — an entire army of 
20,000 men, slaughtered by barbarians. 

More incredible still, the perpetrators of this massacre were German 
tribesmen, a conquered people whose own leaders had long been 
‘Romanised' and were at this time merely regarded as harmless pacifists. 


°° Publius Quinctilius Varus (46 BC Cremona, Roman Republic - 15 
September 9 AD near Kalkriese, Germany) was a Roman general and 
politician under the first Roman emperor Augustus. The Battle of the 
Teutoburg Forest, described as the Varian Disaster by Roman 
historians, took place in the Teutoburg Forest (g AD), when an 
alliance of Germanic tribes ambushed and decisively destroyed 
three Roman legions and their auxiliaries led by Publius Quinctilius 
Varus. The Battle of the Teutoburg Forest caused great shock in Rome 
and stemmed Roman expansion beyond the Rhine River. 
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But the Varus disaster, as it became known, became a defining moment 
in world history — a turning point in the fortunes of Rome — as it marked 
the high water mark of Roman expansion eastwards in Europe. So what 
had gone wrong? Forin the midst of this catastrophe, it seems that the 
only thing the Roman leader Varus had done right was to fall on his 
sword when the outcome became inevitable. Using authoritative sources 
and detailed reconstruction, The Lost Legions Of Varus explores the 
flaws in Roman imperial policy, as well as the fralities of the human 
condition — factors both relevant in understanding the reasons behind the 
massacre in the Teutoberg forest. Tactics The series examines the tactics 
favoured by the Roman army. How, for example, could a technologically 
superior army have been drawn so readily into such an unknown and 
hostile territory of dense forest and marshes? The Opponents Who were 
these Germanic tribes, the Cherusci, M arsi, Chatti, Langobardi and 
Bructi? To the Roman mind, they were no more than an undisciplined 
rabble. In reality they were born fighters on terrain they knew well. Were 
the Romans in fact demolished by classic 'guerrilla tactics’? Blame Was 
the Roman legion's leader Varis to blame at all? The loss of so many 
soldiers could be attributed to either his military incompetence — he was 
more of a glorifies tax collector thana leader of men — or was it down to 
purecomplacency on the part of his superiors in Rome? Conditions The 
Roman histories record torrential rain and thunderstorms devastating the 
forest at the point of the barbarian attack — evil portents for the Romans, 
yet good omens for the worshippers of Thor who confronted them. 
Arminius Finally, we look at the German leader: Arminius. Who was he 
and how did he manage to rally the different tribal factions and lead them 
to victory against the all-conquering Roman war-machine? For 13 years, 
Major Tony Clunn has painstakingly accumulated spectaular finds and 
new evidence, which leads toa compelling protrait of the last days of the 
legion of Varus. What he has found is that the loss of legions was a 
military disaster on a massive scale — a body blow tothe might and 
aspirations of Imperial Rome. 


Arminius served under the command of Governor Varus. Varus’ task 
was to complete the conquest of Germania but his rough-handed methods 
and demands for tax incited the tribes into revolt. Seeing his countrymen 
oppressed by the Romans, Arminius became the leader of the rebels. 


Battle of Teutoburg Forest by Otto Albert Koch (1909) 


“But when Quintilius Varus became supreme commander of 
Germania and rapidly tried to change them by governing their affairs 
based on his authority, by ruling them just like subordinates in every 
other respect, demanding tribute payments from them as if they were 
his subjects, their patience ended.” 

Cassius Dio 56, 18, 1. 


The most reliable description of the Varus battle was written by Greek 
author Cassius Dio. According to his records, Varus and his troops 
were on the way to their winter camp in the fall of 9 AD. The Cheruscan 
Segestes, a loyal ally of the Romans, had warned Varus against a 
conspiracy; yet the latter remained unsuspecting... even after receiving 
word of an insurgence and Arminius leaving, presumably to seek help. 

Arminius was familiar with the strengths and weaknesses of the Roman 
army. Therefore he avoided open battle and lured the 17th, 18th and 19th 
legions into an ambush instead. The ensuing battle lasted several days 
and took place at several different locations. Varus fell on his sword as 
his legions were decimated around him. It was one of Rome’s worst 
defeats and caused Emperor Augustus to abandon the conquest of 
Germania. The three legions were almost entirely destroyed. The 
legions’ eagle standards, of great symbolic importance to the Romans, 
were lost—and such numbers of legionnaires were never used again by 
the Romans. 


“Quintiiy Varusy, gwe me back my legions)” 


“Quintili Vare, legiones redde\” These are the words Augustus 
supposedly cried out upon receiving the horrible news. The legions’ 
defeat was an unexpected setback after two decades of military presence 
in Germania, but certainly not the demise of the Roman Empire. Rome 
had lost this battle, but was far from defeated, and only a year later, the 
Romans had reestablished their military presence there. 

After the mutinies of the German legions in 14 AD, Roman General 
Germanicus adopted son of Emperor Tiberius decided, at the urging of 
his men, to march into Germany and restore Rome’s lost honor. He was 
ordered to avenge Rome’s loss and conquer Germania; the Battle of 
Teutoburg Forest defined the Rhine as the border of the Roman empire 
for the next four hundred years. The seven years of war that followed 
under the Germanicus, would! 

In May 15 AD, Thusnelda was surrendered to Germanicus, who 
commanded a reparative invasion of Germania. She was pregnant and 
staying with her father, who had seized her after driving off her lover. It 
was Segestes himself which delivered her to Germanicus, after the latter 
saved the former by driving off Arminius’ forces, who had returned to 
rescue the princess, besieging Segestes. 
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Segestes hands over Thusnelda to Germanicus. 
After the painting by H. Konig. 
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Arminius grieved his loss of Thusnelda deeply and did not marry again. 
During her captivity, Thusnelda gave birth to Armenius’ only son: 
Thumelicus. 

Cheruscan princess Thusnelda and her infant son Thumelicus were 
taken to Rome, together with her brother Julius Segimundus, a 
nobleman of the Germanic Cherusci; they were displayed in Germanicus’ 
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victory parade in 17 AD—with “their _father_an_honored spectator.” | Ravenna and was killed in a gladiator fight in the arena at the young age 


Thusnelda never returned to her homeland; Thumelicus Arminius’ only | of 15-or-16. 
son, whom she bore while in captivity, was trained as a gladiator in 


Thusnelda at the Triumph of Germanicus, by Karl von Piloty, 1873. 
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Arminius says goodbye to Thusnelda. Johannes Gehrts (1884). 


The man who fought the Romans was the Cheruscan war leader and 
traitor to Rome, Gaius Julius Arminius. He was born in 18 BC as 
Erminaz to the Cheruscan war chief Segimer in the northern Rhine 
valley. Segimer was at first an ally of Rome. Both of his sons, Arminius 
and Flavus, entered the Roman military. Arminius attained Roman 
citizenship and the prized rank of Equestrian. The Eques were an order 
of petty nobles that arose from the Roman cavalry. As cavalrymen, they 
were installed in military posts within the empire. By the time of 
Augustus, from 30 BC - 14 AD, the Equestrians were second in social 
status only to Roman Senators. Yet to the foreign rulers of Germania 
and Gaul, who descended from generations of city-dwelling Italian 
oligarchies, people from “foreign” tribes (like Arminius) which were no 
more than glorified savages. 

The Roman army visited the site of the Battle of the Teutoburg 
Forest. According to Tacitus, they found heaps of bleached bones 
and severed skulls nailed to trees, which they buried, “...looking on 
all as kinsfolk and of their own blood...” Germanicus invaded the 
lands of the Marsi (German: Marser) in 14 AD with 12,000 legionnaires, 
26 cohorts of auxiliaries, and eight cavalry squadrons. During the night of 
a festival near the location of a temple dedicated to Tamfana, ~~ an area 


Tacitus, Annals 1, 50-51 is one of few which contradict Tacitus’ own 
statement in Germania that the Germanic tribes did not have 
temples. Wilhelm Engelbert Giefers proposed that “Tanfana” (derived 
from tanfo, cognate with Latin truncus) referred to a grove on the site 
of Eresburg—a border castle of the Cherusci tribe and a fortress of 
Prince Segestes, whereat he is supposed to have held his daughter, 
Thusnelda, prisoner: (However, there are no records supporting that 
theory). Eresburg had been constructed at a favourable position on the 
border, the castle was repeatedly attacked and hard fought for before 
being conquered by the Frankish king, Charlemagne in 772 AD. during 
the Saxon Wars. Charlemagne had the Irminsiil destroyed. 

Tanfana is related to the Irmins&l (Old Saxon: “great pillar’)—a 
sacred pillar-like object attested as playing an important role in the 
Germanic paganism of the Saxons. Irminstls are attested in a variety 
historic works discussing the Christianization of the continental 
Germanic peoples: Sacred trees and sacred groves were widely 
venerated by the Germanic peoples (including Donar’s Oak), and the 
oldest chronicle describing Irminsil as or referring to it as a tree trunk 
erected in the open air: (cf, totem pole and standing stones). 19" 
century scholar Jakob Grimm connects the name Irmin with Old 
Norse terms like i6rmungrund (“great ground”; ie., the Earth) or 
iérmungandr (“great snake”; i.e., the Midgard serpent). 
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50 Roman miles wide was laid to waste with fire and sword. According 
to Tacitus (Annals 1, 51): “No sex, no age found pity.” 


They were helped by a night of bright starlight, to reach the villages 
of the Marsi. They threw their pickets round the enemy, who even 
then were stretched out on beds or at their tables, without the least 
fear, nor posting any sentries before their camp, so complete was their 
careless and disorder; and, of war, indeed, there was no apprehension. 
Peace it certainly was not—merely the languid and heedless ease of 
half-intoxicated people. 

51. Caesar, to spread devastation more widely, divided his eager legions 
into four columns, and ravaged a space of fifty miles with fire and 
sword. Neither sex nor age moved his compassion. Everything, sacred 
or profane... the temple, too, of Tamfana, as they called it; this 
special resort of all those tribes was leveled to the ground. There was 
not a wound among our soldiers, who cut down a half-asleep, an 
unarmed, or a straggling foe. The Bructeri, Tubantes, and Usipetes, 


The tribal name Irminones, derived from the Germanic god Irmin, 
infers the name Irminsil and, in some older scholarship, is presumed to 
have been the national god or demi-god of the Saxons. 

Irminism (German: Irminenschaft or Irminenreligion) is a current 
of Ariosophy based on the Germanic deity Irmin—supposedly 
reconstructed from literaric, linguistic and onomastic sources. Among 
other sources the prefix “Jrmin” is documented in the Irminstil “great 
pillar that supports all” / “Columna Universalis Sustenans Omni,” as 
described in Einhard's Vita Karoli Magni, and informed by Tacitus (~1* 
century) via a mentioned Germanic tribe name of Hermiones; the Old 
Saxon adjective irmin being synonymous to "great, strong". As such it 
may also have been an epithet of later deities like Ziu (Tyr) or Wodan 
(Odin). | : 
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“The destruction of Irminsil by Charlemagne” by Heinrich Leutemann (1882). 
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were roused by this slaughter, and beset the forest passes through 
which the army had to return. 
Tacitus, Annals 1, 50-51 


Authors translation based on Church and Brodribb 
(1876) translation of the original Latin. 


Germanicus massacred the Marsi and destroyed their temple to the 
goddess Tamfana.'°! 


Tamfana Germanicus 


Mallovendus, chieftain of the Marsi, appeared to have survived this 
retaliatory massacre. In 15/16 AD he submitted to the Romans, although 
part of his tribe continued to resist Germanicus. In the fall of 16 AD, he 
told Germanicus the hiding place for one of the eagles captured by 
Arminius at the Battle of the Teutoburg Forest. Mallovendus 
subsequently disappears from the historical record. He is not mentioned 
among the prisoners that were part of the triumph of Germanicus in 17 
AD. 

After a legion eagle from Varus’ defeat, either from the XVII or 
XVIII, was recovered, Germanicus began to campaign against the 
Cherusci in earnest. 


19” century scholar Jakob Grimm connects the name Irmin with 
Old Norse terms like iérmungrund (“great ground”; i.e., the Earth) or 
iérmungandr (“great snake’; i.e., the Midgard serpent). 


*" Tamfana is perhaps best considered in the context of the widespread 
veneration of the Germanic Matres (Latin: “mothers”) and Matronae 
(Latin: “matrons”). Note: An autumnal festival aligns with Old Norse 
attestations of the disablot, a celebration of the disir, female beings 
with parallels to the West Germanic cult of the Matres and Matronae. 

Matres and Matronae held a protective function over the family, as 
well as a particular function as midwives. Scholars connect the 
Germanic Matres with the disir (ghostly spirits), valkyries, and nornr 
attested largely in 13" century sources. The motif of triple goddesses 
was widespread in ancient Europe; compare the Fates (including 
Moirai, Parcae and Nornr), the Erinyes, the Charities, the Morrigan, 
the Horae and other such figures. The Three Marys may be 
Christianized versions of the Matres and Matronae. 

In Celtic mythology, the Gaulish theonym Matr-on-d signifies “great 
mother” (from Proto-Celtic *matir “mother’); Dea Matrona (“divine 
mother”) was the goddess who gives her name to the river Marne 
(ancient Matréna) in Gaul. Modron (“mother”) is a figure in Welsh 
tradition likely related to the Gaulish goddess Dea Matrona, known as 
the mother of the hero Mabon ap Modron—a member of Arthur's war 
band. Both he and his mother were likely deities in origin, descending 
from a divine mother-son pair. His name is derived from the 
Common Brittonic and Gaulish deity name Maponos ("Great Son”), 
from the Proto-Celtic root *makwo- (“son”) and is related to the 
Romano-British god Maponos, whose name means “Great Son.” Both 
characters may have derived from earlier divine figures, in her case the 
Gaulish goddess Matrona. She may have been a prototype for Morgan le 
Fay from the Arthurian legend. 


According to Cassius Dio, Segimer was the second-in-command of 
Arminius during the latter’s rebellion against the Romans, which 
culminated the crushing Roman defeat of the Battle of the Teutoburg 
Forest (in 9 AD). Flavus (Latin: “the blond’—certainly relating to the 
colour of his hair) younger brother to the German leader Arminius, 
however, remained loyal to Rome. 

Like his elder brother Arminius, Flavus was given Roman citizenship 
and served as an auxiliary specifically in the Equites. He lost one of his 
eyes while fighting in the Illyrian Revolt at the siege of Andetrium,'” the 
location a Roman cohort in the territory of the Delmatae,'°’ in 9 AD. 

Unlike his brother Arminius, who was the leading figure of the uprising 
against the Romans in Germania who also orchestrated Rome's 
devastating defeat at the Battle of the Teutoburg Forest, Flavus remained 
loyal to Rome and served as an officer in the army. 

Flavus was a soldier under Tiberius in the Roman army and opposed 
the Germans. Flavus clashed with his brother Arminius, winning the 
Battle of the Weser River,'°' whose spark was in part due to Arminius 
learning of the Roman capture of his wife '°° and child. 

Generally, the Germanic tribes did not like open large-scale combat. 
However, with repeated incursions into Germanic territory, the Roman 
forces were able to force Arminius into response. The Romans defeated 
the Germanic forces finally and inflicted heavy losses on them. To evade 
capture, Arminius and his uncle Inviomerus fled into the forests. The 
battle left 10,000- 20,000 Germanic soldiers dead. 

Thus had Rome avenged its humiliating defeat at the hands of 
Arminius... and it then withdrew behind the Rhine. 

Flavus had a son called Italicus who, in 47 AD, became chieftain of the 
Cherusci. The tribe had applied to Rome for the only member of the royal 
house still alive to lead their tribe was the son of Flavus. 

Tacitus writes in the Annals that 

through his education in Rome. Nevertheless, 
after the death of Arminius around 20 AD, the Cherusci requested 
permission to make him king. The request was granted by Tiberius, who 
furnished him with money, companions and advice. Familiar with both 
Germanic and Roman ways of waging war, Italicus was initially 
successful at pacifying the Cherusci. Italicus was eventually exiled by his 
people ... but was, however, brought back to power with the help of the 
Lombards. 

Chariomerus (fl. 1 century AD) '° probably the son and successor of 
Ttalicus—the last king of the Cherusci—was defeated by the Chatti 
around 88 AD. Whether he was a descendant of Flavus brother of 
Arminius remains uncertain. Like Italicus, Chariomerus seems to have 
been an ally of the Roman Empire, and thereby an enemy of the Chatti. 
Deposed by his people due to his close relations with Rome, Chariomerus 
turned to Emperor Domitian for military support, but was turned down 
by the Romans, who rather wanted to limit their support to financial 


* The site is now located near the village of Gornji Muc. 

*3 The Dalmatae or Delmatae (or Dalmati) were an ancient people who 
inhabited the core of what would then become known as Dalmatia after 
the Roman conquest at the eastern Adriatic coast, in what is present-day 
Croatia and Bosnia and Herzegovina, between the rivers Krka, on the 
northwest, the Neretva on the east, and the river Rama on the northeast. 
The Delmatae are mostly classed as an Illyrian tribe. 

'** Although ancient sources identify the area of the battle as Idistavisus, 
the precise location is not known. However, the location is believed to 
be the right side of the Weser River, between Minden and Hamelin 
cities, around the present day Germany. 

> Thusnelda (c. 10 BC - unknown) was a Germanic noblewoman who was 
captured by the Roman general Germanicus during his invasion of 
Germania. She was the wife of Arminius. Tacitus and Strabo cite her 
capture as evidence of both the firmness and restraint of Roman arms. 

In May15 AD, Thusnelda was captured by Germanicus, who commanded 
the invasion of Germania. She was pregnant and staying with her father, 
who had seized her from Arminius at some point. It was Segestes who 
delivered her to Germanicus, after the latter saved the former by driving 
off Arminius’ forces, who had besieged Segestes. Arminius grieved his loss 
of Thusnelda deeply and did not marry again. 

During her captivity, Thusnelda gave birth to her and Arminius’ only 
child, Thumelicus (born 15 AD; died before 47 AD, probably in 30 or 31). 

°° He is only mentioned by Cassius Dio. 
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assistance. By the end of the 1“ century, the kingship of the Cherusci had 
been abolished. 
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Ancient Roman map of Germania 


Note the positions of Teutonovari and Cherusi to the northwest. In 
modern times this is located in Lower Saxony in the Central Uplands. 


Notwithstanding, the leadership of a former Roman vassal against a 
man like Germanicus gave the loose confederation of subjugated 
barbarian tribes a fearsome name to rally round—albeit twas seventy 
years after Julius Caesar conquered them. They were know as ““Germani” 
and later as Germans. 


About sixty years (about two generations) after Vercingetorix 
(c.82 BC — 46 BC) son of Celtillus the Avernian, leader of the 
Gallic tribes—a king and chieftain of the Arverni tribe who united 
the Gauls in a revolt against Roman forces during the last phase 
of Julius Caesar’s Gallic Wars. To this Vercingetorix is 
considered a folk hero in Auvergne, his native region. 

During the campaigns of Germanicus, Segimer, unlike his brother 
Inguiomer, is not mentioned by Tacitus as having participated in the 
campaigns of Germanicus against Arminius. Inguiomer or Ingomar 
(Latinized, Inguiomerus) was an influential chieftain of the Cherusci: He 
disagreed with the defensive strategy taken by Anninius and pursued the 
retreating army of Caecina '°’ across the moors, forfeiting certain victory 
and being wounded himself. 
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7 Aulus Caecina Severus was descended from a distinguished 
Volaterran family of Etruscan origin He made his name as a military 
man and was appointed consul by the emperor in 1 BC. Becoming a 
consul was considered the highest honour of the Roman state and the 
emperor would have chosen candidates to fill it carefully. 

In 6 AD he was the envoy of the emperor in Moesia when the Great 
Illyrian Revolt erupted. Around 14 AD, Caecina was the legate in charge 
of the legions along the lower Rhine frontier in Gallia Belgica (what 
would later become Germania Inferior), under the overall command of 
Germanicus. The following year (15 AD) Caecina was involved in the 
campaign against Arminius, leader of the Germans, who had famously 
defeated Varus at the Battle of the Teutoburg Forest and destroyed three 
legions, not including a large number of auxiliaries and camp followers. 

Germanicus, who first proceeded to attack the Chatti, left him in 
command of four legions on the Rhine. Caecina was soon forced to turn 
back a Cherusci advance, and followed this up with a successful 
battle against the Marsi. Returning with Germanicus to Rome at the 
end of the year (16 AD), he took his place in the Senate but his speech 
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But Segestes openly turned against Arminius when Germanicus invaded 
northern Germany in 15 AD in a renewed attempt to establish Roman rule 
in the area. Besieged in his stronghold by his own countrymen, Segestes 
appealed for help to Germanicus who relieved him, and Segestes then 
handed over his pregnant daughter Thusnelda sired by Arminius, to 


Germanicus, who demanded her as a prisoner. 


In 15 AD, Germanicus’ troops had built a fort on Mount Taunus from 
where he marched with 30,000-—35,000 men against the Chatti. Many of 
the tribesmen fled across a river and dispersed themselves in the forests. 


In 15 AD, after a quick raid on the Chatti, 


Nevertheless, the Roman hero Germanicus continued to lead campaigns 
of retribution. Arminius suffered defeats but won the war, when 
Germanicus was recalled to Rome by the new emperor Tiberius. Having 
successfully liberated and defended Germania against the Romans, 
Arminius next squared off against M aroboduus, the powerful king of the 
Marcomanni. 
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Once this allied Germanic coalition had been broken and honor 
avenged, the huge cost and risk of keeping the Roman Army operating 


was frequently interrupted by other senators, who observed that he was 
not qualified to act in the role of censor on such (sic., “any”) matter(s). 
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beyond the Rhine was not worth any likely benefit to be gained. 
Germania was no longer a land to colonize. Two years later, Tiberius, 
having now had enough of success, enough of disaster, decided to draw 
the line on this matter for good The Cherusci too and the other insurgent 
tribes, since the vengeance of Rome had been satisfied and “might be left 
to their internal feud” (Tacitus Ann. II, 26, 2). Tiberius ordered 
Germanicus back to Rome and the troops to return to the Rhine; his 
decision was controversial, but he was right: Due to internal rivalries, 
Arminius was murdered by relatives in 21 AD. 
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' Dux (Duke) Marcomir I of the East Franks son of King Chlodio IV of 
the East Franks and Blesinde van Suevi (van Alemanié) was born c. 347 
at North Rhine-Westphalia, Germania. 7 He had three siblings: Blesinde 
van Kerulen, Dagobert der Franken and Amalberga von Saxe. 7 
Marcomir married Hildegonde (Aldegonde) Frotmund van Lombardije 
(born in 347): They had two children: Pharamond der Merovingian 
(Fictitious Person) and Hilgonde / Hildegonde van Kerulen. * Marcomir 
next married Frotmund Frimutel DeBriton (b. 355). * Marcomir passed 
away in October 404 (age 57) at Cologne / K6ln, North Rhine- 
Westphalia, Germania 


Father of Marcomir II, King of the Franks; Pharamond, king of the 
Franks (Fictitious); Chlodwig I, King of the Franks at Cologne; 
Albofledis .; Blésinde des Francs; Sunno Franks and Ildégonde of the 
Franks 
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After the fall of Ilium (Troy) to the Achaeans in the Trojan War, 
some Trojans fled to Italy under the Dardanian prince, Aeneas ex 
Zeus. Many others fled to the Black Sea area and joined the nomadic 
Cimmerians with whom they had good relations. Eventually, these 
Trojans established several separate tribes within the Cimmerian 
nation. One such tribe under Francio ex Zeus (namesake of the 
Frankish nation) migrated into the area around modern Budapest and 
established the Kingdom of Sicambria. Francio’s new royal family 
was known as the House of Sicamber after one of his ancestors. 
When Sicambria was destroyed by the Goths, the Franks reverted to 
their tribal ways. One tribe, the Salian Franks, led by members of the 
old royal house, migrated toward the River Rhine. 


Marcomir I 


Marcomir I (Marcomir, Marcomeres, Marchomer, Marchomir) son of 
Dux Clodius of the East Franks '° (b. c. 347, North Rhine-Westphalia, 
Germany - d. c. 404, Cologne, North Rhine-Westphalia, Germany) was 
chief (dux) of the Franks of the Ampsivarii and Chatti (early Germanic 
peoples) at Cologne (K6In) (late-4" century: c. 347, Germany - 404; age 
57). He made numerous incursions into the Roman province of 
Germania, especially in Cologne (in the years 380-390), crossing the 
Rhine and invading the Roman Empire when the usurper and leader of 
the whole of Roman Gaul, Magnus Maximus was surrounded in 
Aquileia by Theodosius I. 

The invasion is documented by Gregory of Tours, who based 
himself on the 3"! book of the Historia of Sulpicius Alexander 
(now lost)—a contemporary historian of Marcomir. According to this 
account, together with the Franconian army commanders Sunno and 
Génébaud invaded the Roman provinces Germania and Belgia on the 
Lower Rhine in Gaul. The Franks pushed forward on the left bank of the 
Rhine frontier and broke through the limes, killing many people, 
ravaging the fertile districts in particular, and devastating the region 
around Cologne—destroy ing the most fruitful lands and panicking K6In. 
After this raid the main body of the Franks moved back over the Rhine 
with their booty.'!° Some of the Franks remained in the Belgian woods. 


8 One line of ancestry provided is: King Bartherus of the Franks (b. c. 238 
- d. 272) father of King Clodius III of the Franks (b. bef. 264 - d. 298) 
father of King Walter of the Franks (b. bef. 289 - d. 306) father of Duke 
Dagobert of East Franks (b. c. 230, Germany - d. 317) father of Duke 
Genebald of East Franks (b. c. 262, Germany - d. 358) father of Duke 
Dagobert of East Franks (b. c. 300, Germany - d. 379) father of Duke 
Clodius of East Franks (b. c. 324, Germany - d. 389) father of Duke 
Marcomir of East Franks (b. c. 347, Germany - d. 404). 

The author of the Liber Historiae Francorum referred to Marcomer 
as the father of the (fictional) King Pharamond, who in turn is said to 
have been the father of Chlodio. This genealogy, which was written 
down more than 330 years after Marcomer, has been considered 
mythical since the end of the 19" century (see also: False Merovingians). 

9 In later legend he was the son of Chlodio IV, a fictitious person 
invented to give this family a descent from the kings of Troy. 

"° This attack and the Roman reaction to it are described in detail by the 
Roman historian Sulpicius Alexander, who wrote around 400 AD. 
The representation of Sulpicius, however, is preserved only in the form of 
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Gaul and Vicinity. 1* century BC 

When the Roman generals Magnus Maximus, Nanninus and 
Quintinus, master of the militia—to whom Maxime had entrusted his 
son, who was still a child—heard the news in Triér, they, in defense of 
Gaul, raised an army and assembled at Cologne. But the enemies, being 
laden with booty after plundering the wealth of the provinces, crossed the 
Rhine, leaving on the Roman soil a large number of their ready to resume 
the looting. Thus, it was easy for the Romans to compete with them and 
many Franks were massacred in the Charbonniére,''' attacking those 
remaining Frankish forces who had not withdrawn over the Rhine... 
killing many of them in a battle in the coal forest. After this engagement, 
while Quintinus and other officers were planning the persecution of the 
Franks on their own territory, Nanninus expressed concerns and moved to 
Mogontiacum (Mainz). 


a longer excerpt in the history of Gregory of Tours, but which 
nevertheless contains valuable information. 

™ The Silva Carbonaria (“charcoal forest”) was the dense old-growth 
forest of beech and oak that formed a natural boundary during the Late 
Iron Age through Roman times into the Early Middle Ages. 


The vast forest stretched from the rivers Zenne and the Dijle in the 
north to the Sambre in the south. Its northern outliers reached the then 
marshy site of modern Brussels. Further to the southeast, the higher 
elevation and deep river valleys were covered by the even less penetrable 
ancient Arduenna Silva, the deeply folded Ardennes, which are still 
partly forested to this day. To the east, the forest was possibly considered 
to extend to the Rhine. It was there in Cologne (in 388) that the 
magistri militum praesentalis Nannianus and Quintinus began a counter- 
attack against a Frankish incursion from across the Rhine, which was 
fought in the Silva Carbonaria. 
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Quintinus crossed the Rhine to punish the Franks in their own country, 
pushing the rest of the troops into Frankish territory and destroyed some 
scattered farms; however, he was lured into a trap by the Franks and his 
army was surrounded and beaten, suffering a heavy defeat. Some Roman 
soldiers drowned in the marshes, others were killed by Franks, few made 
it back to their Empire. 

Nanninus and Quintinus were replaced by Charietto and Syrus, who 
were again confronted by an attack of unidentified Franks. 

Later, after the fall of Magnus Maximus (c. 388, shortly after the death 
of Victor son of Emperor Maxime), Marcomer and Sunno held a short 
meeting about the recent attacks with the Frank Arbogastes, who was a 
general (magister militum) in the Roman army. The Franks 
exchanged hostages as a pledge of peace, as usual, and Arbogastes 
returned to his winter quarters in Triér. AQSOupleyetiyears@later when 
Arbogastes had seized power and the West Roman army was nearly 
completely in the hands of Frankish mercenaries, he crossed the Rhine 
with a Roman army into Germania—because he hated his own kin. 
Marcomer reportedly also led the Chatti and Ampsivarii... but the two 
did not engage. 

Later we hear from the poet Claudian that Marcomer was arrested by 
Romans and banned to a villa in Tuscany. His brother Sunno crossed 
the Rhine and tried to settle himself as leader of the band of Marchomir, 
however, he was killed by his own people. According to the later Liber 
Historiae Francorum, Marcomer tried to unite the Franks after the 
death of Sunno. He proposed that the Franks should live under one king 
and proposed his own son Pharamond (whose earliest mention is in this 
work, and who is considered mythological by scholars), who is himself 
the father of King Chlodio le Chevelu (“ the Hairy’): (Gregory doubts 
that they were called kings). This source does not relate whether 
Marcomer succeeded, but from other later sources that recall the account 
of Liber Historiae Francorum, the impression may be gained that 
Pharamond is regarded as the first king of the Franks .'” 

Following plundering by the Franks, Arbogastes was unwilling to 
countenance any delay and urged the emperor to exact “just retribution” 
from the Franks, unless they immediately restored all they had taken the 
previous year when the legions were cut up, and unless they surrendered 
those responsible for the war who were to blame for treacherously 
violating the peace. A few days afterwards, a hurried conference was 
held with Marcomer and Sunno, petty kings (regales) of the Franks. 

Gregory describes further, referring to the 4"" book of the Historia of 
Sulpicius, the punitive expedition of the Arbogastes to the Franks. 
Valentinian II offered Marcomer and Sunno peace, demanding 
hostages, as usual, and Arbogastes retired to winter quarters at Trier. 
Some time later (391/92 or 392/93), with Marcomer led by Sulpicius 
Alexander, Arbogastes crossed the Rhine in the winter and once again 
attacked the Franks, as well as the Ampsivarii and Chatti. Génébaud is 
no longer mentioned after the description of the Franconian Rhine 
crossing, presumably it had already fallen during the local fights. 

And later, in the same year , Arbogastes, pursued the Frankish 
petty kings Sunno and Marcomer with a barbaric kind of “family 
(gentilis) hatred,” came to Cologne in the depths of winter, knowing 
that all the retreats of Francia were accessible and could be penetrated, 
and burned now that the leaves had fallen, and the bare woods could no 
longer conceal ambushes. He gathered his forces, raising an army, and 
crossed the Rhine, plundering the country of the Bructeri, which was 


“ However, modern scholars, such as Edward James, do not accept this 
account in the Liber Historiae Francorum as _ historical, because 
Marcomer is called the son of the Trojan king Priam—which is an 
obvious impossibility. Another difficulty with this account is that 
earlier sources such as Gregory of Tours make it crystal clear that a 
century after Marcomer there were still many Frankish kings, ruling over 
portions or separate tribes—indeed, it has been proposed that the word 
“ruler” may be more appropriate than “king,” as there was at that time 
no one ruler over all the Frankish people. Clovis I, according to Gregory 
of Tours, had several other rulers or kings killed in order to manipulate 
control and increase his territory, and through his machinations 
dethroned other leaders such as the Frankish counts of Triér, but even 
he was not the single Frankish king, for tribes as the Thuringii, 
Chamavi and Bructeri continued their own structures. After Clovis’ 
death, his empire was divided again amongst his sons who ruled 
simultaneously over different areas. 


nearest of its banks—and also the region inhabited by the Chamavi, 
without meeting people. He encountered no opposition. Only a few 
Ampsivarii and Chatti, under the command of Marcomer, appeared on 
the farthest ridges of the distant hills. Then, the usurper Eugenius 
undertook an expedition to the borders of the Rhine to renew in the 
usual way the old treaties with the kings of the Alemanni and the Franks 
and to show to the wild peoples an army of immense size for that time. 


The usurper Eugenius finally renewed the treaties with the Franks and 
Alemanni. By 396 (at least after the death of Emperor Theodosuus J), the 
Franks had to make a new oathto thecommander Stilicho, who 
represented the absent Emperor Honorius. The poet Claudian reports on 
the internment of the Marcomer captured by the Romans (or exiled by the 
Franks) in Etruria. Sunno then wanted to avenge Marcomer, but was 
murdered by his own people. 

For the constitution of the early Franks, the excerpt from the work of 
Sulpicius Alexander is of great value. Gregor of Tours had tried to find 
out how the early franc tribes were organized, but found no precise 
statements. From the point of view of modern research, the names 
mentioned there such as dux, regalis or rex are not tobe equated with the 
later meanings. Rather, the Franconian army commanders were probably 
not small kings or the like, but (military) leaders. However, due to the 
variety of interpretation options, hardly anything can be said about the 
precise structures of governance. [4] 
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While this lineage might appear entirely mythical, it should be realized that some ancient myths about the "gods" were actually rooted in stories 
about real people. In fact, many pagan religions began, in part, as ancestor and hero worship (see Thomas Bulfinch, Bulfinch’s Mythology, "Stories 
of God’s and Heroes," chap. 25: "Origin of Mythology," 1855, 1979). 
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